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	We live in a contentious world.  We live in a society where the differences between people are growing wider and louder.  When we disagree with someone, it is becoming common practice not only to state our opinion, but to tear down or attack the person who disagrees with us.  Civility and respect for one’s opponent are quickly set aside.
	Anger lives, on a daily basis.  It’s carried around through our routines.  It burns inside, waiting to explode when someone crosses us, when we are not valued, when our economic situation slips away, when we no longer recognize our own morality.  
Biblical prophets and wisdom of the ages remind us that we also are sinners, that we also have hurt others, that we also have been wrong on many occasions.  When we remember our morality, it gives us room to let go of anger, to let go of pride, to choose peace over rage, love over hate, forgiveness over anger and to discover a way to be patient with others.
How stunning is it that in these weeks early in September, as we observe the 25th anniversary of 9-11, the Sunday liturgical readings are powerful, especially Matthew’s Gospel where Jesus commands us to forgive those who have hurt us.
But as we participate in the many public events, we hear many facts: the number of lives lost, about how to honoring them and protecting our country, and about preserving the American way of life.  From the President on down, the one word we will not hear is the word, “forgiveness.”   It’s the word Jesus commands us to live in our everyday encounters. 
Again and again we hear: “forgiveness.”  And again: how many times?  On the lips of Peter, his words are on ours as well.  Peter envisions repeated offences.  At the start he forgives the offender, as a follower of Jesus is asked to do.  But  forgiveness is not met with repentance.  The offender continues.
	The story Jesus tells is both comforting and harsh, filled with both mercy and what the offender deserves.  What is the offense?  Is the offense major or minor?  Is the hurt deeply wounding or is it an irritant?  We might think this common sense information is important, but the emphasis is on the limits of forgiveness.  



We are to look at our own lives and see what we are doing to one another -- and what the Father will do with us.  We are forgiven a debt that is impossible to forgive.  This is God’s mercy in Jesus.  We realize how sinful experiences claim us.  Experiences of being sinned against and sinning are not over.  Their power can dominate us and bring us under its control, a bondage from which we cannot free ourselves.
Today’s Gospel is not about overlooking past sinfulness, or cancelling debt.  The Church teaches that forgiveness is an intense giving of life and energy into the freedom of the person.  We plead because we admit our helplessness.  It opens us and to receive what we ask for.  We are given time to break the hold of our mistakes.  
Forgiveness is not pretending that everything is fine; it’s not making an excuse for the person who offends; it’s not putting ourselves back into the same situation where we can be hurt again.
Forgiveness is realizing that we cannot change the past; forgiveness is refusing to let what we cannot change control us.
Grace brings possibility into an impossible situation.  It’s God’s grace giving us time, not in endless minutes, but in endless opportunities.
