
3 LENT Year A Sunday 8 March
	“Lord, give me this water, that I may never thirst.”	
The drama of Jesus and the Samaritan Woman at the well shows how one person’s conversion, in conversation with Jesus, foreshadows and leads to a world-wide outreach of salvation.
	This Third Sunday of Lent we begin the first of three Gospels directed to the catechumens who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil.   In view, they are wonderfully rich: theologically, spiritually, and pastorally, not easy to do justice to them in the time constraint of a Sunday homily.
	The first reading from Exodus provides background for the Gospel.  The provision of life-giving water forms the connection between the two passages.  Worth mentioning though, a better background to Jesus’ meeting with the woman would have been from the patriarchal stories where leading figures meet their future spouses at a well: Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob and Rachel. 
And so, earlier in John’s Gospel, Jesus had provided the “best of wine” at the wedding at Cana.  It was the bridegroom’s responsibility to provide the wine.  By doing so miraculously, Jesus is disclosed as the Bridegroom of Israel.  In His person and presence, the long-promised “nuptials” between God and Israel, (Hosea), have been accomplished.  
Now, in this scene by a well in Samaria, Jesus the Bridegroom breaks through a strong ethnic barrier between Jews and Samaritans, and an equally strong social barrier: a man talking in public to a woman not of His family.  In the conversation, Jesus intends to “woo” the long-separated Samaritans. In this way, Jesus seeks to overcome the age-old hostility between Jews and Samaritans, and reconstitutes an inclusive union of the People of God.
All begins with a human need for something (for here its water), for wine, for wholeness, for bread, for sight, for life.  Jesus remedies the need miraculously.  The gift of water so provided functions as a symbol of a much more profound gift that Jesus is the Bread of Life, the Light of the World, the Resurrection and the Life.
 This episode has two stages.  The first concern is the provision of water.  Overcoming ethnic and social barriers, Jesus asks the woman to slake His thirst by providing Him with a drink of water.  The woman is surprised at this.  Jesus develops a deeper symbolic meaning by speaking of a gift “living water” that He could provide for her if she only knew who Jesus is.  “Living water” provides a constant gushing spring, rather than the inert water of a well.  At a deeper level, water that gives life, is not life in the sense of mere existence, but the “eternal life” that is a genuine sharing in the life of God.  “Laudato si’, mi Signore, per sor’aqua: Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Water, who is very useful and humble and precious and chaste.”
The gift of “living water” is nothing else than the gift of the Spirit.  St Paul’s wonderful statement in the second reading states, “the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.”   
The woman’s experience at the well, now, is unlike other times drawing water.  The conversation reaches an impasse.  She cannot enter into a deeper appreciation of who Jesus is, and of the real gift He has to offer, until she has explored more deeply her own life and personal situation. 
We move to the next stage of the drama, about her shortcomings of her private life.  The scene ultimately suggests that she undergo a profound conversion.  She is also a symbolic figure of her Samaritan people.  Jews considered Samaritan religion debased and tainted with idolatry eyes.  Her present lack of a husband could indicate the present readiness of the Samaritans to be “wed” to Jesus, Israel’s true Bridegroom.
The knowledge of her private life leads the woman to recognize Jesus as a prophet.  Prophets see beneath the surface of things.  Which prompts the woman to bring up the question of worship.  Jews worship God in the Temple in Jerusalem while the Samaritans worship God on Mt Gerazim in Samaria.  Jesus resolves the issue of worship.  He speaks of a worship of neither locale.  The hour is coming--and now is--in the person of Jesus, when those who worship God as  God, now wants to be worshipped will do so “in spirit and in truth.”
Not through animal sacrifices that were conducted in the Temple, but through a worship proceeding from a heart truly converted through the gift of the Holy Spirit, and through the acceptance of the revelation of God (the truth) present in the person of Jesus.  When the woman goes on to speak of the Messiah who is to come, Jesus reveals Himself to be that figure in the rich words of “I am He.”
The disciples return and are surprised to find Jesus bridging the ethnic barrier and social gender.  The woman sets aside her water jar.  She abandons her quest for ordinary water.  She is already understanding something of the true gift Jesus gives her--the life-giving gift of the Holy Spirit and revelation of the truth,
The woman now becomes a missioner to her own people.  Come and see someone who has helped me see my life, with all its ups and downs, failures and wanderings as a story, an unfolding story of salvation.  It all began with God’s Word Incarnate, placing Himself in a situation of human need.  The one who thirsted for ordinary water, imparts to those who believe in Jesus, the “living water” of the Holy Spirit.” 
Since God has shown so much love for us when we were sinners--giving His Son to die for us--how much more confident can we be, that God’s love will see us through life, now that we have become--through faith and justification--friends of God, reconciled.  Hope flows from the extremity of God’s love communicated by the Spirit.  Praise be You, my Lord, through Sister Water, who is very useful and humble and precious and chaste.
