
CHRISTIAN UNITY WEEK
	When Jesus speaks, His listeners hear the man Jesus.  At the same time, the Father speaks Himself in His incarnate Word.  Even when faith has not yet penetrated the mystery of unity between Jesus and the Father, we are amazed: “No one has ever spoken like this man.”  Jesus is the reflection of the mystery of the Father.  In bodily form lives divinity in all its fullness.  
Scriptures We are now in “the fullness of time.”  The fulfillment of the expected time of the promises; the entrance of the presence of God into the world; the breakthrough of the day into the darkness of our night; the coming of the river of life into the desert of our death: this fulfillment is Jesus.  No longer words of the Word, but the Word of the Father in person.  Words not vindictive, but temperate in speech and of outreach.  Especially the words: “that all may be one.”
	This week faith traditions around the world will assemble in prayer to make the Lord’s words living and active, “that all may be one.”  Drawing from Ephesians 4:4, “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling.”  Reflecting this truth, Christian unity is the opportunity to celebrate unity, and not something to be viewed as optional. 
	The Call is at the very heart of our faith.  If we have the life of God in us through the Holy Spirit, it is who we are, our very identity as believers.  Like in any family, there are disagreements, divisions, and the need for reconciliation.  Unity is not merely a lofty ideal.  
Unity is essential for fulfilling Christ’s mission on earth.  Pope St John Paul II emphasized the unity of Christ’s disciples as a condition for effective proclaiming and consolidating faith in Jesus.  Standing united, we bear witness to the love of the Father revealed in Christ.  We fulfill the prayer of Jesus, who asked the Father “that all may be one,” so that the world may believe.  We recognize today that we share real, if imperfect, unity.
Baptism is the sacrament of initiation in the Christian faith, the beginning of a new life in Christ.  Jesus’ baptism signifies His full identification with humanity, and His mission to redeem us.  It serves as a model for all believers, emphasizing the importance of humility and obedience to the Father’s will.
At this moment, the entire Trinity is present: the Father speaks; the Son is baptized; and the Holy Spirit descends from heaven, thereby understanding the activity of the Spirit and the need to make explicit recognition of that action.  Jesus, the Beloved Son of God, invites us into relationship with the Father.  It resonates with each of us, calling us to recognize our own identity as beloved daughters and sons of God.
This moment believers: (1) are challenged to embrace their identity and self-understanding as beloved of God and to actively live out their faith in the world; (2) recognize the hurt and the harm that our forebears did to each other in times past; (3) repent and ask forgiveness of one another; (4) reaffirm that what we hold in common is greater than what divides us; (5) recognize that unity does not mean conformity; (6) commit ourselves to continuing our pilgrimage towards greater unity.


Witness of Gifts: recognizes each other’s baptism as sisters and brothers; (7) demonstrates the love of Jesus in action for the common good and seeking to serve the least and the lost; (8) seeks reconciliation and understanding with our fellow Christians; (9) engages in dialogue, to listen and to learn from one another; (10) that the world recognize the truth of Christ’s love and His divine mission.  
Pastoral Approach: the professed Secular Franciscan, the late Pope St John XXIII’s speech at the opening of the Second Vatican Council was his appeal to welcome and consolidate the path toward unity.  (1) the substance of central beliefs in one thing, the way in which beliefs is presented is another; (2) the truth of Jesus is permanent; as one age succeeds another, opinions of people follow one another and exclude each other; (3) in the past errors have been opposed and often condemned; medicine of mercy is preferred rather than that of severity; (4) needs of the present day are met by demonstrating validity of the teachings rather than condemning others.
Personal Dignity: people are convinced of the high dignity of the human person, the evil of violence, and the dead end of arms and political domination; (5) being patient, benign, full of mercy and forgiveness toward all who are separated; (6) God’s grace is given to all people to understand their real dignity and purpose; (7) spreading Christian charity in eliminating the seeds of discord, in establishing harmony, peace, and unity; (8) striving for people to welcome the good tidings of salvation; (9) working actively to bring about unity, with a unity of understanding when the whole Christian family does not have this unity of mind.
Hope is the path forward.  The late Pope Francis spoke of “Together in Hope,” quoting Charles Peguy, who wrote of “Hope as a little sister who accompanies her two older sisters Faith and Charity.  Hope walks beside her two older sisters.  Hope urges Faith and Charity on.  Faith only sees what exists, and Charity only loves what exists.  But Hope loves what will be, and makes them walk together.  Christ’s presence among us is a time for new beginning, an invitation to walk together into the light of understanding and peace, a chance for healing and brokenness, mending our relationships with one another, a call to be seekers of hope, and brings of reconciliation.  We pray with and for each other, imploring the Holy Spirit to stir up afresh a willingness to warm lukewarm hearts and enlighten poor vision.  We travel together as pilgrims of hope, compassionate and humbled. 



	   
