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	The deeper we travel through these days of Ordinary Time, the more we encounter the reality that discipleship is not simply believing certain things about Jesus.  It’s about following Jesus.  St Matthew’s Gospel moves us from observing Jesus’ ministry to participating in it.  The crowds may still be watching, but the disciples are now being sent.
	Today’s Gospel is particularly challenging.  The words of Jesus are not comforting words.  Jesus speaks of persecution, division, crosses, and losing one’s life.  We dare not soften its harsher edges.  Jesus is not attempting to frighten the disciples.  Just the exact opposite: “Do not be afraid.”  Jesus speaks honestly about the realities of discipleship.  He does so to strengthen His disciples.  Harsh words are not threatening words.  His words are spoken as preparation for the work to which they are being called.
	Jesus prepares His disciples for their mission.  He also prepares them for resistance.  In these warnings, Jesus speaks of promise.  Three times He tells the disciples not to be afraid.  Warnings of conflict and rejection are surrounded by assurances of God’s care. 
	Perhaps most of us struggle over the passage: “Do not think that I have come to bring peace on earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.” Jesus is not advocating violence. He is describing the consequences of God’s reign breaking into hearts.  Truth is being revealed.  It’s not about the power of the sword but the power of speech and the Word of God.  The image conveyed is not one of military conquest or violent action, but of truth spoken with divine authority.
	The sword is not an instrument of violence.  It’s an image of God’s truth cutting through illusion, exposing injustice, revealing hidden realities, and confronting misplaced loyalties.
	God does not desire conflict.  The Kingdom creates division because people respond differently when confronted with God’s claim upon their lives.  God’s authority stands above every other authority.  It’s to place our faith, trust, and hope not in ourselves, not in political leaders, not in economic systems, not in family ties, and not in the powers and kingdoms of this world, but in God alone.



	Some hear that invitation, and respond with repentance, with trust, and with faithfulness.  Others resist because the Kingdom threatens existing sources of power, comfort, or certainty.  The sword, then, is the sharp edge of truth itself.  When God’s Kingdom comes near, what is hidden is revealed, what is false is exposed.  In that moment of revelation, there, allegiance lies.   Whenever any allegiance becomes more important than God’s call to love neighbor, pursue justice, extend mercy, and embody reconciliation, it has begun to occupy a place that belongs to God alone.
	And even here, Matthew does not leave us without promise.  Before Jesus speaks of crosses, He speaks of sparrows.  Before Jesus speaks of division, He speaks of God’s care.  Before Jesus sends the disciples into a world that might reject them, He reminds them that they are known and valued by the One who sends them.
	Today’s Gospel is not to terrify, but to strengthen.  The Father who sends them, is the One who knows them, values them, and remains with them.  The God who watches over the sparrows, also watches over the disciples.  Because that is true, they need not be afraid. 

	  
	
