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	We gather with Jesus and the Disciples at the Last Supper.  Judas left the table and went out into the night.  His absence set in motion the proximate events that would culminate in the death of Jesus.  There wasn’t any conversation between Judas and Jesus.  Jesus already knew what was happening.  He did not try to stop him.  Instead, Jesus hurried him on his way, “Do quickly what you are going to do.”  Jesus understands His mission—His dying—central to the eternal purpose of God.  Jesus is completely dedicated to that purpose, and its enactment.  So, when Judas leaves, Jesus knows that His hour is near.	
	Jesus’ death is a process of glory, a revelation of divine love saving human life.  The glory to which Jesus is going is His glorification and exaltation.  When Judas has gone out, Jesus said to His disciples, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and in Him, God is glorified.”  This revelation contains the truth that Jesus is the Son of Man, one who is lifted up on the cross for all to see, and who draws all people to Himself.  This revelation also contains the truth about God the Father, a self-giving source of life and love to His children in their most perilous experience, death.  Jesus and the Father are made known, their actions clarified and praised, of being known by faith, and thus glorified. 
	“Now is the Son of Man glorified:” the passion by which Jesus will be glorified is now beginning.  Jesus, lifted up on the cross, is the glory of God shining on the world.  The glory of the passion, the glory of the cross, the glory of the resurrection, the glory of the power of Christ coming with great power and glory, the glory of being known by faith: by this glory God is glorified.  

	The death of Jesus is His leave-taking.  The bond between Jesus and His disciples is so close that He can call them affectionately “little children.”  Jesus is going to the Father, and they cannot come until Jesus has pioneered the way.
	Jesus’ death is the supreme expression of love for His disciples.  This laying down of His life out of love creates a new commandment.  Emphasis is on the human ability to love God and neighbor.  But, it’s that God first loved us.  “We love because He first loved us.”  This “first loving” of God is through the human person of Jesus.  We begin by recognizing and remembering the Son of Man who joins us in our deepest fears and sustains us through our greatest loss.  
	This new beginning—God loving us through the Word-Made-Flesh—a human characteristic to first feel all life and existence as grace, and then feel inspired to be gracious to others.  Not, first feel the grace of some human presence, feel forgiven, accepted, served, then begin to feel all life and existence as grace, and then feel inspired to be gracious to others.  We can only sense ourselves and our world valued and cherished by God when we feel valued and cherished by others. 
	The way we come to know and love the divine is through the human,  the basis for the new commandment.  Even as Jesus knows that Judas is on his way to hand Him over, Jesus commands His disciples to love one another.  He doesn’t add, “Love one another except for Judas.”  





And so, we should remember the laying down of Jesus’ life as His manner of loving us and Jesus’ revelation of God’s gracious love.  By perseverance we will establish the same type of love for one another, a love that is borne in and of divine love.  This will become a new form of Jesus’ presence among us.  The source and energy of this love comes from Jesus.  
We're talking imitasio, not just following Jesus, but imitating him. So let us let us repent of the malaise that keeps us away from embracing leadership, suffering leadership, servant leadership. Everyone knows what has to be done, but so few are willing to step up to do it. Forgive me to end it this way, but it seems it has taken hold of us, and not us taking hold of it, to make it relevant; to make it known; to make it love, like Jesus.
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