Christ, King of the Universe C 2025
	From the beginning of creation, the Blessed Trinity is hidden from sight.  “The mystery kept hidden through all the ages” (Eph 3:9), is the mystery of love that is pierced.  The Father gives Himself, but who receives Him?  His Word is given, but who answers?  His Spirit is poured out, but not yet shared.  In this beginning the living God experiences His first “self-emptying,” God’s love revealing itself.
	Then man appears.  God is holy and He calls the man to be “His image.”  Man, with its male and female forms, is the treasure God loves the most.  The human person is the place of God’s self-emptying, a love that contains risk and expectation of self-giving love.  Will men and women accept and respond?  Will we gaze back on the face of God?
	God is His outpouring of tenderness, His communion of love filled with a desire, a passion “to be with the children of men” (Prov 8: 31).  Each and every human being is born into this out-pouring of love, the love of the Trinity, a pierced love that calls us to a life; from the gaze of the Father in His beloved Son, a love that God thirsts for us.   50 years as priest, the Lord waits for a response as I raise the chalice with its inscription: “Give me something to drink…if you only knew what God is offering” (Jn 4: 7-10).
	A tension is present between God’s gift and its acceptance.  It’s about God’s passion for each of us, and our longing for God.  Throughout the centuries, human history has revealed time rejection, barrenness, and death.  All the while the self-emptying gift of God is silently present His promises.
	God the Father is “rich in faithful love” (Eph 2: 4), never failing to go on giving His Word, Jesus, the promise given to Him, and through Him, to us.  The work of salvation begins.  Through faith human beings become responsive and accepting.  In the celebration of the Eucharist, we enter into covenantal relationship with the Trinity.  The seed of the Resurrection is sown in the time of death.
	Jesus Christ is King of Thieves, though He never stole.  Jesus is Savior of sinners, though He never sinned.  In today’s Gospel, Jesus reigns from the Cross.  We would like to think of more pleasant images:  like the Church as the Bride of Christ; or the Church as the Body of Christ.  Today’s image is more humbling: the Church is Christ, crucified between two thieves.
	Aren’t we all thieves in one way or another.  We are all sinners.  We have used God’s gifts; the blessings are about God.  Everything belongs to Him.  To misuse these gifts, given to others, is a form of theft.  
Our bodies, our time, our talents, our resources, the gift of our speech, the gift of our freedom: these we call “ours.”  But they really belong to God.  When we use them in ways contrary to what God has intended for them, we are guilty of a form of theft. 
In the Church, we have saints and sinners.  In the world, there are those who will turn to Christ and be saved; others will turn away and be lost.  Consider our two thieves: the Bad Thief mocks and ridicules Jesus and makes demands.  The Good Thief reverences Jesus, and rebukes the other.  The good thief recognizes his guilt., and is condemned justly.  He asks, “Jesus remember me, when You come into Your Kingdom,” but he leaves the terms of his asking up to Jesus.  He acknowledges that he is a thief, and now places his life under the authority of Christ the King.
Heaven is the real steal.  Something we don’t deserve.  It is only accessed through repentance and faith.  The bad thief wants relief, but will not open the door of his heart so that Jesus may enter and save him.  Mercy is offered, made available only through repentance and faith.  Humility is in reality a confession of the goodness and greatness of God, who after His voluntary self-emptying, His self-giving, was exalted and glorified.
Humility is a Christ-like virtue.  For He has said, “Learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble of heart.”  He humbles Himself, emptying Himself, revealing Himself to us, through His humility, as the Lord of all virtue, the Conqueror of the world, of death, Hell, and sin.
No greater example of humility can be spoken here than that of God’s only Begotten Son when “the Word was made Flesh.”  Our King is the Good Shepherd who gathers and holds us together.  Our King is the image of the Invisible God who made us to live in the light.  All things, in heaven and on earth, belong to Him, our King who reconciles and makes us whole again, and holy.  Our King is the Crucified One, crowned with thorns, who reigns from a wooden Cross.  Those rejected and marginalized, and those who recognize and accept the forgiveness and reconciling power of God in Jesus, are privileged to share His Kingdom prepared for us from the beginning of the world.  
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