2Page2


23 SUNDAY Year A 2026
	Jesus returns to the heart of His mission: forgiveness and reconciliation.  This instructional piece is Matthew’s guidance on how the Church should act, and lays out moral imperatives, and procedures to be applied to breakdowns of community relationships.  Follow these restorative steps and there might be a good chance that Humpty-Dumpty will get back together again.  Should reconciliation does not happen after the first step, the procedures escalate.
	  How do we act with one another?  How do we reconcile when harm is done, and feelings are hurt?  With grace, respect and courage at this moment.
	We should not miss the opportunity to refocus ourselves in Spirit by becoming sensitive to the call of peace.  All things are in communion with God, and through God with one another.  
   As we participate in the Liturgy, and in our fraternity gatherings, do we go in with forgiveness on the tip of our tongue?  Or do we withhold forgiveness until we see real repentance, and sense the appropriate amount of face-down submission?    What do we pray for when we gather?  Let us not lose sight of the mind and spirit of Jesus -- grace -- necessary for reconciliation.  Where two or three are gathered to seek agreement, an active presence of Jesus drawing us together.
In today’s Gospel, Jesus speaks of binding and loosening, in heaven and on earth.  Giving the power of the keys has already been given to Peter.  Today, these words take on a new urgency.  Peter asks how many times should we forgive?  
As things are beginning to heat up, Peter and the disciples are journeying with Jesus to Jerusalem.  Before Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion, the disciples are watching it all unfold before their eyes.
	Jesus needs them to start thinking about how they are going to live with people after all this takes place.  Not only to live, but to forgive others. Not some of the time.  Every time.
Even before the disciples see Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion, they need to understand the grand importance of forgiveness..  Like St Francis in the picture behind me, when admonitions are given to the friars, to our sisters and brothers, and to all others, there are rule from books, but love from the heart, correction and admonishing, forgiving and reconciling, applying mercy pastorally.
So that, since we've been apart for so long, now at this moment, we have common ground. Now, at this moment. We stand face-to-face, heart to heart; renewed, refocused.
Yes, The journey continues. But that journey now is renewed; with a greater and deeper sense of purpose, because it is love that has been… offered… received and given. First, by the Lord Himself to us.  And for us to go and do likewise.
May God be with us always, and in all ways.
Sisters and brothers, may the Lord bless you and keep you. May He turn His face to you and have mercy upon you.
May turn his countenance to you and give you his peace.
And may the Lord bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.



