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	Disciples are those who follow, who imitate the Lord Jesus, being responsible for what God has entrusted to us, to the world, and all that is in it.  We respond to Jesus as His disciples have done: “We have left everything to do what You have asked.  What then will we have?” Is today’s parable about sacrifice and reward, a payoff?  We need to hear Jesus promises that it does.  Then Jesus tells a story that complicates what we might expect the promise of sacrifice and reward to mean.
	First, let us recall that we have heard Jesus teach about conflict, reconciliation, and forgiveness.  About how a community stays together.  Who is being pushes away?  How do we address them?  What does it mean to regain a brother or sister?  How often are we to do this?	
	Second.  Jesus leaves Galilee and travels forward to Jerusalem and the cross.  Life together has not been left behind.  We are to carry on the mission of the Kingdom, and everything to make this happen: Jesus’ teaching about divorce to test Jesus; our uneasy response to Jesus’ teaching about marriage;  about differences Jesus brings into the conversation people whose lives do not fit the expected patterns of marriage and family; parents preventing children from coming to Jesus; Jesus tells them to let the children come.  The Kingdom belongs to such as these.
	Third, learning the lesson of whom to welcome.  A rich, young man asks Jesus what good deed must be done to have eternal life.  Jesus tells him what he must do.  Following Jesus sounds good until it means letting go of what makes one’s life secure, about the difficulty of entering the Kingdom.  If this one cannot manage it then, who can be saved?  Jesus directs us toward what God can do, rather than what human beings can accomplish.  Then comes reality from the human heart: “Look, we have left everything followed You.  What then will we have?”
We need to appreciate this question, experiencing fraternity life, we are genuinely faithful and hopeful that sacrifice means something.  Jesus does not brush us off.  He promises us a place in the renewal of all things, things that can sit right alongside the expectation that one has inherited a special place: eternal life.  Our Profession, remembering the promise rooted in hope, lest we become too comfortable, Jesus adds: “But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.”
	Now, today’s parable.  At the end of the day, the workers engage in a volatile activity of comparing salaries, and moves to charges of unfairness, of being discriminated against, a decline in employee morale, and as the Gospel indicates, an epidemic of grumbling.  As for human nature, no reason is good enough when one senses someone got away with something and we did not.  This feeling of unfairness is a fast-running mental tape.  We’ve been cheated.  Is there any other way to see this?  The workers are grumble-ready.
	The truth of one’s mental disposition is exposed.  Placing ourselves at the center of the universe, an ego-centered attitude evaluates everything: “You have made them equal to us.” 
The parable knows of a person’s egocentricity.  It’s one side of the story. The other side is seeing things from God’s point of view, which is difficult, because the ego-centric point of view is deeply rooted.  God is the landowner, the Lord of the Vineyard.  But this Lord of the Vineyard will have none of it.  The owner visits the marketplace often and sends everyone off to the vineyard.  The owner is shameless in the diversity of the ways the calls are sent.  The greatest point of the story is the work.  Let’s hear it for Lester: “a Franciscan does not sit on a curb watching the world go by.”  
From the Lord’s point of view, what really matters is not what you get.  What really matters is that one works in the vineyard.  The real problem begins as idleness in the marketplace.  It’s the larger reality that calls us to join in the work of harvesting a new human reality. 
	Once we are in the vineyard, we are in the Lord’s domain.  The rules change because of who the owner is, and what the owner is about.  The work itself is the reward.  The joy is in the contribution and blessedness of joining with the Lord of the Vineyard in renewing the creation of the world.  We are now aware of a state of being in the “Kingdom of heaven,” and not in a state of being of “Comparative Status,” or “Fear of Not Getting What You Deserve.”
We do not have to worry and look out for oneself.  The One for whom we work knows what we need.  He is only too willing to supply it.  We live no longer in the envious world of comparison, but in the abundant world of God’s goodness. The Lord of the Vineyard has no choice.  God has to give all that God has. A one-day’s wages.      
	


	
	 
	   
