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	The location of today’s Gospel moves from the Garden and Mary Magdalene to the Upper Room and the Apostle Thomas.  Mary is assured that the events of the past are in the past, that the old is made a new creation, while Thomas’ character is frozen in the past and is defined as a born loser, a realist, a pessimist.  He has missed out on the Easter night appearance of Jesus.  He won’t believe in the resurrection simply on the other disciples’ claim that they have seen the Lord.  Thomas lays down his explicit, highly physical conditions.
	Jesus offers a divine courtesy, a feature in all His appearance stories in the Gospel.  Jesus is prepared, eight days later, to meet Thomas’ conditions exactly.  In the presence of the Risen Lord in person, Thomas steps forward and makes a most exalted act of faith contained in the Gospel: “My Lord and my God.”  
It seems to me that death is a kind of barrier.  While people are alive, we often talk of a spiritual presence to one another.  We sense a reality deeper than body and mind that is crucial to the identity of a person.  Body and mind are the person’s “remains.”  The spirit of the deceased is with God.  But in St John’s Gospel ascension and resurrection are distinguished.  Ascension: Jesus is with God.  Resurrection: Jesus is still present to the ones He loves.  The disciples do not have to go on without Him.  They have to go on with Him in a new way.     	
The dressing of wounds is a ministry, a compassionate presence to all around us.  “Look at My hands and My feet,” Jesus says today, gazing at all those who suffer or are wounded, near and far.  “Touch Me and see, for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.”  We are persons of flesh and bone, hands and feet -- the pierced side of Christ -- His mystical body.  By these wounds we can achieve the reality of the resurrection by our actions.  Christ is imprisoned once more in many of the socially needy, the sick, the poor and the abandoned, also in those far from us, the wicked and the criminal, and those we do not like.  Let us free Christ by recognizing Him in them.  Our attitude toward them, and our way of thinking about them, influences our behavior and actions.  It can affect them, influence them, and possibly change them.  Dare I say “transform” them.
The first step to healing the world’s wounds is our conversion, our repentance and our humility: the courage to be truthful about ourselves.  In the age-old battle of good and evil, we cannot be neutral observers.  The life of Jesus is a life of signs -- words and deeds that were capable of pulling people into the mystery of the Spirit.  His disciples were present for these signs.  They know much more than is written down.  The living Christ is the living Word of the community.



The Gospel itself is a sign.  It is meant to draw us into full belief that Jesus is God’s Son and Messiah.  This belief will open us up to the flow of divine life that comes from Jesus.  Although we have not met Jesus in the flesh, we will experience the imparting of divine life through the Gospel within the community of disciples.  There is a new form of presence.  It is not waiting for us beyond death.  Even the doors were locked, Christ is in our midst.  On the spiritual level, we are never orphaned.  How do we live the question of the resurrection?  By living the confession of St Thomas, “My Lord and My God.”
Jesus brings us into the experience also.  On Mary Magdalene, Thomas and the disciples -- and on us -- Jesus pronounces a blessing: “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believed.”  Why “blessed?”  Because from them, from us, a faith greater than theirs will be required.  The greater the faith, the more opportunity for action with the power of God. 
  	
