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	One of the deepest human fears isn’t pain, or even death.  It’s the fear of being left alone.  Of being forgotten.  Of having no one to lean on when things get difficult.  We are reminded today of the fraternity’s role of visiting our sisters and brothers who are lapsed and infirm.  In today’s Gospel Jesus says, “I will not leave you orphans.”  His words strike deep in the human heart.  Jesus offers assurance, and that for us is to do the same.
	But note.  When Jesus says it, it’s just before leaving the disciples.  He knows they are worried.  He knows what it’s like when someone you love goes away, leaving you wondering how to live without them.  Jesus doesn’t promise that they will never feel alone.  He promises something much deeper: that they’ll never be alone.
	Jesus is not saying that He will stay exactly as you want Him to, or that you’ll always feel close to Him.  Rather, Jesus is saying “I will not leave you orphans,” which means that we will never be alone, even when we think we are.  Many-a- saint understood this.  They knew what it is like to feel abandoned, not just by friends and community, but by God.
	In these days of Easter, we stand bathed in the Light of Easter morn.  Jesus, the Word of the Father, and in the power of the Holy Spirit, is teaching us what is necessary for us to live and to love as sisters and brothers of St Francis, and as servants and friends of God in the world.   Jesus speaks from His heart to our hearts as intimates, we who are devoted to Him and in love with the Father just as He loves the Father.  The power of the Lord’s resurrection invites us to abide in that love.  The Holy Spirit summons all the baptized to love, to express that love, and to live it in the world. 
	“I will not leave you…because I live, you also will live.”  We will always be joined together and to Jesus, and through Jesus to the Father.  On the day of the resurrection, Jesus’ death is not loss.  It is a different form of presence for us to realize this mutual indwelling of the Father, Jesus, and ourselves.  This mutual indwelling constitutes an inner, unbreakable unity, a flow of life that is deeper than the world can know at this level of reality.  The invisible God is made visible in Jesus, and becomes present in quieter and purer ways, felt and trusted through us.  Jesus sends us His life-giving Spirit who will always stand with us.  
	The saints survived not because their lives were easy, but because they refused to believe that abandonment has the final word.  In the dark night of the soul, God is always there, always faithful.  Let us be reminded that wherever we are and whatever our circumstances, we are not alone.  The love that raised Jesus on Easter morn is always quietly holding us, even when the night seems very dark.  
	
	
