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	Jesus “told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others with contempt…”  For the upcoming parable, St Luke identifies his listeners who have managed to inhabit the relationship between God, self, and others in a twisted sort of way.  Instead of trusting in God, they trust in themselves, earning the title: “the self-righteous,” with an excessive focus on the ego that unfolds into contempt for others.  The self-righteous need others to look down on, by maintaining their elevated sense of themselves.  Relational ties are severed, neither indebted to God nor connected to neighbor.  The parable provides an alternative.
	“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.”  The story contrasts two ways of praying.  One has a deep-seated need to feel superior.  His prayer is blatant self-promotion that makes him special and separates him from the riff raff.  The far-off tax collector is proof positive he is not like the others.  For the Pharisee the real action is between him and the tax collector.  God, the focus of all genuine prayer, has faded into the background. The tax collector does not stand arrogantly by himself, but humbly at a distance.  He does not push his own achievements, but bows his head in reverence, and opens his unworthiness to divine mercy.  
	What’s obvious is that everyone prays according to where they are at.  The story is about praying.  Both are doing it right, given who they are and what they have done.  This is not the teaching that St Luke’s Jesus draws from the parable.  One does it wrong, and the other does it right.  Prayer is not this way or that way, depending on people and circumstances.  Only one type of prayer results in justification, the proper placement of the self in relationship to God and neighbor.
	Jesus does not focus on the sinfulness-mercy prayer.  The contrast is about exaltation and humility.  The parable goes beyond “the proud brought low and the humble raised up.”   We are free to direct our thinking and acting--“those who exalt themselves” and “those who humble themselves.”   It’s about transformation from contrasting models of prayer into two moments of spiritual development.  
	But we must choose.   We are used to valuing what makes us different.  We value our uniqueness, emphasizing it so that it sets us apart.  Our common humanity is a mere backdrop for where the real action is.  And so, to live a Franciscan witness to the Gospel, let us daily learn the value of “living humbly.”  Inner change is difficult, and requires our effort and God’s grace.  We open the door of valuing both ourselves and others as sisters and brothers.  Inner transformation is a larger “way of seeing.”  
	It is right and just that each one of us should be thankful, for health and energy, for our talents, for our relationships, for our achievements.  To be grateful.  Living humbly is being in right relationship with God, from whom comes all good, knowing our dependence on God’s mercy.  Yes, we are good and worthwhile people, but in the presence of God we humble ourselves, to be empty enough to let mercy in, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.”  
	 
