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	Praise to God, and joy to God’s merciful love, justice and peace.  The disciples -- and by extension, ourselves -- we are given access to a moment of intimacy between Jesus and His Father.  We overhear a joyful exclamation that Jesus makes directly to the Father, rejoicing that He has communicated to “mere children” (his disciples), some sense of the knowledge of the Father that Jesus enjoys as Divine Son.
	This privileged knowledge cannot be gained by learning or study.  This is so because the “learned and clever” have no claim on it through their own efforts.  It is something directly revealed by God’s grace to those most capable of receiving it -- mere children.  The little children being so unlearned and weak have nothing useful to contribute in an adult world.  All they can do is receive what is given to them.  What they give in return is simply what they are really good at: affection and love.  Jesus comes back again and again to this image of the child, to communicate a sense of human relationship to God.
	When Jesus speaks of “knowing” God, the meaning goes beyond mere intellectual knowledge.  It has a deeper meaning -- a communion of love, entailing deep intimacy.
	The second part of the Gospel changes from the declarative to the imperative: “Come to Me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest.”  It’s an invitation, characteristic of Jesus, the One who bears and lifts humanity’s burdens, in the guise of the “Servant” figure of Isaiah, of those being weighed down and burden by a multitude of affliction, the burden of sin.
	“Come to Me, all you that are weary…”  The most beloved words in all of Scripture.  These comforting words come in times of disappointment.   The invitation “to rest” is given to those who struggle to recognize the kind of Messiah Jesus has come to be.  Mercy characterizes Jesus’ ministry.  Recall the stories: rather than separating wheat from chaff, Jesus eats with sinners; rather than condemning the unclean, Jesus touches them; rather than destroying the prevailing Empire, Jesus heals a Roman centurion’s servant; rather than avoiding the unrighteous, Jesus calls a tax collector to become one of Jesus’ closest disciples.  This tension is central to Matthew’s Gospel.
	Jesus compares “this generation” to children who refuse every invitation to change their life’s direction.  John the Baptist came fasting and living an ascetic life, and people dismissed him as demon-possessed.  Jesus came eating and drinking with ordinary people, and was dismissed as a glutton and a drunkard.  The problem is not John.  Nor is it Jesus.  The problem is  a generation unwilling to receive God’s word, because it refuses to let God act on God’s own terms.
	Only after these rebukes does Jesus pray, thanking the Father because what has been hidden from “the wise and intelligent” has been revealed to infants.  Human expectation or religious achievement cannot reveal the Kingdom.  It is received as gift.  Only then does Jesus extend the invitation: “Come to Me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens…”  The lesson: those weary from trying to force God into their own expectations, weary from carrying burdens of self-justification, or weary from trying to discern God’s activity with human wisdom -- these are invited instead to receive Jesus the Messiah as He actually is: meek and gentle of heart, merciful and bringing rest, before He brings final judgment.
	Jesus does not simply invite people to lay down their burdens.  He invites them to see the world differently.  To become Jesus disciples, He is inviting people to learn God’s heart -- being “yoked” -- by walking with the One who is “gentle and humble of heart.”  Obedience and faithful living transform the relationship.  We do not follow Christ in order to earn God’s favor or prove our righteousness. We follow, because in Jesus, we have already encountered the Father’s gracious heart toward us.  The burden is lifted.  The Father has made Himself known in Christ.  We receive both God the Father and God the Son as gift.
	Jesus’ “yoke” is easy because we walk alongside the One who has already borne our burdens and our sins.  He has revealed the heart of the Father.  He continues to lift us up by grace.  We have come to know, and we believe, that God’s Kingdom is not built through coercion or spectacle, but through humility, mercy, and the life-giving cross.  There, at last, weary souls find their rest.  
	
