
ADVENT 1 Year A
	God is a mysterious and transcendent Father.  He is the only reality who knows when the event called “the coming of the Son of Man” will happen.  We on earth cannot plan for it.  We do not know when it will arrive.  We cannot schedule our preparation.  We do not know when we should stop doing “business as usual.”  Focusing our attention and energy on the upcoming event will have to be different.
	Although we do not know when it will come, we do know something about how it will come.  St Matthew tells us it will be like it was in the days of Noah.  The people in the “days before the flood,” were usually considered evildoers, but this is not what Jesus stresses in Matthew’s Gospel.  Jesus characterizes them as caught up in the everyday affairs of human life: eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage.  Nothing wrong here.  Only one thing: they are all-consuming.  These activities keep them from knowing something deeper, something of vital importance for their well-being.  They are ill-prepared, and so the flood carries them away.  “The coming of the Son of Man” has an element of danger in it if we are not attentive.  The preparation for the “coming Son of Man” is not to be caught unaware.
	More images continue the theme of everyday life and danger.  To prepare for the day of the Lord does not mean stopping everyday life.  It’s not that some people will be “taken” into the kingdom, and some left behind.  It’s not about the one praying and the one working.  The encouragement is not the strategy of our sense of piety--to quit the tasks of everyday life and engage in religious activity, especially when you know a major religious moment is about to occur. 
	So, where’s the difference between these tow men and women?  Both are doing the same things, why is one taken and the other left?  This Advent Gospel suggests that inner vigilance and awareness make the difference.  On the visible, outer level, both men and both women are the same.  The difference, then, is on the inside--the level of awareness.  
	Attentiveness is the lesson to draw from the comparison of the “days of Noah” and the day of “the coming of the Son of Man.”  St Matthew now is explicit and says, “Keep awake!  For you do not know on what day your Lord is coming…you must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”  The well-being of people is strongly stressed.  The negative images of being swept away in a flood, of being left behind in the field or at the mill, or having your house broken into, is not to be ready.  Not to be ready is to suffer severe consequences.   
	On this first day of Advent everything hinges on fidelity and attentiveness.  A literal approach sees “the coming of the Son of Man” as a cosmic coming of an end-time figure, a visible way to judge the living and the dead.  Our frail human nature cannot prepare for this judgment at the last minute for we do not know when the last minute will be.  The difficulty here is connecting fidelity to Jesus’ teachings with a coming-but-not-yet-arrived cosmic event.
	When someone asked Pope John XXIII what he would advise people in the Vatican to do if he heard Christ was coming a second time, he responded: “Look busy,” taking the thunderous command to “stay awake” to mean: “wake me when He’s near.”  Also crying “wolf” too often is not the rationale for fidelity and attentiveness.
	But let our Advent be understood as God’s invitation into the fullness of human life through Jesus.  The Lord is totally and eternally present to human life: creating, judging, redeeming, and calling human life to fullness.  
[image: ][image: ]	Let us be aware of this divine activity.  Let God’s redeeming presence enter into our thinking and planning.  Let us stay awake through the night.  The breakthrough of the Son of Man can happen at any time.  When it does, we are taken into the Kingdom.  We are safe in our own house.  We know what time it is.  It is now the moment to wake from sleep.  
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