18 SUNDAY Ordinary Time Year A
	Door Dash, bread and fish picnic for 5,000.  May the Lord give you peace!  Today’s Gospel passage is missing a crucial piece at the beginning of Chapter 14.  It’s provides a connection for us to the events of Jesus’ life.  
“When Jesus heard this (the death of John the Baptist), Jesus withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by Himself.”  Herod and his associates are in a state of panic.  They think Jesus is John the Baptist come back from the dead.  Jesus is in danger.  He withdraws into the desert, a place useless to the political and religious elite, but a place where scarce human resources open for the people to the possibilities of divine abundance. 
	“But when the crowds heard it, they followed Jesus from the towns.  When He went ashore, He saw a great crowd; and He had compassion for them and cured their sick.”  Jesus, rejected by some, but pursued by many, wanted solitude to grieve His loss, but He is met by the crowd.  His heart goes out to them.  As they move toward Him, He moves toward them.  They needed to be in the presence of Jesus.  It’s an encounter of misery and mercy that goes by the name of compassion.  
	The people couldn’t leave now.  They needed to listen to what Jesus had to say about this.  What does this mean?  John is dead.  Panic brought fear of what may happen to them.  They we at a loss for what to do next.
It was evening now, supper time, the need for something to eat.  Food supplies are not available in the desert.  The people have to go elsewhere.  “Jesus said to them, they need not go away; give them something to eat yourselves.”  Five loaves and two fish for a number too great to count.  A number that emphasizes the importance of this moment.
But Jesus does not send them away.  Jesus, tired and exhausted from traveling and teaching for many days, is saddened, grieving and hurt by the news of John’s death.  Jesus does not send them away.  The Miracle of the Loaves and Fish is one of the most famous miracles -- the miracle of generosity and sharing -- a “God-with-us” moment.
The only food that anyone had, meager for so great a number, was offered.  “Taking the loaves and fish, Jesus looked up to heaven, blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them for all to eat.”  Do we see this as God’s gift, or do we look at this as not enough? 
A crucial shift has taken place.  The disciples move from the preoccupation with lack, to the awareness of assets.  They now know what they have.  They are no longer looking outside themselves for an answer.  They have turned their gaze within -- spiritual resources.  Going and buying may work in the physical world.  but what works in the spiritual world is standing still and becoming aware.  Knowing what we have is the beginning of spiritual transformation.


Jesus gives thanks for what they have and what we have.  No longer seeing it as too little, but seeing it as a gift, and becoming thankful.  In turn we give the gift to others.  Everyone receives and gives.  The way to proceed is to be free of the tendency to focus on the lack, looking outside ourselves as a solution.  We should know what we have.  We give thanks for it as God’s gift.  We give it to others who in turn give it to others.  The result is participation in divine abundance.
At the heart of the miracles of the Kingdom of Heaven, there is a connection with God and humanity, with each person and our neighbors.  These miracles are ways of Jesus connecting us at just the right moments when we need that connection.  “Being connected together” is the miracle when there is so much that attempts to pull us apart. 

 
