
BAPTISM OF THE LORD 2026
	Using few words, St Matthew presents a dramatic portrait of the events following Jesus’ baptism: the heavens opened; the Spirit descended like a dove; and God’s voice echoed over the waters.  While we marvel at the power of this scene, we need to remind ourselves that the heavens also opened at our own baptisms.  What happened to Jesus has also happened to us. The outward drama represents the interior drama of the soul, the opening of our hearts toward the mystery which is already there.   Jesus is its heart and soul.  
Today’s feast of the Lord’s baptism marks a swift transition from Jesus’ infancy and childhood to the event that inaugurates His adult public ministry.  The first reading, from the First Suffering Servant Song, chosen with some variation in language, is the divine declaration concerning Jesus: “Here is my Servant whom I uphold, my Chosen One with whom I am well pleased.”  It seems to fit Isaiah’s opening: “Here is my Beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”   
	Isaiah records the divine address to a chosen person.  Endowed with God’s Spirit, in contrast to the dominating way in which authority is exercised in the world, the Chosen One will “establish true justice” by quiet, gentle persevering encouragement of those who are crushed and downtrodden.  He is to be a “covenant to the people.”  He is to be “a light to the nations,” leading them out of the darkness in which they are imprisoned.  This is the mission of the Church--particularly to us as Franciscans--to be sent by the Risen Lord to “make disciples of the nations,” showing no partiality, accepting those who act with justice.   
	God’s love flows in abundance.  Baptism disposes us to be open to that love.  John’s baptism, affirmed by Jesus, was not one of invitation, but of reformation, acknowledgement of one’s need of conversion.  In Christ, baptism becomes a sacrament of re-birth--the reception of new life.
God speaks.  Through the grace of baptism, we learn to listen and respond.  Why fear of falling, then?  To stumble in the darkness has the possibility of being caught in Jesus’ loving embrace.  For in Christ, darkness and light are the same.  Just as God the Father claimed His Son as “His Beloved,” so too, does God claim each of us as His beloved daughters and sons.  In the waters of baptism, we have become a new creation.
Baptism is dying/rising--a ritual drowning and a ritual re-birth--a going down into the water, dying to sin and self; coming up from the water, rising with Christ to new life.  St Cyril of Jerusalem tells us that the water of baptism is “at once a grave and a mother,” a grave for a former sinful life without Christ, and a mother of a new life in Christ and His glorious kingdom, the passage from the domain of darkness into the kingdom of light. “Oh, water ambivalent.  Oh, water paradoxical.  Into you we are plunged, risking destruction.  And from you we are lifted, enlivened.”
Jesus comes to enter all the moments of our lives.  He is revealed to the world as its Savior and Lord.  In the Christmas-Epiphany event, Jesus does not give up His divinity.  What He takes on--us--our humanity.  He shows us that we are not just the subject of His work--we are His work.  Not just witnesses of His glory, but that we are His glory.


This is the fountain of life, purging the whole world, taking its course and flowing from the wounds of Christ.  Hope for the kingdom of heaven, those who are reborn from this life-giving spring.  The blessed life does not accept those who are born only once.  Born of these waters, we will be holy: “Oh, water mysterious.  Oh, water miraculous.  You make us a people, descendants of Jesus, survivors of death, lovers of life, the baptized.”  

	
	 
