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Call to Franciscan Accompaniment December 11, 2025
Fellow Secular Franciscans,

In solidarity with Pope Leo XIV, our bishops, and all the Church, Secular Franciscans are called to be present in
society in this moment. We've heard from seculars across the country about their distressing experiences,
including members who are US citizens carrying their passports with them and refraining from speaking Spanish
in public. Fraternity members have stopped attending regional gatherings. Others are afraid to go to church or
their court appointments, or even to leave their homes. These are firsthand accounts.

The Church'’s response can be read in the US Bishops’ “special message,! of November 12, containing
statements of grief, lamentation, disappointment, and concern, but also encouragement, hope, and prayer.
Striving for peace regarding this delicate situation, the bishops “pray for an end to dehumanizing rhetoric and
violence, whether directed at immigrants or at law enforcement,” and they insist that “Human dignity and national
security are not in conflict. Both are possible if people of good will work together.”

Our Rule (Article 15) challenges us to act courageously for justice. At the same time, we must be bearers of
peace and seek out ways of unity and fraternal harmony through dialogue (Article 19). OFS members have
reported that they are answering this challenge in many regions, with courtroom or legal assistance, education,
family support, donations, food drives, etc. A JPIC-based process at the fraternity level would be to assess local
needs, and identify a gap that the members can fill as an apostolate. The JPIC office of the OFM province, Our
Lady of Guadalupe, has a list of suggested activities.

Also, the USCCB has been very clear in asking for support from lay Catholics for Comprehensive Immigration
Reform. Catholic elements of reform are listed here. Most urgently, the right to due process must be
reestablished. Suspending this fundamental right (which also exists in canon law) is a grave threat to justice, and
to human dignity.? “Apparent ethnicity” can legally be one “relevant factor” for immigration stops,? but according
to our catechism, this is unjust.* Advocating for the poor, the maligned and marginalized, is holy, prophetic work.
The USCCB offers resources to develop Christ-centered policy in support of immigrants.

Please join us in prayer for hearts to be changed for a greater dialogue for a long-term solution.

Prayer:

To the God of our ancestors, who freed the Israelites,

Give us the grace to assist our brothers and sisters from other lands

And follow your command to welcome the stranger

With actions that are peaceful, loving, and visible.

We ask this in the name of your only Son Jesus, who lived as a migrant in Egypt and who, when reading
in the synagogue, announced the freedom of the captives.

Amen

In Christ’s peace,
The National Fraternity Council of the Secular Franciscan Order USA

Go forth as witnesses... proclaiming Christ by our Life and our Words. (OFS Rule Article 6)

! https://www.uscchb.org/resources/USCCB%20Special%20Message%200n%20Immigration. pdf

2 OFS General Constitutions #22, “... They should take clear positions whenever human dignity is attacked by any form of
oppression or indifference. They should offer their fraternal service to the victims of injustice.”

3 Noem v. Vasquez Perdomo: https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/24pdf/25a169_5h25.pdf

4 Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1935
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