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In today’s parable of the Wedding Banquet of the King’s Son, we hear once again, in a kind of allegory of salvation history, what the Kingdom of God is like. The wedding feast is the fullness of salvation. The bridegroom is Jesus, the Son of God.  Servants, the prophets, are sent one after the other to issue invitations, to Israel in the Old Testament.  They go out first to Israel once more.  When again Israel fails to respond, the prophets are told to invite those “on the crossroads,” the Gentiles.  
The final scene brings the allegory to an end where the king notices a guest not wearing a wedding garment, and orders him to be cast out.  It evokes the Last Judgment, when the mixture of good and bad will be sorted out.  Our task is to discover why the king behaves as he does. 
The garment is understood in terms of righteousness, a changed life, or being clothed in Christ.  In these readings for today, the guest’s missing garment suggests that attending the banquet and responding to the invitation are not the same thing.  So, what does it mean to receive an invitation that changes us?  But I am still troubled by the king.
When we believe someone has the right authority, or defending something that is important, we can be willing to defend their cruelty.  Violence depends on more that the person who gives the final order.  It can also depend on those who cooperate, those who justify it, those who protect their standing when they have the opportunity to speak. Their position convinces us that they must be right, when those being punished are the ones we think deserve it.  Their stated concern is protecting their own position.  And we justify what they have done.  
We may never give an order to bind someone and throw them out.  But what part do we play when we defend the person who does?  What happens when protecting our position, our relationships, or the person we trust becomes more important than the person being hurt?
If we assume that the king represents God, we now find ourselves understanding God who shapes the way we treat people, and how we understand authority.  The parable invites us to examine our own cooperation, our own defenses, and the moments when protecting our standing keeps us from speaking. 
This is where the flip in the parable can interrupt our own defenses.  The guest is bound and thrown out.  We have to look again at the king we’ve been defending.  We began by explaining why his actions must be justified.  Now St Matthew asks us to recognize Jesus in the guest suffering because of them.
As the Cross approaches, Jesus shows us how He will use the authority entrusted to Him.  He will not summon the legions available to Him.  He will continue to love the ones He came to save, even when they turn against Him.  We move towards Matthew 25.  Jesus tells us where to look for him: among the hungry, the stranger, the naked, the sick, the imprisoned.  Those whose suffering we so often don’t help to carry, are the ones with whom Jesus identifies Himself.
The man is cast out.  But being rejected by those in power does not mean being abandoned by God.  Jesus is present to those who have been stripped of dignity, pushed aside, treated as thought their lives do not matter.  And when we turn toward them in love and tender mercy, we meet the Lord who has already made their suffering His own.
We need to turn and look back from whence we came.  St Francis did.  We must perceive as he did to the “givens” that were in front of him…”the Lord gave me brothers;”  the leper was given; suffering and rejection were given; so, too, was peace given…”May the Lord give you peace.” 




 
