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“The word that goes forth from the mouth of God does not return empty.  It does not come back without succeeding in what it was sent to do.”	
	From the quote above from of the prophet Isaiah to this chapter of today’s Gospel, St Matthew introduces Jesus to us as a creative teacher and a persuasive preacher who faces the crowd’s opposition and indifference.  Synagogues were the meeting and preaching places but they were closed to Him.  He adopts an unconventional mode of teaching: in the open air.  Everyone could see and hear Jesus.  Critics were already watching His every move.
	Too often, we hold on to familiar ways of doing things out of fear, afraid that any innovation will be criticized, or may not work.  To encourage our Liturgy Committee to be bold and steadfast, I spoke about “The Seven Last Words…of the Church: We never did it like that before.”
	Never to have done it like that before proves one thing: that we never did it that way before.  It says nothing about how we should do it today, or tomorrow.  Not all change is good.  but to reject all change is a refusal to grow.  No one has said it better that John Henry Newman: “To live is to change, and to be perfect is to have changed often.” (Essay on Development of Christian Doctrine, #39).
The parables are relevant, invitations of openness to change.  They make us uncomfortable.  They force us to decide where we are now, if we want to change, and what it entails.  Teaching in parables is to make people look and hear and realize they are not looking, hearing, and understanding.  The hearts of the people have grown dull, and their ears are hard of hearing, and they have shut their eyes.  They are responsible for their own failure to perceive and respond.  They are not allowing Jesus to heal them, convert them.  But if they turn and repent, God who is gracious and merciful, would heal them. 

Parables are intended to lead the people to perceive, hear, understand, repent and be healed.  Parables are intended to be transformed into an experience, into reality, into something that has power to transform people.  The soul has its own reality and parables take us there, into the deepest places.  They put us into touch with knowledge that we already know ppor forgotten how to use.
All the parables, all of Scripture, is about us, telling us the truth about ourselves whether we want to deal with it or not, telling us what we are going to do with what we see in ourselves.  This conversion, this change is experienced together, because we are in this field together, a field of family, parish, fraternity, religious community, national boundaries, universal Church.  This field is watched for growth, increase, and yield.    
Jesus is not here to bring judgment but to inspire repentance, right living, correct interpretation of the Law and Scriptures, and as a call to the Kingdom of God.  Jesus’ mission is to open the hearts and minds of the people so that, through repentance, they would find and follow the way to God.   
Who is the Sower in this story?  We are.  We are the sower because we are trying to make things grow.  What are we trying to make grow?  Any good thing, and noble purpose which we have in life: spouses try to make their marriage grow, to deepen it and to make it more life-giving; parents try to make their children grow so that they become responsible adults, believing Christians; we try to make our work productive to benefit others; family members try to keep themselves united and respectful, to care for an infirm loved one in the home; all persons of good will being more conscious of the weak and the marginalized, protecting the environment, supporting the dignity of every human being.  Whatever good thing we try to do, we are the Sower trying to make things grow.
	   
