Tri-Cities Secular Franciscan Order

Celebration of Solemn Profession

Entrance Song: __________________________

Order of Procession:  

Acolytes

Community Banner

Witness                           Witness

Minister                 Spiritual Assistant

Candidates                        Candidates

Celebrant

Introductory Rite:


Greeting: celebrant:  

Penitential Rite:


Amplified penitential rite in keeping with the spirit of penance in the SFO


Gloria


Opening Prayer:  celebrant
Liturgy of the Word  (all sit)


Readings for Sunday Liturgy

Call of the Candidates: (celebrant & congregation remain seated)

Director of Formation or Spiritual Assistant calls candidates forward

· I am happy to present the candidates who are about to make their permanent profession into the Secular Franciscan Order

·    (name)    please come forward
· Candidate responds:   I am ready
Minister:

       (Name)   God has consecrated you with water and the Holy Spirit.  What do you now ask of God, the Church, and the Franciscan Family?

Candidate now reads publicly his/her statement of intent.

Minister:

The Fraternity accepts your petition and is united with you in your prayer.  May the Holy Spirit confirm you in the work He has begun.

SFO Community acknowledges its assent, candidates return to their seats

HOMILY

Questioning of Candidates:

Spiritual Assistant invites candidates to come forward and stand facing the Altar.  Celebrant questions the candidates about their intent.

Celebrant

Before this Franciscan Fraternity and the other members of our Faith community assembled here, I ask you to express your will.

Do you wish to embrace the Gospel way of life by following the example and words of St. Francis of Assisi, which are at the heart of the Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order?

Candidates:   Yes, this is what I want.

Celebrant

You have been called to give witness to the Kingdom of God and to build a more fraternal world based on the Gospel, together with all people of good will.

Do you wish to be faithful to this vocation and to practice the spirit of service to others as is proper to all Secular Franciscans?

Candidates:  Yes, this is what I want.

Celebrant

You have been made members of the People of God by your Baptism, and strengthened in Confirmation by the new gift of the Spirit, in order to proclaim Jesus Christ, by your life, in your words and in your actions.

Do you wish to bind yourself more closely to the Church and to work intently to rebuild the ecclesial community and to help fulfill the mission to bring Christ to all peoples?

Candidates:  Yes, this is what I want

Minister:

The local Franciscan Fraternity is a visible sign of the Church, a community of Faith and Love.  Together with all the members, you now pledge yourself/selves to spend your effort to make the Fraternity a true ecclesial assembly, a living Franciscan Community, and a living witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

PRAYER FOR DIVINE GRACE

Celebrant:  

Let us pray as we humbly ask the Holy Spirit to strengthen us with Peace and many blessings.

Community sings or says:  Optional based on Sunday Liturgy

Holy Spirit, fill them with your love.

Holy Spirit, take their hearts and keep them

Close to the Father, close to the Son.

Holy Spirit, make them one in Love.

Holy Spirit, fill them with your peace.

Holy Spirit, take their hearts and keep them

Close to the Father, close to the Son.

Holy Spirit, make them one in Peace.

Holy Spirit, fill them with your joy.

Holy Spirit, take their hearts and keep them

Close to the Father, close to the Son.

Holy Spirit, make them one in Joy.

Celebrant concludes:

“Lord watch over these your servants.  May the Spirit of your Love penetrate their hearts, so that your grace will strengthen them to keep their commitment to live the Gospel life.  As always we ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.”

All:

AMEN

(celebrant sits)

RITE OF PROFESSION


(Minister comes forward and asks the witnesses to come forward)


One witness brings forward the Registry; the other witness brings the symbols


Each candidate is called forward individually and faces the Minister

Candidate reads the profession formula

I,   (state your full name)
By the grace of God, renew my baptismal promises

and consecrate myself to the service of His Kingdom.

Therefore, in my secular state, I promise to live

all the days of my life

the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

in the Secular Franciscan Order

by observing its rule of life.

May the grace of the Holy Spirit,

the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary

and our holy father St. Francis,

and the fraternal bonds of community

always be my help,

so that I might reach the goal

of perfect Christian love.

Minister & Witnesses respond:  “Thanks be to God”

Minister:

“As Minister of this Fraternity, I accept your Profession and receive you into the Holy Trinity Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order.  Your membership in this community is a cause of great joy and hope for the Franciscan Family and the whole Church.”

(certificate, San Damiano Keychain  & book of Gospels are presented)

May you always conform your thoughts and deeds to those of Jesus Christ, and may you help build a more fraternal and evangelical world by following your vocation as a (brother/sister) of Penance.”

(if lit candle is presented)

Minister:

“By your profession, you are the light of Christ in the world.  Your light must shine before all so that they may see goodness in your actions and give praise to your Heavenly Father.”

SIGNING OF THE REGISTRY BOOK:

(Candidates next sign the registry and after completed return to their seat, but remain standing.)

Minister:   

“Christ the gift of the Father’s Love, is the way to Him, the truth into which the Holy Spirit leads us, and the life which he has come to give abundantly.

By your life long profession to go from Gospel to life and life back to the Gospel, may you continually encounter the living and active person of Jesus Christ.”

Celebrant: (affirms the profession in the name of the Church)
“I confirm your commitment in the name of the Church.  Our seraphic Father, St. Francis, himself encourages you in the words of his testament:

 ‘May whoever observes all of this be filled in Heaven with the blessing of the most high Father, and on earth with that of His beloved Son, together with the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, and all the powers of Heaven and all the Saints.”

RENEWAL OF SOLEMN PROMISES

(initiated by the Minister, all assembled Secular Franciscans renew their solemn promises.)

All Secular Franciscans present:

“Let us bless our Lord and God, living and true;

to Him we must attribute all praise, glory, honor, blessing

and every good forever.

We thank you, Lord, for calling us

to the Secular Franciscan Order.

We ask your pardon for all our shortcomings,

weaknesses and transgressions

against our commitment to the gospel life,

and against our rule.

We pray that you will allow us to experience once again

the fervor and readiness of that first day

when we entered the Franciscan Family.

We renew once again our commitment to the gospel life,

According to the Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order,

until the end of our days.

Grant also that we may live in harmony with our brothers and sisters,

and give witness to younger people of the great gift we received from you,

our Franciscan vocation, to go forth as witnesses and instruments

of the Church’s mission among all people,

to proclaim Jesus Christ by our life, our words, and our actions.”

“All praise be yours, O Lord, through all that you have made.”

Amen
Celebrant’s prayer:

Lord our God, Father of all,  we thank you for the love and goodwill 

you have shown toward your people, and so we ask you

To help our brothers and sisters who today celebrate the renewal of

their profession and the promises they made when they first entered the Secular Franciscan Order.

Help them to fulfill the commitment

to the Gospel Life that they have taken upon themselves.

“Most high, all powerful, all good, Lord!

All praise is yours, all glory, all honor, and all blessing forever and ever.”

Amen

KISS OF PEACE

General Intercessions

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Offertory Song: __________________________

Holy Holy

Memorial Acclamation

Great Amen

Lord’s Prayer

Lamb of God

Communion Song: ________________________

Final Prayer

Final Blessing, Dismissal 

Recessional song: ________________________

(Optional-- Reception follows after the Celebration of Profession--optional)

