
Dedication of St John Lateran C 2025
	This is one of the more unusual feasts on the Church’s calendar.  It doesn’t commemorate a saint, or biblical event.  It’s significant for several reasons: it celebrates a building, specifically, the Lateran Basilica in Rome.  It’s the oldest of four major basilicas in Rome, and as such, serves as the official “home” of the Pope, the ecclesial chair of the Bishop of Rome.  This physical building proclaims openly and confidently Christ’s reign and the Kingdom of God.  A proclamation that is received anew in your hearing this morning.  Not so much about a church in Rome, but about the Church, our Church, your Church, and the proclamation and witness to the Kingdom of God to this very day.  
	We, the Church, we are the Body of Christ, the Temple of God, the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit.   Your church, not of its bricks and mortar or architectural style, but of yourselves, “living stones” because of what flows from it, the Body of Christ, missionary disciples, sent into the world, sent into your community to be Christ’s living presence in the world.  It was to the Pope, at the Lateran, that Francis and the early friars journeyed for the approval of the Rule. 
	Prominent as one gazes upon the Cathedral in my hometown, carved in stone and in Latin, is the reminder: “Ecce Tabernaculum Dei Cum Hominibus--Behold God’s Dwelling Among People.”  Itself a holy building, it is the outward, local, visible expression of the conviction that it is God’s delight to dwell among human beings--a presence made vastly more accessible through the Incarnation of His Son, extended to all times and places through the sacramenta; life of the Church.
	Interestingly, the Gospel adds a Christological crown to this rich Scriptural offering: St John’s Gospel account of the radical Cleansing of the Temple.  Churches are physical spaces, symbols of what we believe.  Physical spaces matter.  Churches matter, insofar as the Church stands as a symbol of who we are.  St Paul, in today’s second reading, says that the foundation on which the Church rests is Christ Jesus our Lord.  And we are the living stones of that Church.  Our heritage is symbolized in this ancient structure.
	A radical cleansing.  Our country is currently engaged in highly contentious elections.  Elected people are chosen to represent us.  They too are symbols of what we believe.  The duly elected matter.  We look to them to lead us, to care for us. They are symbols of hope of who we are and what our values are.
Let me begin by acknowledging a disclaimer: candidates for political office do not fully represent Catholic Social Teaching.  The chasm in politics is left v right, open v closed, culturally liberal v culturally conservative.  Regardless of the outcome of any election, at any level, and at this time, our country suffers division of every sort
Pope Leo and the late Pope Francis said that divisions in societal life affect Catholic life as well.  We know well where the progressive parishes are and where the traditional parishes are.  This means that Catholics of differing mindsets and opinions are often strangers to one another.  Gridlock, in politics and in faith, is emblematic of our inability to come together on common ground to understand and respect, with love, the opinion of those who think differently. 


Following up on Pope Francis’ observation came his admonition: the people of America need to build bridges, not walls, for our world.  Bridges that span the vast divide across political persuasion.  Catholics and all Americans are those who are rich and poor, young and old, black and white and brown.  One quarter of the population span the white v latino divide.
Encyclicals “Laudato Si’’ and “Fratelli Tutti,” Franciscan in substance, are presented to our fraternities as Catholic teaching on social and environmental justice, respecting integrity of persons and of creation, fraternal kinship, with a wise application of the Gospel to the demanding needs of our world.  Reconcile, not vilify, working together, searching for common ground, engaging in social service projects and advocacy for those who have no voice or vote.  We are God’s children, all of us.  Let us live consciously in the rich sense in which we are sisters and brothers of each other.
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