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	A Picnic for 5,000+ have been fed with 5 loaves and 2 fish, scarce human resources become the possibility of divine abundance.  After Jesus has fed them, he dismisses the crowd.  They can feed themselves now.
	Jesus sends the disciples away in a boat, pushing them off into missionary activity.  Jesus stays behind.  He will be distant from His followers.  Jesus is alone.  He leaves, and ascends the mountain, a symbol of closeness to God, and opens Himself in prayer.  He is close to God, but far away from them.  They are out in the open on the open sea, struggling with wind and waves.  The cosmic images of wind and waves symbolize the social forces that resist the teachings of Jesus while openly persecuting the disciples.  They are in trouble, and Jesus is not physically with them.  
	Jesus is at prayer, and through prayer He is in the presence of God.  And through the presence of God, Jesus is able to be with His disciples.  This is what we believe.  This is our faith.  After the death and resurrection of Jesus, He was not with them physically, but through the power of God He was spiritually present.  This spiritual presence of the Risen Christ is important in times of crisis.  Sinking with courage is a training lesson in faith and fearlessness.  
	Jesus comes to the disciples walking on the waves.  He strides over the waves rather than sinks beneath them.  The winds appear not to hinder Jesus.  It is the Risen Lord Jesus coming to the aid of His disciples through the power of God.
	The disciples mistake “Jesus coming to the rescue” as they see a ghost coming toward them.  The usual way of identifying Jesus by physical description is not happening here.  They see Him and respond with a knee-jerk reaction, and categorize Him as a ghost.
	Jesus immediately corrects their mistake.  It’s not a ghost they are encountering.  Their fear is misplaced.  Jesus identifies Himself, as “I AM,” translated, “it is I.”  It assures the disciples it is not an illusion.  They are in the presence of the real Jesus, in the reality of God-With-Us.  Courage replaces fear.  God is greater than all the forces that threaten the life of the disciples, all human life.
	When people are facing a critical event, they pray.  When making wrong choices or decisions, afraid of an unsuspected outcome, or get sick, or lose their employment, or their life is threatened by forces outside their control, they cry out to God.  God is not a fallback belief.  God is not a “Plan B.”  If they get well, or they find work, or their relationships are reconciled, or when forces of threats subside, God has reached His life-saving hand towards them, and lifted them up.
	Peter does not ask to walk on the water.  He requests that Jesus command him to come to him on the water -- a journey ever deeper into Christ -- a journey that entails the overcoming of fear, the courage not to be afraid.  Jesus responds with one word, “Come.”
	Peter courageously obeys, and with his eyes on Jesus, he is a fearless walker of the waves.  But then, aware of his surroundings, a shift from Jesus to the strength of strong winds fill his mind, captures his emotions, and he becomes frightened.  Fear engulfs him.  He cries out to the Lord.  Jesus immediately stretches out His hand, as God often does, to save him.  
	And so to Peter, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”  Jesus helps Peter to understand.  Peter has faith, he has discerned the spiritual presence of Jesus, he has the courage to accept it, to try to live.  But he has not learned perseverance.  His doubting allowed what threatened him to capture his mind and heart, more completely what calmed him.  Jesus was replaced by the preoccupation with the wind.  And so he sank.
	This Gospel event is the adventure in faith.  We try to stay focused on God’s saving presence so that resistant forces do not defeat us.  Fear captures the mind.  Fear becomes doubt when it pulls the mind out of God’s presence.  
	We may become afraid when we lose focus.  For example.  We are struggling for peace-seeking leaders; for more educational opportunities and academic excellence; for more comprehensive and respectful health care; for less crime; for fair and just business practices; for humane models for life; for less hypocritical religion.  When we try to bring heaven to earth.
	Becoming afraid may be the fear of failure, of having dreamed too large.  Violence, ignorance, greed, injustice, and inhumanity are winds stronger than we thought, overcoming our better efforts of ourselves and others.  Perseverance, a lesson of faith, for us to keep on going and not give up.
	
	  
