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	As the Christmas-Epiphany event slips further away into the shadows, we dare not forget its gift of redeeming grace.  The Church urges us to draw closer to the presence of Jesus, manifested in the daily events of our living, and live in Him who is the Light of the world.  This is the reality, that the darkness that dominates might diminish.  Let us seek and walk in the light of the Gospel, the Light that gives spiritual direction.
	We begin with Isaiah, the prophet who raises our hope, the hope that comes from the fact that God has manifested His saving and redeeming Light on us.  His message is one of deliverance, God’s light, that has achieved many impossible changes in human lives.  Like St Francis do we present ourselves before the Light, “Most high, glorious God, cast your light into the darkness of my heart…”  Right faith; certain hope; perfect charity, insight and wisdom are God’s radiant, healing, life-giving gifts, the Light that brings spiritual direction, giving us a proper orientation to God and others. 
	St Matthew never misses an opportunity to point to the fulfillment of God’s saving plan, in all the details in Jesus’ life.  The voice of St John the Baptist is made quiet, while the Word--Jesus--is heard.  The appearance of Jesus in the region of the Sea of Galilee is enough for Matthew to see the ministry of Jesus will be the great and glorious light that is to shine on those who walk in darkness and the shadow of death.  His light is strongly felt.  It brings healing and deliverance.  Are we, then, aware that our presence are reflections of Jesus’ light, making a positive difference wherever we are.  
	Jesus’ message, “Repent, the Kingdom of Heaven is close at hand.”  More than sorrow for sin, repent calls for a change of mind, not just in an intellectual sense, but a change involving a transformation of attitude at a deep, personal level, to be prepared to look at one’s life and one’s hope for the future in a totally new way.  To be open are receptive to the action of God. 
	There was widespread belief among the people that they had fallen out of a loving relationship with God.  The experiences of the Exodus and the Exile gave way to the oppressive occupation of their country by the Romans.  They longed for the time when there would be a re-assertion of God’s rule, at the coming of the Promised Messiah.
	Central to the Kingdom was not political and economic recovery, but a divine reclaiming of human hearts.  It meant a radical change of heart, the summons of “repent.”  Jesus was sent into the world to proclaim, fulfill the words of the prophets, bring light to those in darkness ands fear; to preach conversion, and open the eyes of all to the Kingdom that has come in His own presence among us.  Jesus calls two sets of brothers to His side, and they follow along with Him, learning by watching, hearing and being in His presence, being associated with Him. 
	There is a great deal of difference between fishing for fish and fishing for people.  Fish can be caught against their will, and violently pulled from the sea.  People are caught by uncovering the deep desires of their hearts.  Their hearts were moved to immediately follow Him.  Argument would come later.  To follow or not follow would come later.  Abandonment would come later.  For now, they found themselves walking behind Jesus a safe harbor more primordial than sea and family.  The desire of their heart had been uncovered and called forth.  Jesus catches these future catchers of men.
	Once again, we are asked if our lives reflect what Jesus is doing in the world.  Are we fulfilling our theme of going into the world, proclaiming the Good News of hope, justice, and life, especially for the poorest and the hungry of the earth?  Are we changing the way we live, what we do with our resources and income, our excess and our privilege?  
	May the Lord grant us to see everything now with new eyes, to discern reading the signs of the times, to savor the things that are yours, and to communicate them to others.  Give us the clarity of understanding that You gave St Francis. 
