
EPIPHANY 2026
	Most people like a good mystery.  In the opening paragraphs we begin to wonder how it’s going to come out.  We just have to know.  We have a need to uncover what is hidden.
	Today’s Feast of the Epiphany has the makings of high drama.  It features long journeys, guiding stars, ominous danger, holy dreams, great escapes, and a threatened Child.
	The Director of this mystery is God.  He has gotten our attention all along.  The fact that Jesus is Israel’s Messiah, Jesus is also the Savior of the world.   and what is this mystery?  All of us are the chosen ones.  Not “them and us,” not “one race and the exclusion of others.”  In wonder and gratitude, the mystery reveals, manifests, that in God’s eyes all people are equal. 
	Faced with this “mystery” of the extraordinary richness and scope of God’s mercy and salvation, we uncover the Scriptures to find of its meaning in the words of the prophets.  In today’s first reading, the vision is inclusive.  It emerges so magnificently: Isaiah proclaims “the glory of the Lord shines upon you…nations shall walk by your light…rulers reflect your shining radiance…everyone comes together.”
	Like any good mystery, hints were set from the beginning: in Genesis we learn that all the families of the earth will be blessed through Abraham; the prophet Isaiah regularly declares that God’s glory and salvation reaches to the ends of the earth; that God desires all people to know Him; the Apostle Peter sees the Pentecost event as a fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy that God’s Spirit would be poured out upon all peoples.
Today’s Gospel story is simply awe-inspiring.  Matthew is Jewish, and he addresses the Jewish people about the Messiah, the Jewish Messiah.  Yet Matthew speaks of the coming of the Wise Men from the East, non-Jews, where Gentiles bring gifts that dominate the story of Jesus’ childhood.  Matthew’s Gospel will conclude on the same note with the Great Commission, “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations.”   
	Epiphany brings out the blend between human wisdom and Scriptural teachings which leads the Magi to the Savior.  Their own natural gifts are noble.  They symbolize the noblest human effort.  They are the wise ones, star gazers, men of philosophy, science and treasure.  They go trekking for the truth.  Finding it, see it revealed, manifested, in Jesus.  Revelation comes from a combination of natural wisdom and Scriptural prophecy.  
	The Magi pay homage to Jesus as their ruler.  They also place before Him the rich gifts of their culture.  And these are graciously received.  Joseph seems to have taken second place.  It is Mary who receives their gifts on his behalf.
	The journey of the Magi, the journey of the Holy Family, and our journey as well, may it be filled with faith and risk.  Volatile civic situations, explosions of violence, increased polarization are revealed almost daily.  Let us pray with St Paul that we are all co-heirs, co-members, co-partners in Christ Jesus.  Let us live our Franciscan lives in total equality of all people.  Let us go into the whole world and proclaim the Good News.  
The great revelation of this mystery is to know the glory of God’s love reflected in everyone.  Indeed, a profound mystery.     
