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Two interesting but contrasting figures appear in today’s Scripture readings: Proverbs’ wife and mother, with all of her domestic duties, finds time to develop her personal skills and to dedicate herself to the needs of others; the rejected servant in Matthew’s Gospel is totally devoid of an enterprising spirit.
We are told today that the fruitful use of God’s gifts enters into the final assessment of our lives.  The vital, operative word here is “faithful.”  A significant New Testament term.  A twin meaning.  On one hand, Christians are called “the faithful” -- reliable, dependable, trustworthy. On the other, they are “faith-filled,” full of faith.  They can be trusted completely because they have entrusted themselves completely: to God and His Christ, to God’s people, to God’s creation.
Every one of us, young or old, has been entrusted by God with gifts and talents to contribute to the work of creation.  While there are many who give of themselves with real dedication, it is also true that many see their faith in terms of Sunday Mass attendance and keeping the Commandments (more or less).  
The Word of God today sees things quite differently.  We are all called to mission, to grow in the grace of God, and to use our talents for good, not just for profit.  God will hold us accountable for what we have done with what we have been given.  Christian fidelity calls for risk.  Each of us has gifts of nature and grace which can touch the lives of others.  Which of the three servants were called “faithful?”  Not the servant who played it safe, the one who hid his talents in the ground.  Only the servants who took a chance.  






How, then, be faithful -- full of faith and keeping faith?  Fidelity is where you are.  Faithfulness is here and now.  It’s one thing to be faithful when the issues are stark and clear, when you know the way to go and what will end well, when it doesn’t cost anything, doesn’t threat your way of life.  It’s quite another thing to find your way in darkness, when you are not sure, when you’re afraid, when discipleship costs, when you must lose your life in order to find it, when the Lord simply says: “You have your gifts: My Church and your conscience, my grace and your good sense.  Trade with them until I return.”
You may indeed trade badly, choose poorly, decide wrongly.  But when the Master comes, He will not ask how often you were right, but how honestly you tried; not how brilliant you were, but how loving; not how close to the vest you played it, but how ready you were to risk all for Him.  Very simply, did you always kick on fourth-and-one?
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33rd Sunday

Presider:  As industrious servants working until Jesus returns at the end of time, let us pray on behalf of the human family:

1] That our Holy Father, Pope Benedict, and all Bishops in communion with him, may they teach and lead us with the Splendor of Truth, we pray to the Lord…..

2] That Christians may neither hide their gifts nor shrink from taking risks, but use creatively the talents God has entrusted to them, we pray to the Lord…..

3] That those who work in business and politics, science and technology, may bring gifts of competency and compassion, we pray to the Lord…..

4] That the sick and suffering, those displaced by natural disasters, all who find life difficult, may our concern for them strengthen their faith, we pray to the Lord…..

5] That by their word and example, may parents invite their children to a deeper faith in the Eucharist and to a greater openness to the call of Christ, we pray to the Lord…..

6] That nations may work together to achieve an enduring peace and a trust that will prevail, we pray to the Lord…..

7] That our loved ones who have died in the peace of Christ --(pause)-- may they enter in the joy of their Lord, we pray to the Lord…..

8] For your own intentions at this time --(pause)-- we pray to the Lord….. 


Presider:  You have entrusted to us, O God, many gifts and blessings.  Transform our hearts in Your love.  Fill us with zeal and daring.  May we be found industrious and trustworthy, and so enter into the joy of our Lord who is and who was and who is to come: Your Son, who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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