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	“You are the light of the world.  A city on a mountain cannot be hidden.”  At  his 1994 Inaugural Address as President of South Africa, Nelson Mandela said, “Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate.  Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure.  It is our light, not our darkness, that most frightens us.  
We ask ourselves, who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented and fabulous?  Actually, who are you not to be?  You are a child of God.  Your playing small doesn’t serve the world.  There’s nothing enlightened about being a shrinking violet so that other people won’t feel insecure around you.  We were born to make manifest the glory of God that is within us.  It’s not just in some of us.  It’s in everyone. 
And as we let our own light shine, we consciously give other people permission to do the same.  As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically liberates others.”  
Such a Gospel corrective to our misunderstanding about humility.  Spontaneously we tend to think of humility as self-depreciation, as never blowing our own horn, as always first waiting to be asked before we step forward to offer our gifts.  We identify humility with non-assertiveness.  Heresy is something that’s 98% correct.  The other 2% is what hangs us.
Our gifts and talents are meant to help others.  Theirs are meant to help us.  To hide our light under a bushel basket serves no one, nor ourselves, not even God.  When we play small, however moral and noble the intent, something inside begins to irritate us.  We begin to enrage.  We are doing what belies who we are.  False humility enrages, becomes bitter, jealous, and frustrated at being forced to live a lie--even if it still says all the right things.
   	


In today’s Gospel Matthew applies to Jesus the prophetic oracle of Isaiah: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shown.”  In like manner, the psalmist’s assertion that the “Lord is my light” is echoed in Jesus’ words: “I am the Light of the world.  The one who follows Me will have the light of life.”
Christianity is about light.  Being Franciscan, to be the body of Christ, is being light to the world, light in a world of darkness.  Light enables the beauty of things to be seen.  We are called to make the beauty of the world shine.  Our centenary celebrations do not call attention to ourselves.  Our living is for others, not ourselves.
24/7, we are surrounded by discrimination, oppression, war on every side, challenging us to “be united in mind and judgment,” directed by God by God’s love and compassion to “bring humankind to unity and peace.”  Let the Christ-light in us that we bring to the world, end in time the world’s darkness: the alienation and the oppression, the attacks on human life and dignity, and disrespect for God’s creation.
“A people living in darkness have seen a great light.”  The Church of the Second Vatican Council “serves as a leaven and as a kind of soul for human society as it is renewed in Christ and transformed into God’s family…the Church not only communicates divine life to people, but in some way casts the reflected light of that life over the entire earth.”
Every person is a child of God--fabulous, unique, talented.  Every person is asked to set forth their gifts on the altar of the world.     
