
ADVENT 3 Sunday 2025
	“When John the Baptist heard in prison of the works of the Christ, he sent his disciples to Jesus with this question, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?”
	What John has heard about Jesus has raised a question.  John’s vision of what was to come emphasized judgment, punishment, and vindication.  What he is hearing about Jesus does not fit these expectations.  So, he wants Jesus to declare Himself, and clarify the issue.
	This question sets the tone for the Gospel.  John and his disciples are looking for someone.  But what exactly are they looking for.  What are the deepest desires of their hearts?   
	Jesus does not answer the question directly.  Instead, Jesus points to His works: disabled human beings are restored, disfigured even dead are restored.  This is the answer to bring back to John: what they see and hear.  Each person is to come to their own conclusion about whether Jesus is the one for whom they are waiting.  It’s more important to catch the meaning of the works of Jesus than for Jesus to claim a title.
	Jesus’ works are gifts of restoration.  Something that was missing is found.  Something that was wounded is healed.  Sight, mobility, cleanliness, hearing, life, and dignity are returned to those who did not have them.  Jesus has come to restore creation, undoing the effects of Adam’s fall.  Jesus has come to reconnect people with God.  The result is the whole human person. 
	This activity of restoration may not be what John is looking for.  Jesus does not have a severe edge of judgment that John’s preaching pushes.  But the one, whether he or she, who is blessed by God will recognize restoration and the desires within one’s own heart.


	Jesus probes their hearts by questioning them about why they were attracted to John.  For self-examination in the desert, surely, where John lived, but what motivated them?  What were they looking for?  This question, by Jesus, is repeated three times.  A strategy of a spiritual teacher trying to uncover the deepest desires of the heart.  Three times: to uncover Peter’s love of Jesus. 
	Jesus launches a second probe into their desires.  If it wasn’t a reed swaying in the wind, then, what was it?  Finding the root desire, Jesus enters the journey of discovery with them by being a helpful guide.  As their guide, Jesus pushes the question.  He doesn’t allow us to settle for surface answers.  Did you go into the desert for pomp, circumstance, and glitz?  Are you occupied with royalty?  If you are, you’re in the wrong place.
	This is the third probe.  It’s the one that reaches the target.  The real longing is to connect with a God-grounded man who cannot be pushed around, one who confronts the abuses of those who live in high places.  God is the One who comes in peace, in freedom, in the poor, in those who speak the word of God.  He comes to those who suffer.
	John points to Jesus, the promised One of the ages.  Look around.  We know God is with us by the signs: healing, openness, conversion, freedom, the outcast and the forgotten are welcomed home, people dead in despair and misery are given life, and the good news is preached to the poor of the world.   Jesus is the ultimate reason they went into the desert.  They might not have known it, but what Jesus does is what they want: sight restored, legs moving, skin clean, ears open, life flowing, their poverty enriched.  Wholeness and renewal. 
	To the question: “Are you the One who is to come or shall we look for another?”  Jesus answers: “Well, here is what I do.  And what are you looking for?  If you uncover the deepest desires of your heart, you will answer your own question.  You will know I am the One.”
	


Our deepest desire is to be connected to God, to return to our source and loving parent.  Without this relationship, we drift away in exile from our true selves.  And so, we search for what we have lost.  We go out into this arid desert, in the dark of Advent, to reconnect, of restoring what we lost.  What we find there is John as the path to Jesus, Jesus the New Adam, the Bridegroom of the Church.  John is the friend and best man of the bridegroom.  Jesus rejoices at the sound of his voice.  John clears the path, but Jesus walks on it.  
	
	
	
