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	   Jesus is on the move, teaching, preaching, and healing.  He is bringing His way of life to all who will hear Him.  His energy comes from compassion.  St Matthew gives us a peek into the heart of Jesus.  He tells us what moves Him to action.  When Jesus sees people troubled and abandoned, He identifies with them.  His heart goes out to them.  This is the prophetic “sigh,” the profound grief at the suffering condition of God’s good creation, a gut-wrenching sense that what Jesus is seeing shouldn’t be.
	The religious leaders of Jesus’ day who should be tending to these sheep do not notice them.  It’s usually the leadership who causes the trouble and produces the sense of abandonment.  But these do not escape Jesus’ notice or concern.  Jesus’ compassion expands His mission.
	The prophetic protest at the way things are lead to a prophetic vision of how things should be.  The troubled and abandoned are being cared for, leading productive lives, images of ripe grapes and bursting wheat.  In this distress, they are like a harvest, ready to be gathered in.  But who will see to it?
	The work that needs to be done is more than Jesus’ initial mission.  This is God’s mission to God’s people.  And so, Jesus tells His disciples to ask the Master of the harvest for more laborers.  If they pray for laborers, it will slowly dawn on them that they are the laborers they are praying for.  Prayer prepares the disciples for Jesus’ next step.
	The Twelve become laborers.  They continue the mission of Jesus.  They are impelled with the same compassion that drives Jesus.  Their names are made explicit.  They are specific, concrete, identifiable men.  The mission is expanding.
	So much begins when the heart cries, “this shouldn’t be:” the way education is being conducted; the way health care is being delivered; the way neighborhoods live in fear; the way the government is being run; these shouldn’t be.  Prophetic protest from those who felt the underlying pain of circumstances give it a voice.  We don’t need to be analysts to size up situations.  We don’t need to be strategists to lay out an action plan to implement.  Jesus initiates the first move: compassion.  Then He delegates them by name and commissions them to proclaim and cure, raise and heal.  It’s the movement of the heart that creates the desire, the culture for change.
	Their first assignment is to connect and re-establish broken  friendships among God’s people, to bring back the lost and forsaken, to speak a word that strengthens, the good news that saves, that God’s reign has come near.  The underlying concern is to lavish love and life on people who have never experienced it.  Since this love and life is what the disciples have freely experienced from God in Jesus, they should freely pass it along to others.  They are giving to others what they have already received.  The preparation for this mission for carrying out the work of the Kingdom is to experience the Kingdom in ourselves.                                        
