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“Knowledge is power,” Benjamin Franklin once said.  He also said, “Beer is proof that God loves us and wants us to be happy.”  But that’s for another day.  Knowledge is power.  In our country, a good education is the key to open doors of opportunity and financial security.  But one thing that doesn’t come bundled automatically with knowledge, is wisdom.  For that, we must go to its source.
	So, who or what is the source of wisdom?  Hebrew Scriptures speak of Lady Wisdom—God’s partner in creation—an active agent of God’s desire.  What God wants, Wisdom makes clear to those who seek her.  Wisdom does not play hide-and-seek.  Energetically, she makes her rounds in the hopes of meeting the one who waits for her.  St Francis is one of those who sings of Wisdom as the Queen of all Virtues, along with her sisters: holy and pure simplicity, poverty, humility, charity, and holy obedience.  Wisdom, then, is our guide, the guide for anyone on the sacred journey toward harmonizing our lives with God’s will.
	On our part, Wisdom comes as a result of keen observation of the realities of everyday life, with openness and attentiveness, listening and discerning the essentials, going forth embracing life, life in the present, life now!  God’s gift of Wisdom enlightens human hearts, and leads to personal holiness, combines with it common sense, true faith, good judgment, sense and knowledge.  Wisdom allows for a place for God in our lives.
	Wisdom has a practical connection.  She summons humanity and gives substance to what it means to “be wise.”  Wisdom speaks.  She also acts, concerning respect for the poor and patterns of destructive behavior, the danger of careless speech and the hazard of having the wrong kind of friends.  On the other hand, good work, good speech, good friends, and respect for the poor will bring well-being to society.  All, the counsel of Wisdom.  Being wise is bringing one’s life, one’s conduct, one’s goal into the resolve for peace.
	The alternative is “foolishness.”  Foolishness is living against the grain of moral consistency that Wisdom guarantees.  Foolishness assumes that we can do what we want, and have what we want, according to money, power, and influence, without restraint, imagining that we are autonomous, and that without God “everything is possible.”
	And now, the present political environment in which we are enmeshed, is in many ways an exhibit of foolishness that mocks Wisdom.  We get a great deal of careless speech.  We get assaults on the poor, the immigrant and asylum seekers, the loss of life and human dignity in the Middle East, the displacement of people in Ukraine.  We get illusions that some technical solutions can satisfy relational problems that are grounded in unbridled greed.
	So much political talk is conducted without mindful moral sensitivity.  It doesn’t understand that serious faith concerns the connectedness of all human beings and all creatures, so that society cannot be divided between the indifferent and the needy—Pope Francis, Laudato Si’, Fratelli Tutti, Laudate Deum.
	In today’s Gospel, St Matthew offers a flip-side image: that of the women who sit and wait.  They do not keep vigil for Wisdom, but are themselves separated into the wise and the foolish.  Lady Wisdom, it appears, has already made her rounds: the five who took her counsel brought extra oil for their lamps.  What the women are prepared for is nothing less than the fulfillment of history, which St Paul also speaks to today in his Letter: the Bridegroom they are waiting for arrives, though His coming is not announced.  It is simply believed in and longed for.  They light their lamps in “joyful hope” for the coming of a presence that is the consummation of every human desire, Jesus!  The women awaiting the Beloved are the perfect complement to those seeking Lady Wisdom.
Lady Wisdom is God’s partner in creation, an active agent of God’s desire.  To those who seek Wisdom, Wisdom makes clear what God wants.  Wisdom speaks on her own authority.  She also acts, creates, saves and directs human history.  Wisdom is about connectedness of all creatures in moral integrity.  I see evidence of this in the capacity of women in Congress cooperating across ideological lines in a way that male members of Congress tend not to do.  Male macho posturing is an affront to connectedness.
	No one has a monopoly on Wisdom.  No one is immune to foolishness because it shows up everywhere.  Let us remember that Wisdom, not foolishness, delights God the Creator; that Wisdom generates moral character that cannot be mocked; and that human conduct can be influenced with the claims of Wisdom.
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