
4 Sunday Year A 2026      Adopt certain attitudes.  Live certain values.
	The stories of the Gospels may be long and involved, while others reveal bare-bones theater.  Soaring rhetoric of the Sermon on the Mount is stunning drama.  There is Jesus, an inner circle of disciples, an outer circle of crowds.  His words must embrace both circles.  But with His mountain sight what will Jesus say?
	Would He speak about a lost covenant, a broken relationship with God.  Sin had separated them.  So, let heritage be reclaimed, let us return to the glory of the past.  Or should Jesus follow up on the emphasis of John the Baptist, that something from the future is coming.  Repent now or face the fire.  Speaking about punishment always has an audience.	
	Sisters and Brothers, neither past glory nor future fear is Jesus’ voice.  His focus is on the deepest truth of the present, a truth that contradicts surface circumstances, and that truth will eventually win out.  Jesus enters into direct engagement.  The repeated “blessed,” a single foundational truth with many manifestations, shows its force and creativity.  Everything about Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount is meant to persuade the listener to a deeper way to see the surface circumstances the crowds are experiencing.
What does Jesus see when He sees?  Seeing is a physical act.  It notices outward appearances.  Seeing is also a mental act.  It evaluates people and places them in social categories the mind uses.  But seeing is also a spiritual act.  It is aware of the spiritual nature of people.  The eye of the soul sees people in relationship to the Divine Source, and in communion with all of creation.
	With Jesus, we need to perceive the physical, social, and spiritual reality of people.  When Jesus goes up on a mountain to be closer to God and to see people from this higher perspective, this higher spiritual seeing will exist side by side with a physical seeing, and especially with a social seeing.  The spiritual truth of who they people are, interacts with their social conditions.  The truth will   eventually be the judge, and will overcome their oppressiveness.  
 	This way in which Jesus sees, holding together social and spiritual reality, is what we and the disciples must learn to do.  Contemplative gaze leads to personal transformation.  It also leads to social action because to see Christ is to love Him, and to love Him is to serve Him.  St Francis loved the Scriptural blessing: “The Lord bless you and keep you; may He turn His face to you and have mercy upon you; may He turn His countenance to you and give you peace.”  Through experience Francis knew that the one who sees God’s face cannot remain indifferent to God’s world.  To love God is to love what God loves, people and all of creation.  
	To be transformed into the image of Christ means not only being transfigured.  The more we become like Christ, the more we incarnate the love of God in the world, because that is what He did.  “Shining like the sun,” we radiate light and warmth to the world that needs them to survive.  When the goal of contemplation is to generate a private spiritual buzz, it is not only a mistake, it’s heresy!  Our action is a test of the genuineness of our contemplation: “By their fruits you shall know them.”  If our gazing at Christ doesn’t cause us to turn a compassionate gaze at the world, and motivate us to compassionate action, then we need to check on whether it’s really Christ to whom we’ve been gazing. 

	What do we do now when we have come down the mountain.  The view was only temporary.  Twenty minutes and the Sermon is over.  We can be cynical, as we return, back down to earth: poverty crushes all the way through, mourning has no comfort, persecution is victory for the persecutors, mercy is limited, peacemaking impossible, and meekness inherits nothing.  Jesus had us breathing fresh, sweet air for a moment, but now we choke on human pollution.
	But we can choose to be thankful.  With Jesus speaking to us we broke through to a truth that everyday language cannot communicate.  We find it difficult to bring this truth down to the heart.  Even still, we do not know how to put it into practice.  It means that there is more work to be done.  Jesus’ word is the seed.  Action is the fruit.  Without the seed there is no fruit.  The memory of these “twenty minutes more or less” can change a person.  
	 
