
33 C 2025
	Our journey through this passing world, liturgically speaking, comes to its finality next Sunday, the Solemnity of Christ, King of the Universe.  During this 33rd Sunday today, in month of November, the Church invites us to reflect on the Four Last Things: death, judgment, heaven, and hell.  As the golden hues of autumn give way to the lifeless look of winter, we are encouraged to see that our lives are on the journey that leads to autumn and then to the winter of death.  But those who have faith know that this passage to death ultimately leads to glory.  In the First Letter of John, we read: “And the world passes away, but the one who does the will of God abides forever” (1 Jn 2,17).	
	In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives us a road map of life.  He calls us to be awake about the passing and perilous nature of the world.  
History records that political unrest leads to hatred and suspicion.  Unauthorized factions gain power.  Difficult situations led to oppression and persecution.  War brings destruction.  Everything that people hold dear, their heritage and traditions will pass away.  Complete destruction of neighboring countries resulted in massive migration and death.  Today, unfortunately, this history is repeating itself.  Widespread radical transformation of the worst kind.  We need to understand what it means for us today.
Jesus invites us to notice what is beautiful and precious.  He refers to the Temple.  They admire the Temple’s beauty.  But the Lord reminds them that although it is glorious now, in the end it will all be destroyed.  For us, too, we need to understand that whatever glory we see or experience in this world will not last.  In the end, it will all pass away.
We see the Temple as a symbol of passing things.  What was once in splendor now is gone.  Everything we see will pass.  A truth difficult to accept.  The world, and we ourselves, will pass from it one day.  but, although one world ends, another begins.  Jesus comes to inaugurate the Kingdom, the in-breaking of the age of the Church, even as the old was coming to its end.

The human spirit laments all kinds of loss, even our own death.  Physical death is not to be equated with loss of life.  Indeed, it is the door to fuller life.  A new and greater world--that of Heaven--awaits those who are faithful.  The disciples ask Jesus for signs that will precede the coming end.  The signs for us today are the liturgy and the sacraments--the new world breaking forth when we partake of it.
Just as in any journey we set out to accomplish, challenges are bound to appear.  So, too, on our journey to the promised land of heaven, we will experience necessary encounters: fighting for what is right and just, refuting the wages of sin, releasing false priorities.  A journey of any kind requires direction and perseverance.  “O most High and Glorious God, cast Your light into the darkness of my heart…give me right faith, certain hope, perfect charity sense and knowledge…” for You, O Lord, are the firm foundation of my life, not wealth, political power, and worldly excess.  In the present moment of trial, we are called to that endurance that was in the mind and heart of Jesus.
For us, a speedy deliverance is not at hand.  A fair share of cross-bearing has to come first: persecutions come in different forms; convictions determine personal standing in society; strong beliefs can be quaint and outmoded; families and nations of peoples are still divided; fundamentalists look to the sky, not seeing the beauty of the Aurora Borealis, but that the end is near.  
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