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The readings for this Sunday invite us to think about what we truly value.  Wisdom plays an important part, encouraging us to trust God’s plan, to value the Kingdom of Heaven above all else, to develop spiritually.  
Jesus points out that greater understanding of His teachings become the foundation of ethical behavior.  An understanding mind discerns between good and evil.  It places the needs of others before one’s own, sheds light on choosing what is most important.  The parables of the Buried Treasure and the Pearl of Great Price are ways of showing us how we find our heart’s desire. 
In these two parables there is a discovery, important in different ways.  The merchant finds the pearl by constant effort of searching for fine pearls.  On the other hand, the landowner finds the treasure in a field by chance.  He is not looking for it.   These two experiences, linked together, tell us that sometimes we find the Kingdom of God by looking for it.  Other times, we simply stumble upon it.
These two little parables are sandwiched in between our desire to draw close to God  Take any of the parables and reflect on them over and over again in the silence of your heart.  The Incarnation of the Son of God reveals that God comes to us, to tell us that He loves us.  In Jesus, God calls us.  God searches for us.  God is in control.  His desire is to make us His own.  When we look at these parables all together, we discover that we are not the ones doing the finding.
While it could be us “finding” the Kingdom, what makes more sense is that God in Jesus is finding us.  When God finds a sinner who is willing to repent and admit that they need God, isn’t this the Kingdom of Heaven?
When Jesus finds a tax collector who is willing to put aside his job and refrain from  skimming money from the top, and is willing to take up the work of the cross, is this not the Kingdom the Heaven?  When Jesus takes a fisherman and hands him the Keys to the Kingdom -- this, The Pearl of Great Price -- is the Kingdom of Heaven.
It’s reasonable that we can talk about the Kingdom being around us, and catch a glimpse of it.  But, how much wonderful grace is there -- in between the parable of The Sower and the parable of The Wheat and Weeds -- to hear that it is God who is trying to find us.

A similar connection can be made with the parable of The Mustard Seed.  Yes, the mustard seed could be likened to the Kingdom -- the love, the grace of God -- wide, and spread out for all -- makes a good connection with the wideness of God’s mercy, and how sinners have a place in His merxiful hert.
But we could also be likened to the mustard seed -- a weird tree/shrub that isn’t perfect.  But when we thrive, aren’t we representing the Kingdom of Heaven -- a person and place for others in the world to find refuge and safety -- and easily expanded to speak about the whole Church, faithful to be the mustard seed for others.
The Gospel reminds us not to give up hope.  God intends to save us -- to give us our heart’s desire.  It is possible to stumble on the most important things, like finding a Treasure Hidden in a Field.  Let us live in confidence.  God is in charge.  Whether we are looking for God, or not.  God is looking for us.  God is always successful.  
 	
