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	Last week Jesus compared the Kingdom of heaven to a Sower scattering seed with reckless abundance.  Today, the image shifts from the generosity of the Sower to the patience of the Landowner.  The good seed has taken root, but it is not alone.  An enemy has sown weeds among the wheat, and now both grow together until harvest-time.  Question: how are we to live in a world where good and evil remain tangled together?
	A growing tension connects these Kingdom parables with individual morals.  Together they ask: if Jesus truly is the Messiah, why hasn’t everything changed?  Is Jesus the one, St John asks, or do we wait for another?  John sits in prison; religious leaders oppose Jesus; the people reject Jesus who came to save; demons continue to torment people; a pagan empire still rules.  The Kingdom has arrived, but the world hardly looks transformed.  The Parable of the Wheat and Weeds addresses this tension.
	The field is “the world,” not the Church.  Jesus “has sown the children of the Kingdom throughout creation,” yet the enemy has also been at work.  The harvest represents “the end of the age,” God’s final consummation.  Judgment belongs to God; it belongs to the end, not to the present.  The question is not whether there will be a harvest.  The question is when.  The crisis in the parable is not God’s judgment, but humanity’s impatience.  The pressure to act comes not from Jesus but from the slaves who cannot tolerate the confusion of a field where wheat and weeds grow together.
	Wheat and darnel (a poisonous weed that closely resembles wheat in its early stages) are difficult to distinguish until the grain matures.  The problem is not that weeds exist, but that premature judgment can mistake one for the other.  Everything about the slave’s proposal sounds reasonable.  They identify the problem correctly.  They offer a solution.  They volunteer to do the difficult work.  Instead, the master tells them to wait.
	The harvest is still coming.  God will judge evil--the “final judgment” in the Gospel.  but until that day, the defining characteristic of God’s Kingdom is patient mercy, rather than eager separation.  The Kingdom is already at work--it grows according to God’s timetable, rather than ours.
	Human beings are “simul justus et peccator” -- simultaneously saint and sinner.  No separation.  Humanity cannot be simply divided into pure wheat over here, pure weeds over there.  Sin in never merely “out there” in someone else.  It remains stubbornly present within each of us, even when Jesus pronounces us saved through grace.
	We often confuse appearances.  We mistake our enemies for God’s enemies.  We are quick to uproot those who Christ is patiently nurturing.  The Kingdom grows through God’s patience before it culminates in God’s judgment.
	So far, the Parable is explained.  Now, the application.  Our temptation is not to ask: “Am I wheat or am I a weed?”  Rather, Matthew pushes us to ask a different question: “Why are we so eager to do the harvesting?”
	Could it be that we live in an age of constant sorting, where disagreement becomes opportunity to decide who belongs and who doesn’t?  Social media saturates our minds to dismiss, cancel, block and label.  Politics divides the world into heroes and villains.  It’s a human impulse--see a problem and immediately want to fix it.  Pull the weeds.  Spray the field.  Separate the saved from the wicked before any more damage can be done.
	Jesus does not deny that evil exists.  He does not pretend all choices are equally good.  he does not abandon that justice is promised.  Instead, Jesus reminds us that judgment belongs to Him, not to us.
	In fact, Matthew takes this one step further.  Human beings are not entrusted with the harvest.  Jesus explains “the reapers are angels.”  Neither the slaves.  Even the disciples are not commissioned to separate the good from the bad.  At the end of the age, the work of gathering belongs to the angels, at Jesus’ command.  Do you sense that one of the greatest temptations of the Church is trying to take a job God never gave us?  
The Church, then, is free to embrace a different vocation.  Jesus’ patience gives us the gracious space in which repentance, forgiveness, and new life can grow until the day when Christ Himself brings the harvest to completion.
Our calling is to remain faithful to the work Jesus has actually entrusted to us.
