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               “How I love your law, O Lord.  It is my meditation all the day.  Your command has made me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me” (Ps 119, 97-98).       
               Love and respect for God’s law is unmatched in Hebrew teaching.  It was God’s greatest gift to His people.  To observe it was to find life and happiness, and to be assured blessings from the Lord.  The Torah was the Lord’s expressed will.  It has a holiness in itself.  The law was applied to all features of life.
               Jesus comes with a new order of things, the Sermon on the Mount.  It’s more than a collection of moral directives, a profound declaration of the moral nature of the Kingdom, intended to shape the lives of His followers.  It’s the crucial role in Christian ethics, and offers a radical re-definition of behavior and attitudes that reflect the nature of God Himself.  While respecting the Torah, Jesus directs His hearers to go beyond it.  The new law of Christ was to be observed more in spirit than in the letter. 
               St Paul takes issue with those in the community who see the teaching of Christ as a type of superior wisdom, a type of elitism, contrary to the spirit of the Christian life that all people are equal and deserve equal treatment.  All people have received the same message.  All have access to the same truth.  The only wisdom that Paul has to offer is “Christ Jesus...wisdom from God.”  This he contrasts with the wisdom of political and religious leaders, corrupt and powerless, with a future doomed to futility.
               St Matthew understands Torah observance, the Commandments, as the superior approach to the Christian life.  Once the point is made, Matthew goes on to consider the new ethic of Christian life, a new norm of covenant faithfulness introduced by Jesus which no longer stops at Torah observance.  Christians are called to a deeper ethical response, going beyond the law, and looking at the core causes of evil activity.
               Brothers and sisters, this area in which there is genuine New Testament convergence, the way of holiness with clarity as its foundation, will be basis of all moral activity.  The emphasis will fall on virtue, not on sin.  In going beyond the law, it is clear that the law itself is not being disregarded.  Matthew goes on to illustrate this “surpassing righteousness” in the new law of Christ.
               The lessons of today’s Scriptures are many.  There is continuity between the two laws, the Old Testament Torah and the New Testament law of Christ.  It reminds us that ours is not a ten commandments ethic, but one which, while encompassing the Ten Commandments, goes much beyond it, an ethic that looks to internal motives in all our actions.  It asks for God’s grace to heal our illnesses at their root, an ethic that calls us not only to avoid sin, but to adhere to the positive pursuit of good.
