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Today’s Gospel parable of the vineyard is used in rather different ways, even if it is clear that the landowner represents God, and the vineyard, God’s people.  The landowner’s love for his vineyard and his eager anticipation of enjoying its fruits is shown by all the measures taken to ensure its productivity: located on a fertile hillside, cleared of stones, planted with the choicest vines, guarded by a watchtower and protective wall, a winepress ready to process its produce as soon as it is ready.  
How unexpected is the yield of sour grapes.  How understandable the disappointment of the owner, and the destructive measures he takes in such contrast to the love and care he had shown before.
The prophet in the first reading composes a song for a close friend who has had a disappointing experience with a vineyard.  This experience is used as an allegory of God’s experience with His people, imaged as the Lord’s vineyard.  The application of this song is obvious and telling, in both positive and negative respects.  
God’s people have received from God all the love and protection suggested by the landowner’s activity in regard to the vineyard.  God looked to receive a rich return on all this attention.  But instead of justice and integrity, the only produce is “bloodshed and a cry of distress.”
Biblical theology is remarkable here in the way the image serves the prophetic concern that the faithfulness and love the people have received from God, should have been reproduced as social justice in all its forms.  Instead, what has resulted is the “sour grapes” of violence against the vulnerable and cries of the poor who have been wronged in this way.  It is not external forces that have ravaged the vines but corruption within -- the lack of social justice.  
Where do we go from here?  Let us recognize the weakness and limits of human nature.  Let the Christian attitude align its judgment with the assurance of God’s revelation in Christ, without close-mindedness, understanding without cynicism, and confidence without arrogance.
The lesson of the parable follows Catholic social doctrine.  Neither son in the parable treated his father with respect and obedience.  Neither hypocrisy nor greed please God, but clearly the one who “changed his mind,” with all humiliation and humility and went into the fields, cheered his father’s heart more than the other.  Even when we grumble at God’s love and concern when we first discover it, we can make God’s heart rejoice if we obey.  
   
