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Index to OFS Governing Documents* 
[Compiled by Terri Leone, OFS and Kathleen White, OFS] 

 
 

*  The OFS General Constitutions (GC 4.1) states that the SFO is governed by the universal 

law of the Church (Code of Canon Law), its own Rule, Constitutions, Ritual, and particular 

statutes. We have included references to the Code of Canon Law for canons referenced in our 

governing documents and to the Statutes for the Spiritual and Pastoral Assistance to the Secular 

Franciscan Order.  

 

 

 

 

  

  

Reference Abbreviations used:  

CCL = Code of Canon Law (1983) 

R  = OFS Rule (1978)   

GC  = OFS General Constitutions (2000) 

IS  = FIOFS International Statutes (2002 – amended 2008) 

NS = OFS-USA National Statutes (2003 – amended & approved 2013) 

SSA  = Statutes for Spiritual & Pastoral Assistance to the OFS (2002) 

Rit. = OFS Ritual (Old - 1985) 

 

 

Numbers listed after referenced document indicate article of document, then paragraph then  

subparagraph if indicated, e.g. GC 24 = article 24 of General Constitutions; NS 19.2b = article 

19 of National Statutes; paragraph “2”; sub-point/sub-paragraph “b” of paragraph “2”. 

 

 

A 

abolishment / abrogation of previous regulations (GC 7; NS Intro.) 

absolute majority = more than half  (GC 78.1; IS 10.4; NS 9.2 ) 

abstinence (GC 13.3) 

accountant, (GC 74.2k; NS 4.5) 

“act as leaven” (R 14; GC 19.1) 

 

 N.B. Since Essential Documents was compiled, which includes this “Index”,  

 a variety of forms, guidelines & procedures have been developed & approved 

 for our use.  They may be found on our national website. 
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active  

Catholic (NS 19.2d) 

participation in fraternity (GC 30, 53.3; NS 18.7a) 

“presence in the Church & in the World” (R 6; GC 17.4, 17-27) 

Secular Franciscan (R 22-24; GC 30; NS 16.2, 18.7a) 

“voice” = can elect  (GC 77) 

activities, “thought provoking” (NS 18.9) 

additional directives/norms re elections (CCL 173.2; GC 80; NS 9.3, 11.6, 14) 

administration of goods (GC 93.2) 

admission to the Order:  (R 3; GC 39; NS 19.2d) 

approval authority = council (R 23; GC 39.3) 

by formal act to Minister (GC 39.1) 

 conditions for (CCL 316; GC 39.2) 

 of members to a fraternity prior to its canonical establishment (GC 46.2) 

registered (GC 39.4, 52.2b) 

 request for admission (R 23; GC 39.1)  

Rite of  (GC 39.4; Rit.)  

admonish - see “fraternal correction” 

advance notice of convocation/gathering (NS 3.4) 

affiliation vs. profession (GC 53.5, 103; NS 18.13) 

age for profession (R 23; GC 43; NS 19.3b) 

aggrievances [sense of having been “wronged” by Council decision] (GC 59) 

allocation of patrimonial goods (CCL 121 - 123; GC 48; NS 4.3) 

“altius moderamen”  (CCL 303; GC 1.4, 85.2, 87.1; NS 18.3, 18.4; SSA 2, 3, 8.1) 

ambition (GC 32.2) 

amendments (IS 24; NS 29) 

“animate & guide” (R 21; GC 4, 31.1, 51-52, 61.3-63, 65-67, 73b; IS 10.1e, 14.1a, 14.2;   

 NS 1.2, 5.5a, 18.9)  

animation 

of fraternities (SSA 13.2) 

of liturgical celebrations & spiritual reflections (SSA 13.3) 

annual 

budget (NS 5.5i, 6.4b, 6.4c) 

meeting (NS 3.4, 5.5i, 6.4c, 7.1, 7.5) 

Renewal of Profession (Rit. ) 

report (GC 51.2b, 62g, 63.2f, 66.2h) 

another religious family, bound by perpetual commitment (GC 2.1) 

apostolate (NS 16.3) 
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apostolic 

activities/works (CCL 311, 315; GC 2.1, 30.3, 31.4, 95.4; NS 16.3) 

life (GC 2.1, 3, 93.1; NS 18.5a) 

appeal(s), right of (GC 59, 84.4, 93.5; IS 13.1i-j; NS 5.5f, 15.4) 

application  

of General Constitutions (R 20, 21, 23, 26; GC 49.2, 60, 61.2, 62.1) 

of Natl. Statutes (GC 25, 29.3, 34, 38.2, 41.2, 41.3, 43, 46.1, 47.2, 49.2, 52.4c, 53.3,  

 54, 61.2, 61.3, 64, 65.3, 68.2; NS 28) 

application & interpretation of Rule (R 3) 

appointment  

of Councilor (NS 15.2) 

of Spiritual Asst. (R 26; GC 50.2g , 89, 91; SSA 11.2, 15, 17.1, 19.1, 21.1, 23.1) 

archives (IS 19.3c; NS 6.3) 

aspirant [in USA use term “Inquirer”] (GC 39) 

assurance/ guarantee of spiritual assistance [ refer to “spiritual assistance] 

attend meetings (R 22, 24; GC 28.3, 30.2, 31.4, 49.2, 62.2a, 63.2, 66.2a, 67.2a, 68.1, 70.3, 74.2;      

IS 10, 14.1b, 15; NS 3.4-3.6, 18.7b) 

attitude of indifference (GC 18.2) 

audit, financial/property (GC 54.3, 62.2j, 66.2l, 74.2k; NS 4.5, 18.11, 25.1) 

authority regarding elections (NS 9.3) 

 

B 

ballot  

      absentee (CCL 167) 

blank (NS 10.6)  

secret (GC 78.1, 78.3; NS 8.5, 10.6) 

Baptism (R6; GC 17.1, 42.1; NS 19.2d) 

bear arms (GC 23.2) 

“bearers of peace” (R 19; GC 23.1) 

Beatitudes, live the spirit (R 11; GC 15.1, 36.1) 

Bishop, relations with (GC 3.2, 46.1, 95.2, 99.1, 101; NS 16.3) 

Bl. Virgin Mary (R 9; GC 16) 

“board of examiners” (GC 62.2j, 66.2l; NS 4.5) 

bond of communion (SSA 12.2) 

books (GC 52.4a & b; NS 6.4d) 

“brothers & sisters of penance” (R 7; GC 13.1) 

budget (GC 50.2e; IS 10.1j; NS 5.5i, 6.4c) 
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“build a more fraternal & evangelical world” / “build the Kingdom of God”(R 14; GC 3.2, 

20.1) 

bursar = treasurer (GC 52.4) 

business (NS 3.2, 5.1) 

electronic (NS 5.6, 23.6) 

reviewed and ratified (IS 10.4; NS 3.2, 5.1, 23.1, 23.6) 

 

C 

candidacy (NS 19.2b) 

candidate  

in formation (GC 37.2, 40, 41, 42) 

for election = nominee (NS 11.2) 

Canon Law,  Code of  (GC 1.4, 85.2; NS 1.3, 9.3) 

 116: (NS 1.1)  definition of juridic person 

 117: (NS 1.1)  approval of Statutes needed 

119: (NS 9.2)  election issues, e. g. Absolute majority, voting ties, etc. 

 123: (NS 4.3)  disposition of patrimonial goods upon cessation of juridic person/fraternity 

168: (NS 8.5)  limit one vote per person 

173.2: (NS 10.6)  secret ballot 

 214: (NS 1.1)  follow form of spiritual life approved by Church teaching 

 303: (GC 85.2; NS 1.1)  definition of “third order” or its equivalent 

Canonical establishment of fraternity (R 22; GC 46, 95.2; NS 18.2) 

care for creation (R 18; GC 18.4) 

casting one ballot (CCL 168; NS 8.5, 10.6) 

catechesis (GC 17.2, 24.1) 

catechists (GC 17.2) 

Catholic Faith (GC 39.2) 

Cell {section or group w/i fraternity} (GC 34, 36.2, 50.2d, 93.3; NS 18.5) 

Ceremony of Introduction and Welcoming (SFO Ritual; NS 19.2a) 

Cessation of fraternity (GC 48.1) 

 monies & property (CCL 121-123; GC 48.1; NS 4.3, 18.11) 

Chair of Nominations Committee & Committee (NS 11.1, 11.3) 

chapter = assembly, gathering or meeting of fraternity (GC 49.2, 51.2; NS 3.5) 

 elective (GC 76 - 80) 

 general (GC 70.3, 70.4; IS 10, 11.2, 12.1) 

 national (GC 66.2a, 67.2a, 67.2c; NS 3.4 - 3.6, 7.1 - 7.3) 

 regional (GC 62.2a, 63.2a, 64; NS 22.3, 23.7; 16-25) 

charisms (GC 1.2) 
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charitable works (GC 13.2, 17.4, 30.3) 

chastity [see purity of heart] 

Checks as payment (NS 6.4b) 

Children (R 17, 24; GC 25, 96, 97; NS 27) 

choices (GC 12.2, 23.2, 50.1) 

Chrismation (NS 19.2d) 

“Christ, poor & crucified” is “the book” (R 10; GC 10) 

Christian 

commitment (GC 24.1) 

love (R 12, 13; GC 22.3) 

motivation (GC 19.1) 

spirit of service (R 14) 

Church (GC 24.1, 92.1, 93.1) 

 doctrine (GC 99.1) 

 duties & services (GC 100, 101, 102) 

 events (GC 44.3) 

Law (GC 4.1, 76.1) 

teachings (GC 40.2) 

rebuild (GC 100.1) 

Church & Sec. Franciscans (R 3, 5-8, 17, 22, 24; GC 14, 17, 40.2; NS 16.3) 

CIOFS = Intl. Council of OFS (GC 5.3, 69.2; IS 1,2; NS 10.3, 11.6, 29.1) 

civil  

authorities (GC 51.2, 63.2e, 67.2d, 74.2d; IS 13.1c)   

legislation (GC 54.2) 

responsibilities (R 15; GC 20.2, 22) 

Clare of Assisi (GC 98.2) 

clarification/interpretation of OFS Rule & Gen. Const. (GC 5; IS 10.1f, 13.1a) 

clergy, secular (GC 2.2, 35) 

CNSA = Conference of Natl. Spir. Assts. (GC 76.2, 93; NS 2.2; SSA 19, 20) 

collaborating/contributing (R 1, 13, 14; GC 14.1, 14.3, 15.2, 23.1, 28.2, 29.1, 30, 31.3, 31.4,  

 53.1, 62.2c-62.2g, 71.1b, 73d, 95.3, 98, 99.1, 100-103; NS 3.7b, 11.2, 18.7, 25.3)  

collaboration & co-responsibility  

among First Order/TOR (SSA 1.3, 2.3, 3, 6.3, 7.1, 17.2, 19.1, 23.2) 

with Local Ordinary (SSA 7.2) 

collegial  

acts (CCL 119; NS 6.6b)  

spiritual assistance (SSA 3.2, 8, 10.2) 

Commissions (IS 13.1m; NS 5.5g, 23.5)  
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commitment 

perpetual/permanent (R 23; GC 42.2) 

to another religious family (GC 2.1) 

Committees (IS 13.1m; NS 5.5g, 23.5) 

common 

charism (GC 85.1; SSA 1.2) 

“Fund” / “Fair Share” (R 25; GC 30.3; NS 18.7)  

interests (GC 34, 35; NS 18.5a) 

interest groups (GC 34; NS 18.5) 

mission to Church & to society (SSA 1.2) 

ongoing formation (R 22-24; NS 19.5c) 

communication, responsibility (GC 62.2d; IS 13.1r, 14.1d, 14.1e) 

communion  

among fraternities & other Fran. groups (R 24; GC 3.2, 29.1, 61.1, 71.1b, 73d; NS 1.1,  

 16.2) [see also “spiritual assistance”] 

among members - living & deceased (R 24; GC 15.2, 27, 32.1, 36.1, 53.1, 53.4;   

 NS 18.9, 18.10) 

“of saints” (GC 27.1) 

with the Church - Pope,  bishops, etc. (R 3, 5-8, 17, 22, 23.1, 24.3; GC 1.1, 14, 15.2,  

 17, 23.1, 39.2, 73f, 85.2, 98-102; NS 16.3) [see also “spiritual assistance”] 

Community (R 13; GC 8.2, 28-36) 

“of love” (R 23; GC 16.2) 

prayer (R 8, 24; GC 40.3, 103.1; NS 19.2c; OFS Ritual) 

Conclusion of elections (GC 78.4) 

conditions  

for admission to OFS (GC 39.2) 

for profession to OFS (GC 41.2) 

work & life (R Chap. 2; GC 18.3) 

Conduct of business (R Chap. 3; NS 2.1, 3.2, 9.1, 18.6, 23.1, 23.6, 28) 

Conference of  

Assistants at various levels (SSA 16, 17.3, 19.3, 21.3) 

General Ministers (SSA 4.2, 8, 9, 17.2, 17.3)  

General Spiritual Assistants (GC 74.2c, 90.3a, 92.2b; NS 5.5h; SSA 17, )  

National Spiritual Assistants (GC 90.3b; NS 2.2, 3.1, 6.6, 26.2; SSA 19.2, 19.3) 

Regional Spiritual Assistants (GC 90.3c; NS 18.8; SSA 21.2, 21.3) 

Confirmation (NS 19.2d) 

conscientious objectors (GC 23.2) 
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Constitutions (R 3, 20, 21, 23, 26; GC 4.1, 29.1, 31.1, 36.3, 40.2, 50.2d, 50.2h, 51.2e, 58.2,  

 60, 62.2k, 68.1, 69.1, 73g, 76.1, 87.3, 91.3, 93.1, 96.2) 

abolished regulations (GC 7) 

interpretation (GC 5)  

 authentic (GC 5.1) 

 practical (GC 5.2, 71.1f; IS 10.1f) 

 timely (GC 5.3) 

purposes (GC 4.3)  

timely clarification (GC 5.3) 

Consultative role (IS 10.2, 15.3; NS 5.3, 23.2) 

consumerism (R 13, 18; GC 15.3) 

contact  

of homebound  (R 23, 24; GC 27.1; NS 18.10) 

maintained (NS 18.10) 

Contemplation (R 8; GC 12.3, 36.1) 

continuing/on-going formation (GC 44.3) 

Contribution, financial (R 25; GC 30.3, 52.4a; IS 22; NS 18.7, 25.3) 

conversion/radical interior change (R 7; GC 8.2, 13.1, 13.2) 

Convocation (CCL 164; GC 51.2a, 76.1; NS 3.4, 7, 11, 11.5) 

Co-responsibility (GC 30, 51.1, 52, 63.1, 67.1; NS 18.7, 18.9, 18.10; SSA 1.3)  

Council (GC 31.1, 31.4, 32.1, 33.2, 37.2, 38.3, 39.3, 41.1, 41.2, 45.2, 46, 49-52, 58, 62, 66,  

 70, 71, 76.2, 77.2, 79.5, 83, 84, 91.1, 91.2, 92.2, 92.3, 93.5, 94.3, 94.4, 96.5, 97.2-97.5;  

 NS 2.1)  [ see various fraternity levels] 

composition and duties (GC 31, 32.1, 49.1, 50, 62, 66, 71; NS 2, 3, 5, 6, 18.3, 18.9,   

 18.10, 22-24, 28) 

filling vacancies (GC 81, 83) 

forming fraternities (GC 31.1) 

higher vs. lower (GC 33.2) 

temporary task (R 21; GC 32.2) 

various levels (GC 31.1) 

Councilor (GC 50.2f; NS 5.2, 13.2) [See various fraternity levels] 

appointment (NS 15.2) 

 duties of [see various fraternity levels] 

live/ foster communion (GC 32.1) 

terms of office [See elections - various levels] 

vacancy (GC 81, 83; NS 15.2) 

Counting ballots (CCL 173; GC 78; NS 9)  

“courageous initiatives” (R 15; GC 22.2) 
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“create conditions of life worthy of people redeemed by Christ” (R 13; GC 18.3) 

creatures (GC 12.1) 

criteria for organization (R 21 - 26; GC 29; NS 1) 

“crosses” & “contradictions” (GC 10) 

 

D 

deactivation of fraternity (CCL 120; GC 46.2, 48.1, 49.1; NS 4.3)  

death (R 19, 24; GC 24.1, 27.2, 52.2b) 

decisions (GC 5.3, 38.3, 50, 51, 55; NS 5.5b) 

decree of dismissal (GC 58.2, 58.4) 

defense, legitimate (GC 23.2) 

delegates (NS 8.3) 

delegation of spiritual assistance (SSA 5.2; GC 86.1, 89, 91) 

deliberative powers (GC 62.2i, 64, 68; IS 10.1a; NS 3.3) 

deposit of funds (IS 20.2b; NS 6.4a) 

detachment from temporal goods, spirit of  (R 11; GC 15, 27.1) 

dialogue  

fraternal (R 19, 23; GC 15.2, 22.2, 24.2, 50.2b, 56.1, 93.3; NS 11.2) 

with negligent member (GC 56.2, 58.1, 58.2, 58.3) 

difficulties,  members with  (R 23; GC 10, 50.2b, 56.1) 

Diocesan church (GC 46.1, 100, 101; NS 16.3) 

discrimination (GC 18.2) 

disenfranchised, help of (R 13; GC 19.1) 

dismissal from OFS (CCL 308, 309, 316; GC 55-59, 58.2 - 58.4; NS 5.5f, 20)  

Disposition re OFS (NS 19.1a) 

Distance from local fraternity (GC 53.3; NS 18.7b, 19.6) 

distinctive sign/symbol of OFS (R 23; GC 43; NS 16) 

distress, countering (GC 26.1) 

District Councilors - see Regional Fraternity 

“divine seed”, presence of (R 19) 

documents (legislative & liturgical), approval of (GC 87.2) 

“Do Penance” (R Prologue) 

“do the will of the Father”  (R 10; GC 12.2) 

Documents (R 2, 3, 20, 21, 23, 26; GC 4-6, 28.3, 39.4, 42.5, 46.1, 46.2, 48.1, 57.2, 58.1,   

 58.4; NS 18.12) 

“Duly elected” (NS 1.2) 
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Duties of 

Conf. of Gen. Min. of the First Order and TOR (SSA 4.2, 8 & 9; GC 76.2, 83.1, 87.1 87.3,  

 91.2-.3, 92.2-.3) 

Conf. Of National Spiritual Assts. (SSA 19.3; GC 76.2, 93) 

Conf. Of Regional Spiritual Assts. (SSA 21.3; GC 76.2, 90.3, 93.1-2) 

General/Provincial Ministers (R 26; GC 85.2, 86.1, 87.3, 88, 89.5; SSA 5-7; 10, 11) 

Individual Professed Secular Franciscans (R 1, 6, 10; GC 30, 44, 45, 53.3, 53.4, 56.1,  

 58.1, 96.1, 97.1, 98, 99.1, 100, 101, 102, 103) 

International Fraternity Council  (IS 7, 9) 

Local Fraternity Council (see “Local Fraternity”) 

General  (GC 50 & 53; NS 18.3) 

Minister  (GC 51) 

Vice Minister  (GC 52.1) 

Secretary  (GC 52.2) 

Formation Director or “Master of Formation” (GC 52.3) 

Treasurer  (GC 52.4) 

National Fraternity Council (NS 5.5) 

Officers of National Executive Council (NS 6, 11.3) 

Regional Fraternity Council (NS 22) 

Officers of Regional Executive Council (NS 23, 24) 

  

E 

E-mail (NS, 5.6, 23.6) 

Ecclesial  

act (GC 42.1) 

Authority/Witness,  

need for “competent” (CCL 305; R 1 & 26; GC 76.2, 76.3; NS 11.6b; SSA 17.3) 

OFS representative (GC 51.2c, 63.2e, 66.2I, 67.2d, 74.2d) 

 communities (R 6, 8; GC 3.3, 17.2, 17.3, 53.2) 

 groups (GC 98.1, 100.2, 103) 

 

Ecclesiastical  

 authorities (51.2c) 

 communion (GC 58.3) 

Ecology (R 18; GC 18.4, 26.1) 

economic affairs of fraternity  (GC 30.3, 50.2e) 

Ecumenism (GC 103) 

elderly (GC 27.1; NS 18.10) 
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Elections, Chapter of: (CCL 119; R 21; GC 31.1, 49.2, 51.2a, 63.2a, 63.2b, 67.2e, 76-80;   

 IS 12;  NS 3.5, 6.6c, 7.3, 8.6, 9-12, 14, 28) 

absolute majority = more than half (GC 78.1) 

accept office (GC 78.4) 

“active” voice = can elect  (GC 77) 

additional directives/norms (CCL 173.2; GC 80; NS 9.3, 11.6, 14) 

authority (NS 9.3) 

call anew (GC 79.5) 

conclusion of elections (GC 78.4) 

confirm (GC 76.2, 78.4) 

 convocation: (CCL 164; GC 51.2a, 76.1; NS 7.3, 11.1) 

 casting one ballot (CCL 168; NS 8.5, 10.6) 

 delegate/substitute (NS 8.3) 

 Ecclesial Witness: (GC 76.2, 76.3; NS 11.6) 

 election  

confirmation (GC 76.2) 

of councilors (GC 78.3, 79.3, NS 13.2) 

of minister & vice minister (GC 78.1, 78.2, 79.1, 79.2) 

elective  

assembly (GC 49.2, 76.2) 

powers (IS 10.1a; NS 3.3) 

elector (NS 10.6) 

eligible  

candidate for nomination (GC 31.3, 77.3; NS 11.2-11.4) 

voters (NS 8.1-8.3, 12) 

Local Frat. (GC 77.1) 

other levels (GC 77.2; NS 8.1, 12, 28) 

holding more than one elected office (NS 11.4, 13.3, 28) 

incompatible offices (GC 82; NS 11.4, 13.3, 28) 

ineligible voters (GC 76.3) 

invalidate elections, right & duty (GC 79.5) 

majority of votes requirements (GC 78) 

Nomination Requirements (NS 11.2) 

norms (GC 76, 77) 

not elected on first ballot (GC 78.1, 78.3; NS 14.1) 

Offices:  (GC 49.1; NS 24.3) 

“outgoing Minister” (GC 79.2) 

“outgoing Natl. Minister” (NS 13.3) 
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“passive” voice = can be elected  (GC 77) 

Presider/President  (GC 76.2 - 76.4, 78.4; NS 9.3, 11.6a, 18.8, 26.2) 

 qualification of candidates (GC 31.377.3; NS 11.2) 

 “quorum” = # voters needed: (GC 77.4; NS 9.1) 

Removal from office: (CCL 318; GC 84; NS 15.3) 

resignation 

  Minister (GC 83.1; NS 15.1) 

 Other Council Members (GC 83.2; NS 15.2) 

 results/majority:  (GC 78.4; NS 9.2) 

 Secy. & Tellers/ “scrutineers”:  (CCL 173.2; GC 76.4, 78.4) 

term limits  (GC 79; NS 13) 

tie (GC 78.1) 

third ballot, if needed (GC 78.1) 

“third & final successive election as Councilor” (NS 13.2) 

vacant office  (GC 81; NS 15) 

votes required: (GC 78.1 - 78.3) 

electronic business/ e-mail (NS 5.6, 23.6)  

eligible  

candidate for nomination (GC 31.3, 77.3; NS 11.2-11.4) 

voters  

Local Frat. (GC 77.1) 

other levels (GC 77.2; NS 8.1-8.3, 12, 28) 

“encounter Christ in brothers & sisters” (R 5) 

enrollment (CCL 306, 307) 

Establishing Documents (NS 18.12, 25.4) 

establishment of  

local fraternities  (CCL 313; GC 46, 47, 86.1, 88.2; NS 18.2; SSA 5.2, 6.1, 11.2) 

Sections or Cells (GC 34, 50.2d; NS 18.5) 

  Notice of (NS 18.5a) 

eternal life (GC 26.1, 27.1) 

Eucharist (R 5, 8; GC 14.2, 53.2; NS 19.2d) 

 “center of life of fraternity” (GC 14.2) 

Evangelical  

formation (GC 71.1c) 

life (GC 8.2, 40.1, 41.2, 71.1a, 96.1) 

poverty (GC 15) 

vitality (GC 92.1, 93.1) 

way of life (GC 40.2; NS 11.2) 
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example (GC 12.1, 37.3) 

exclusion (GC 18.2) 

excommunication (GC 58.3) 

Excused (R 23; NS 18.7, 18.7a) 

expense reimbursement (NS 18.8, 25.2) 

expenses, local & “higher fraternities” (R 25; GC 52.4b; NS 18.7) 

“experiential & interactive” formation (NS 19.5b) 

exploitation  (R 18; GC 15.3, 18.2) 

External sign of Secular Franciscan (R 23; GC 43; NS 16.4) 

extraordinary expenditures (NS 5.5i, 6.1) 

 

F   

“Fair Share” / “Common Fund” (R 25; GC 30.3; IS 10.1j; NS 3.7b, 18.7, 25.3) 

faith (GC 8.2, 27.2, 44.3, 58.3) 

faithfulness/ fidelity (GC 11, 24) 

Family life (R 17; GC 12.1, 15.2, 17.4, 23.1, 24, 25, 53.3; NS 18.7b, 18.9, 18.10) 

children (R 17; GC 25) 

dialog in fraternity (GC 24.2) 

first priority (R 17; GC 17.4, 24.1; NS 18.9) 

    marital fidelity (R 17; GC 24.1, 24.3) 

meeting sharing (GC 24.2; NS 19.5c) 

spouses (R 17; GC 24.1; NS 18.4) 

fasting (GC 13.3) 

Fatherhood of God (GC 12, 14.5, 15.1, 26.1) 

fax  [see email / electronic business] 

financial responsibilities (CCL 319; R 25; GC 30.3, 50.2e, 62.2i & j, 66.2g, 66.2k, 66.2l;   

 IS 10.1i, 13.1l, 22; NS 3.7b, 4.5, 5.5h, 5.5i, 18.7, 18.8, 25.2, 25.3) 

 annual budget  (GC 50.2e, 62.2I, 66.2k, IS 10.1j, 21.1a, 21.1b; NS 6.4c) 

 audit  (GC 52.4c, 62.2j, 66.2j,; NS 4.5) 

 books  (GC 52.4a & b; NS 6.4d) 

 deposits  (NS 6.4a) 

 reports  (GC 52.4c, 62.2i, 66.2k; IS 10.1i, 20.2d; NS 6.4e) 

FIOFS = International Fraternity of OFS  [see Intl. Fraternity] 

Formation:  (R 23; GC 8.2, 37, 38.1, 40 - 41, 50.1, 62.2e, 66.2d, 103.1; IS 13.1b; NS 19) 

 3 mo.  (NS 19.1b) 

 6 mo.  (NS 19.2a) 

 18 mo.  (NS 19.2b) 

 36 mo.  (GC 42.2; NS 19.2b) 
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 1 yr. (R 23; GC 40.1, 41.2, 41.3) 

 18 yrs.  (GC 43; NS 19.3b) 

 21 yrs.  (NS 19.3a) 

Admission/Entrance: (R 23; GC 37, 39, 46.2, 50.2a; NS 19.2d) 

 Agents of  (R 23; GC 11, 37.2, 37.3) 

 as Journey  (GC 37.2) 
 Candidacy/candidate (NS 19.2b-19.2d) 

  Rite of Admission (Rit. pp. ) 

 “common” [several fraternities together] (NS 19.5c) 

 Constitutions study (GC 40.2; NS 19)  

 Continuing/ “On-Going”: (R 7; GC 8.2, 44; NS 16.2, 18.1, 18.9, 19.4) 

 discerning vocation (R 23; GC 38.1) 
 duration time (R 23; GC 38, 40.1, NS 19) 

Exception to Time Frame: (GC 38.3, 41.3) 

form & methodology (GC 37.4, 38.2, 40.1, 40.4.; NS 19.5) 

Formation Director / “Master of Formation”: (GC 52.3; IS 13.1b) 

Fraternity Members’ duty (R 23; GC 37.2, 37.3, 38.1, 44.2; NS 18.1) 

“fully initiated member of Catholic Church” (NS 19.2d) 
Initiation as Preparation (R 23; GC 37.1, 38; NS 19) 

Inquiry/Inquirer (NS 19.2a, 19.2c) 

 Ceremony of Introduction & Welcoming (Rit. pp. ) 

Inter-fraternal Formation  (GC 40.1; NS 19.5c)  

lengthening time of (GC 40.1, 41.3) 

means of belonging to (R 23; GC 37.4) 
meeting participation (GC 40.1, 40.3; NS 19.2c) 

mentality of candidate (GC 40.4) 

Newly Professed:  (GC 44.2) 

of children (R 17; GC 25)  

of Secular Franciscans (SSA 2.3, 13.1, 17.3, 19.3, 21.3, 24.1) 

of spiritual assistants (SSA 5.4, 14.2; GC 95; IS 13.1b)  
“forming & interesting friars in service to OFS” (SSA 5.4, 19.3, 21.3) 

 Orientation (NS 19.1) 

participation in Fraternity:(R 23; GC 30, 40.3, 53; NS 16.2) 

Profession/ Promise of Evangelical Life: (R 23; GC 1.3, 2.1, 8.1, 17.1, 37.1, 

           41 - 43,  46.2, 50.2a, 52.2b; NS 19.3) 

 accepted by (GC 42.3) 
conditions for (GC 41) 

Minimum Age:(R 23; GC 43, NS 19.3)  

Rite of Profession (Rit. pp. ) 

temporary (GC 42.2, 44.2; NS 19.3b; Rit. pp. ) 

 purpose (GC 40.1) 



INDEX & CROSS REFERENCE TO OFS GOVERNING DOCUMENTS (2025) 
 

    
Updated August 2025                                                                                                          Page 14 of 34     
   

Remote Initial Formation (NS 19.6) 

responsibility of (GC 37.2, 37.3; IS 13.1b; NS 16.2, 18.9) 

Rule study (GC 40.2) 

Sacred Scripture (GC 40.2) 

Who’s Responsible  (CCL 329; GC 37.2, 37.3; IS 13.1b; NS 16.2, 18.9) 

Formation Terminology: 
 aspirant:  (GC 39 )  USA: Inquirer: (NS 19.2A) 

 candidate:  (GC 40-42; NS 19.2b) 

 Master of Formation:  (GC 37.2, 41.1, 49.1, 52.3)      

  USA: Director of Formation (NS 19) 

 Phases/Stages of Initial Formation: 

 Orientation:  (GC 38; NS 19.1)  
  Inquiry: (GC 38; NS 19.2a) 

  Candidacy:  (GC 40; NS 19.2b) 

  Profession:  (R 23; GC 41, 42, 43; NS 19.3) 

Francis of Assisi (R 1, 5; GC 1.2, 3.2, 10, 14.2) 

 charism (R 1; GC 85.1) 

 example/model/inspiration (R 1, 2, 5, 6, 9; GC 12.1, 42.1, 98.1) 
 message of (GC 18.1, 85.2, 96.2) 

 person (GC 40.2) 

 spirit of (R 5, 6; GC 71.1a) 

 writings (GC 12.1, 40.2) 

Franciscan 

Charism (GC 85.2, 92.1, 95.1, 100.3, 102.2) 
Churches (GC 102.2) 

Family  (R 1, 2; GC 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 3.2, 23.1, 32.1, 47.1, 53.2, 85, 89.1,  

  92.1, 94.2, 96.6, 98.1) 

lifestyle (GC 102.2) 

 live Gospel (R 4; GC 1.3) 

 major superior (GC 88, 89, 91.3) 
 meeting sharing (GC 24.2) 

obedience (GC 47.2, 61.1) 

protectress (R 9) 

religious (GC 87.3, 88.1, 89.1, 89.3, 89.4, 102.2) 

sign/symbol (GC 43; NS 16.4) 

spirit (GC 10, 92.1) 
spirituality (R 1; GC 89.3, 90.1, 102.1) 

union of fraternities (R 1, 2; GC 1.3; NS 1.1) 

Youth (GC 70.1, 94.2, 96, 97; NS 27; SSA 11.2, 19, 20, 21) 

Franciscans 

 First Order (R 26; GC 1.4, 46.1, 50.2g, 70.1, 74.2c, 74.2g, 76.2, 84.5, 85,  
  89.3, 91.1, 95.1, 98.1) 
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 Second Order = “Poor Clares”  (GC 98) 

 Third Order Regular [TOR]  (R 26; GC 1.4, 46.1, 50.2g, 70.1, 74.2c, 74.2g,  

  76.2, 84.5, 85, 89.3, 91.1, 95.1, 98.1) 

fraternal  

communion (GC 3.3, 28.1, 40.3, 46.2, 53.3, 98) 

correction (GC 93.3, 94.4) 
dialog (R 23; GC 22.2, 24.2, 50.2b, 56.1, 56.2, 58.1, 58.2, 58.3; IS 16.4,  

  16.5) 

 between generations (GC 24.2) 

life (R 20 - 26; GC 11, Chap. III- art. 28 - 103) 

love (R Chap. II - art. 4 - 19; GC Chap. II - art. 8 - 27) 

unity (R 1, 2, 20-22, 24,26; GC 1.3, 1.5, 3.3, 19.2, 24.2, 26.2, 28-36, 53) 
Visit: 

action for failure to provide service (GC 94.4) 

audit items (GC 94.3, 94.4) 

defined (R 26; GC 94.1) 

not requested (GC 62.2h) 

request (R 26; GC 51.2d, 62.2h, 63.2c, 63.2g, 66.2j, 67.2f, 67.2g,  
  74.2e, 74.2g, 92, 93, 94) 

Special attention given to (GC 94.2) 

visitor restrictions (GC 94.5) 

Fraternal/Pastoral Visit (R 26; GC 51.2d, 62.2h, 66.2j, 92-95; IS 13.1h, 23;  

  NS 17, 18.8, 26; SSA 14; Rit. pp.) 

 appeal right (GC 93.5) 
audit of (GC 93.1, 93.2) 

 authority to request (R 26; GC 63.2g, 84.6, 92.2, 92.3; NS 5.5h, 17,   

   18.8, 26.0) 

communicate object/program of  (GC 93.2) 

composition of group visited (GC 93.2) 

governing statutes (GC 84.6, 92-95; IS 23; NS 17, 26; SSA 14) 
interaction with individuals (GC 93.3) 

number/composition of visitors (GC 93.4) 

purpose of both (GC 92.1, 93.1, 93.3) 

 report of (GC 93.2; IS 23.3) 

requesting individual (GC 92.1) 

 stipend (NS 5.5h, 18.8, 26.2) 
under urgent and serious cause (GC 92.3) 

fraternity 

 animated/guided by (R 21; GC 31.1; IS 1.3; NS 1.2; SSA 3.1) 

 cessation (GC 48.1) 

 Chapter of Elections (Rit. pp. ) 
 Council Gathering (Rit. pp. ) 
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 coordinated/governed (R 20, 21; GC 4, 28 - 34; IS 2; NS 2, 18.3, 21) 

 council (R 21, 23, 24, 26; GC 31; IS 3; NS 3, 18.3, 22) 

 duties/responsibilities of members (GC 17, 30, 40.3) [see “members”] 

 establishment (R 22; GC 31.1, 46, 86.1, 88.2; NS 18.2; SSA 5.2, 6.1,   

   11.2; Rit.  pp.) 

Gathering: Opening & Closing Prayers (Rit. pp. ) 
involvement in “meeting place” activities (GC 102) 

levels of (R 20; GC 1.5, 28.2, 29.1; IS Intro.; NS 1.1, 16.2)                      

local, response to higher councils (GC 33.2) 

Minister (R 21; IS 2, 17; NS 6.1, 24.1 ) 

patrimonial goods (GC 48, 62.2j, 66.2l, 94.3; IS 10.1i, 20.1, 21.1c;   

   NS 4, 18.11, 25, 28) 
personal (GC 35.2, 60) 

personality promoted (R 21, 22; GC 33.1) 

prayer life (R 4, 5, 8, 9; GC 9.2, 12.3, 14, 17.4, 24.1, 30.2, 95.4, 103.1) 

records & registers (GC 39.4, 42.5, 46.2, 48, 52.2, 52.4, 56.3, 57.2,   

   58.1, 93.2, 94.3, 94.4; NS 6.4d, 6.4e) 

“regular & frequent meetings” (R 24; GC 53; NS 18.9) 
revival (GC 48.2) 

special groups within (GC 34, 35.2, 36.2; NS 18.5) 

Fraternity Life: 

 active participation is essential (R 22 - 25; GC 30, 53.3) 

 apostolic activities (GC 17 - 27, 95.4, 100 - 102) 

common interest groups (GC 34, 50.2; NS 18.5) 
opportunities to gather (R 24; GC 53; NS 18.9, 18.10) 

various levels (R 2, 20, 25; GC 46-75; NS 1.1, 16.2) 

vitality of (R 26; GC 92.1, 93 - 95) 

vocation (GC 2 - 4; NS 16.1) 

vocation promotion (GC 45) 

Fraternity “levels” / types 
Local (See Local Fraternity) 

International (See International Fraternity) 

National (See National Fraternity) 

Regional (See Regional Fraternity) 

freedom (GC 12.2, 15.1, 18.3) 

frequent meetings (R 22, 24; GC 53.1; NS 18.9) 
“fulfill duties proper to their various circumstances of life” (R 10; GC 20.2) 

 

G 

General  

Assistants to OFS (SSA 9.2, 17, 18; GC 70.1, 72.1, 74.2c, 90.3a, 91.2a;  
  IS 11.1, 13.1o)  
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Chapter (GC 5.2, 6.1, 70.3, 70.4, 73a, 74.2b, 74.2k; IS 9, 10, 11.2,   

   12.1, 13.1d)  

Constitutions, interpretation (R 3, 20, 21, 23; GC 4, 5, 7; IS 10.1.f, 13.1a;  

   NS 1.3, 5.5d,  9.3) 

Ministers (SSA 5, 8, 9; GC 74.2g, 85.2, 86, 87, 91.2a; IS 13.1o) 

Principles (SSA 1 - 7) 
Spir. Asst. (SSA 12-16, 17& 18; GC 90.3, 91.3, 92.2)  

  

General Minister/Minister General of OFS (GC 85.2; IS 2, 11.1,17;   

   NS 11.6a)  

Gospel (R 2, 4, 7, 11; GC 1.3, 8, 9.2, 17.2, 26.1, 42.1, 98.1, 102.2) 

“from Gospel to life…” (R 4, 7; GC 8.2, 9.2) 
governance (CCL 309; R 20, 21; GC 4.1; IS 2; NS 2, 18.3, 21, 28) 

  

guaranteed spiritual assistance (SSA 10, 11; GC 88.1) 

Guidelines for Initial Formation in SFO in USA (NS 19.1a, 19.5a) 

Guidelines for Remote Initial Formation in USA (NS 19.6) 

  
H 

habitual default (GC 56.2, 84.1, 84.3, 84.6; IS 8.3; NS 15.3) 

health of member (GC 53.3; NS 18.7) 

help, give & receive (GC 12.2, 13.2, 15, 18.2, 19.2, 20.2, 22.2; NS 11.2) 

“higher” Fraternity Council vs. “lower” (GC 33.2) 

holiness (GC 1.1) 
Holy See (R 3; GC 1.5, 5.1, 59, 87.2, 99) 

Holy Spirit (R 4; GC 1.3, 9.2, 11, 12, 16.2, 37.2, 96.2, 99.1) 

hope (GC 26.2, 27.2) 

human  

development (GC 22.2) 

dignity (GC 10, 18.1, 22.2) 
values (GC 15.3) 

humanity (GC 12.3) 

humility (R 10, 11) 
 

I 

illness (GC 27.1) 

incoming council (NS 8.6) 

incompatible offices (GC 82; NS 11.4, 13.3, 28) 
incorporate (NS 4.1, 4.4) 

indifference (GC 18.2, 22.2) 

individuality promoted (GC 33.1) 

ineligible voters (GC 76.3) 



INDEX & CROSS REFERENCE TO OFS GOVERNING DOCUMENTS (2025) 
 

    
Updated August 2025                                                                                                          Page 18 of 34     
   

Initial Formation (NS 19) 

initiation (R 23; GC 37.1, 38; NS 19.2c) 

injustice (GC 19.2, 22.2) 

Inquiry [see Formation] 

insertion into & participation in local fraternity (GC 53.3) 

installation of new Council (NS 8.6) 
Institutes (GC 1.4, 2.1) 

“internal controls” (NS 18.12, 25.4) 

International Fraternity = FIOFS  (GC 6.1, 69-75) 

animated & guided (GC 69.2, 92.2; IS 1.3, 10, 14.1a) 

CIOFS Presidency (GC 5.3, 6.2, 33.2, 36.2, 46.3, 59, 65.2, 66.2f - 66.2h, 

 70.2, 72, 73, 79.4, 87.2b & c, 90.3a, 91.2a, 96.5; IS 11 - 16, 19.1) 
Council (GC 70, 71) 

Councillors (GC 72.2; IS 11.1, 12-15, 16.3-16.5) 

definition (R 2; GC 1.5, 69.1; IS 1.1) 

Finance Commission (IS 19.5, 20, 21) 

Financial Contributions (R 25; GC 30; IS 10.1j, 20.2c, 22) 

Fraternal & Pastoral Visits (GC 74.2e, 74.2g; IS 23) 
General Chapter (GC 5.2, 70.3; IS 10; 13.1d) 

Intl. Council = CIOFS (GC 5.3, 70, 71, 91.2a; IS 3 - 8) 

Intl. Councilors (GC 66.2, 75; IS 4-7, NS 10.3-10.5, 13.1b, 13.2) 

meetings (GC 70.4, 73e; IS 9, 10.1b- 10.1d, 15) 

Minister General (GC 74.2, 87.2; IS 10.1h, 16.1, 17) 

official languages (IS 1.5 
organization (GC 69.1; IS 1.2) 

    Secy. & Secretariat (IS 13.319) 

    Treasurer (IS 10.1i, 10.1j, 20) 

    Vice Minister General (GC 81.1; IS 16.2, 18) 

           Statutes (GC 71.2, 87.2a) 

invalidate elections, right & duty (GC 79.5) 
invitations to re-activate member (NS 18.7b) 

involvement in “meeting place” activities (GC 102) 

irregularities by Minister or Council (GC 84.6) 

 

J 

joy (GC 12.1, 26) 

Juridic Persons (CCL 113 - 118; GC 1.5, 29.2, 51.2c, 54.1, 54.2, 63.2e, 67.2d,    69.1; 

IS 1.1; NS 1.1)  

 “Changes in juridic person” (CCL 120) 

just laws, passage (R 15; GC 22.1) 
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justice (R 10; GC 10) 

in the forefront in promoting (R 15, 19; GC 22, 23.1; IS 13.2) 

social (R 15; GC 10, 22, 18-23) 

 

K 

Kingdom of God (R 14; GC 3.2, 17.1, 20.1, 99.1) 

 

L 

lack of concern by Minister or Council (GC 84.6) 

laity (R 1, 17; GC 2.2, 3.2, 14.1, 40.2) 

last will and testament (R 19; GC 23.3) 

“lapsed” member (NS 18.7b) 

legislative decisions/powers (R 3, 20, 21, 23, 26; 68.1, 70.3; IS 10.1a; NS 3.3) 

leisure (GC 21.2) 

levels of fraternity (R 20; GC 28.2, 29.1, 31, 60; IS Intro.; NS 1.1, 16.2, 28) 

“Life in Fraternity” (R Ch.3; GC 53-54, 28-103; NS 18) 

“life-giving reciprocal communion” within Franciscan Family (R 1; GC 98.1, 102.2) 

liturgical prayer (R 8; GC 14.4) 

Liturgy (GC 14.2, 17.4, 101.1, 102.1)  

of the Hours (GC 14.4) 

“live the gospel” (R 4; GC 8, 9, 17.2, 17-27, 42.1, 44.3) 

 in fraternal communion (R 22; GC 3.3, 28.1, 40.3, 46.2, 53.3, 98) 

“living in full communion with the Pope and the bishops” (R 6; GC 99.1) 

local churches/bishop, relations with (GC 12.2, 13.1, 14, 16, 17, 23.1, 24.1, 24.3, 28.2, 100,  

 101, 102.1; NS 16.3) 

Local Fraternity (R 20 - 26, 22; GC 46-48; NS 4.4, 16.2, 18) 

annual report (GC 51.2b) 

appoint Spir. Asst.   (CCL 317; R 26; GC 50.2g, 89.2, 91.2d; SSA 11.2) 

“basic unit of whole Order” (R 22; GC 47.1; NS 18.1) 

“carry out decisions of higher fraternities” (GC 33.2) 

cessation / suppression of (CCL 320; GC 48.1) 

Chapter of Elections (R 21; GC 49.2, 76 – 80; NS 10 - 15) 

“Common Fund” (R 25; GC 30.3; NS 18.7) 

“community of love” (R 23) 

contact with “shut-ins” (homebound or Nursing Home) (R 24; NS 18.10) 

“coordinated & connected” (GC 28.1, 29.1, 29.3) 

council responsibilities (CCL 328, 329; R21, 23, 24, 26; GC 9.2, 31.2, 31.4, 32.1, 33.2,   

  39.3, 41.1, 49-52, 55, 56; NS 18.3, 18.4a, 18.7b, 18.9) 
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establishment of  (CCL 312 & 313; R 22; GC 46; NS 18.2; SSA 5.2, 6.1, 11.2) 

“establishing documents” (GC 28.3, 46.2; NS 18.12) 

existing without a regular council (GC 31.1) 

financial responsibilities (CCL 319; R 25; NS 18.7, 18.8) 

Formation Director/”Master of Formation”  (GC 52.3) 

formation responsibilities (R 23 & 24; GC 37.2, 38.3, 39.3, 41, 44.2, 46.2; NS 19)  

“implement programs” (GC 33.2; NS 18.9) 

Local Spir. Asst. role (SSA 12-16, 23 & 24; GC 37, 41.1, 56, 58 & 91; NS 18.3) 

Master of Formation - see “Formation Director” 

Minister (GC 37.2, 39.1, 41.1, 42.3, 51) 

“privileged place” (R 22; GC 47.1; NS 18.2) 

revival (GC 48.2) 

Secretary (GC 52.2, 81.3) 

transfer of pastoral care (GC 47.2; NS 16.4) 

Treasurer (GC 52.4) 

Vice Minister (GC 52.1, 81.1) 

“visible sign of the Church” (R 22; GC 100 - 103) 

Local  

Ordinary/Bishop (R 6; GC 46.1; NS 16.3) 

Spir. Asst. (SSA 12-16, 23 & 24; GC 37, 41.1, 56, 58 & 91; NS 18.3)  

love (GC 10, 12, 15.4, 18.1) 

for Church (R 6; GC 40.2, 99.1, 100, 101.1, 102) 

fraternal (R 14; GC 19.1, 24.2) 

“love God & brothers & sisters” (R 12, 13; GC 12.3) 

Gospel (R 4, 8, 10; GC 9.2) 

marital (R 17; GC 24.1, 24.3) 

 

M 

Major Superiors (GC 88, 89, 91.3; SSA 2, 5-11, 12.1, 15, 19.1, 21.1, 23.1) 

Majority (GC 78; NS 9) 

  absolute = “more than half” (GC 78.1; NS 9.2) 

 relative or simple (GC 78.3; NS 9.2) 

 qualified = 2/3  (IS 10.4) 

marginalization (R 13-15; GC 15.3, 18, 19, 22, 24.3, 98.1) 

married couples, groups (GC 24.2) 

Mary (R 9; GC 16) 

mass media/public relations (GC 52.2c) 

material goods (R 11; GC 15) 
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meetings (R 22, 24; GC 26.2, 31.4, 49.2, 53.1) [see specific frat. “level”] 

members 

active (R 22-24; GC 30; NS 18.7a) 

deceased (R 24; GC 53.4) 

involvement in “meeting place” activities (GC 102) 

isolated (GC 53.3) 

lapsed (NS 18.7b) 

responsibilities (R 23, 25; GC 18.1, 20.2, 30, 31.4, 37.3, 53.1, 53.3, 53.4) 

membership (R 2; GC 1.3, 2.2, 37.1) 

 Church/society = inseparable (R 14; GC 20.1) 

 exclusion from active participation (R 23; GC 56.3) 

“messengers of perfect joy” (R 19; GC 26, 27) 

minimum profession age (R 23; GC 43; NS 19.3) 

Minister (R 21, 23; GC 31.1, 31.2, 32, 49.1, 51, 58.1, 58.2, 79.2, 82, 94.4) [refer to specific   

 Fraternity Level] 

 death of (GC 81.1) 

 duties of (GC 51) 

 election of (GC 78.1) 

 removal of (GC 84.1, 84.6) 

 resignation (GC 81.1, 83.1) 

 term (GC 79.1) 

minority = spirit of poverty (R 11, 13; GC 15, 19.2) 

mission (GC 14.1, 24, 98.1, 99.1, 100.2, 100.3, 101.1, 102, 103) 

Model 

be a (R Chap. 2; GC 8-27) 

NAFRA as (NS 23.4, 24.2, 24.3, 28) 

monetary contributions (R 25; GC 30.3) [refer to “common fund”, “fair share”, financial 

 responsibilities] 

Motion (NS 9.2) 

 

N 

NAFRA = OFS-USA National Fraternity (NS 1) [see Natl. Frat.] {2018 changed to OFS-USA} 

organization (NS 1.3) 

National  

Assistants (GC 90.3b, 91.2b) 

Chapter (GC 68.1) 

Commissions’ Coordinator (NS 5.2, 5.3) 

Congress (IS 14.3; NS 7.4) 
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Formation Commission (NS 5.2, 5.3) 

Fraternity (GC 65-68, 71.1b) 

 animated & guided (GC 4.1, 65.3; IS 14.2; NS 1.2, 5.5a)  

 as model (NS 23.4, 24.2, 24.3, 28) 

 councilors (NS 13.2, 14.4, 15.2) 

defined (GC 65.1; NS Intro., 1.1) 

establishment (GC 65.2; IS 13.1e, 13.1f) 

expenses (NS 5.5h, 5.5i, 25.3) 

external sign of OFS (R 23; GC 43; NS 16.4) 

 fraternal life (NS 16.2) 

 functions (NS 1, 5.5, 16.2) 

 Governing Bodies:  (NS 2.1) 

Conference of Natl. Spiritual Assts. = CNSA (NS 2.2) 

National Exec. Council (NEC) (GC 66.1; NS 2.1, 3.1, 5, 18.10) 

composition (NS 5.2) 

duties (GC 66.1; NS 5.1, 5.5, 6, 26.2) 

Minister duties (GC 65.3, 67; NS 6.1) 

Intl. Councilor (GC 75; IS 4, 5, 7; NS 5.2, 6.5) 

Pres. Of CNSA (SSA 19; GC 90; NS 6.6) 

Secy. (GC 52.2, 52.5; NS 6.3) 

Treas. (GC 52.4, 52.5; NS 6.4) 

Vice Minister (GC 52.1, 52.5; NS 6.2) 

 meetings (NS 5.1, 7.2) 

 resignations (NS 15.1, 15.2) 

      terms of office (NS 7.3, 13) 

vacancies (NS 15) 

voting rights (NS 5.3) 

Fraternity Council (NFC) (GC 66.2; NS 2.1, 3, 5) 

   business (GC 66.2; NS 3.2, 5.6, 9.1) 

composition (NS 3.1) 

Chapter of Elections (GC 66.2a; NS 3.5, 5.4, 7-14) 

    convocation (NS 3.5, 11) 

    nominations  (NS 11.1-11.3, 14.1, 14.2) 

    delegates/substitutes (NS 8.3) 

duties (GC 29.2, 29.3, 37.4, 38.3, 58.4, 61.2, 62.2c, 62.2d, 66,   

  67.1, 91.2b, 96.5; NS 3.7, 5.5) 

Intl. Councilor (NS 3, 6) 

interpretation of Natl. Stat. (NS 5.5c) 
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   meetings (NS 3.4, 3.6, 7) 

   powers & rights (NS 3.3, 8, 10.2) 

Spir. Asst.  (SSA 9.2, 10.3, 12-16, 19 & 20; GC 90, 91; NS 6.6, 13.1c) 

Conference of  (SSA 19.3; GC 76.2, 93; NS 6.6)  

Statutes (GC 6.2, 25, 29.3, 34, 46.1, 47.2, 49.2, 52.4c, 53.3, 53.5, 54, 61.2, 61.3, 64,  

 68) 

amendment of  (NS 29) 

applicability (GC 29.3; NS 28) 

approval (GC 6.2; IS 13.1g) 

formation (R 23; GC 38.2, 40.1, 41.2, 41.3, 43) 

interpretation & clarification (NS 5.5c, 5.5d)  

work with youth/young adults (GC 25) 

nature (R 8; GC 12.3, 18.4) 

NEC = Natl. Executive Council (NS 5, 6) 

new fraternity (R 22; NS 18.2) 

NFC = Natl. Fraternity Council (NS 2, 3) 

Nomination Requirements (NS 11.2) 

Nominations Chair/Committee (NS 11.2, 11.3) 

non-budgeted expenses (GC 50.2e, NS 5.5I, 6.1) 

non-elected offices/services (GC 49.1, 50.2f) 

norms/procedures (NS 3.3) 

elections (GC 76, 77; NS 9-15) 

not elected on first ballot (NS 14.1) 

notice of meetings (NS 7.5, 23.7) 

 

O 

obedience (R 10, 22; GC 10, 12.2) 

obligations, default in  (GC 56.2) 

“Observe the Gospel” (R 4, 19; GC 3.3, 8.1, 9.2, 13.1, 26.1, 28.1, 44.3) 

obstinacy (GC 56.2) 

occupation (GC 20.2, 21.1) 

Offices (GC 49.1; NS 5.2, 23.2) 

 duties (GC 51, 52, 63, 67, 73-75; IS 7, 13, 14, 17-21; NS 6, 24.3) 

 incompatible (GC 82; NS 11.4, 13.3, 28) 

 removal from (GC 84; IS 16; NS 15.3) 

 resignation of (GC 83; IS 16; NS 15.1, 15.2) 

vacant (GC 81.1; IS 16; NS 15)  
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official  

business (IS 10.4, 10.5; NS 3.2, 5.6, 9.1, 18.6) 

documents (GC 74.2i, 87.2a; IS 13.1n) 

languages (IS 1.5) 

OFM = Order of Friars Minor (a “First Order”) 

OFM Cap = Order of Friars Minor Capuchin (a “First Order”) 

OFM Conv = Order of Friars Minor Conventual (a “First Order”) 

OFS = Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis - 2011 official acronym for Order per CIOFS 

oldest by profession (GC 78.1) 

On-going Formation (GC 44; NS 16.2, 18.9, 19.4) 

oppression (GC 22.2) 

Orderly collaboration (GC 29; NS 19.5c) 

Ordinary (GC 46.1, 101.2) 

Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis  = (OFS) official title of SFO  (IS 1.4; NS 1.1) 

“outgoing Council”  (GC 77.2; NS 8.6, 28) 

“outgoing Minister” (GC 79.2; NS 13.3, 28) 

 

P 

parish involvement (GC 14.3, 102.1) 

participate in fraternity gatherings (R 22-24; NS 18.5a, 18.7a) 

“passive” voice = can be elected  (GC 77) 

pastor (GC 95.2) 

pastoral care - see spiritual assistance 

Pastoral  

councils (GC 100.2) 

Visit  (CCL 305.1; R 26; GC 51.2d, 63.2g, 67.2g, 86.1, 88.2b, 92, 93.5, 95;    

  NS 5.5h, 17, 18.8, 26; SSA 5.2, 6.3, 11.2, 14, 17.3) 

  combined w/ Fraternal Visit (GC 93.4; NS 17, 26; SSA 14.4, 14.5) 

 report needed  (GC 93.2 - 93.4; SSA 14.4 ) 

 requested by (GC 92.2; SSA 14.3) 

patrimonial goods (GC 48.1, 62.2i, 66.2l, 74.2k, 94.3; NS 4, 25, 28) 

payment of monies (NS 5.5h, 6.4, 18.8, 26.2) 

peace (R 19; GC 23.1, 23.3, 32.1, 98.1)) 

peacemakers (R 19; GC 10) 

pedagogy (GC 25, 40.4; NS 19.5) 

Penance (R 7; 17.3, 17.4) 

Sacrament of (R 7; GC 13.1) 

penitential practices (GC 13.3) 
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People of God (GC 25, 99.1) 

permanent dismissal/withdrawal (R 23; GC 56.1, 57.1, 58.1; NS 20) 

permanently Professed (R 23; GC 42.2; NS 19.3a) 

personal  

fraternities (GC 28.3, 35.2, 36) 

needs (GC 15.3) 

pledge (GC 96.3) 

witness (GC 17.1) 

personality of individuals & fraternities (GC 33) 

pessimism (GC 26.2) 

plurality of expressions (GC 33.1, 71.1b) 

pollution (R 18; GC 18.4) 

Poor Clares (GC 98.2) 

Pope/Holy Father/Roman Pontiff (R 3, 6; GC 1.4, 5.1, 17.3, 23.1, 99) 

possessions & power (R 11; GC 15.3) 

poverty (R 10, 11; GC 15, 19.2) 

practicing Catholic (NS 19.2d) 

Prayer & Contemplation (R 8, 9; GC 12.3, 14.5, 15.2, 17.4, 24.1, 30.2, 37.3, 40.3, 103.1;   

 NS 19.2c) 

“precise criteria” (GC 54.2; NS 18.12, 25.4) 

preference for the poor (R 13; GC 19.2) 

preferred apostolate (GC 17.1) 

“presence of divine seed” (R 19) 

Presidency of CIOFS (IS 2, 11-16; NS 29.2) 

Presider/President of Chapter of Elections (GC 76.2 - 76.4, 78.4; NS 9.3, 11.6a, 18.8, 26.2) 

priests, secular/diocesan (GC 35) 

Priorities of responsibilities for Secular Franciscans (GC 12.1, 17.4) 

priority of spiritual assistance (R 26; GC 88; SSA 15.4) 

private vows (GC 36) 

“privileged place” for developing vocation (R 22; NS 18.9) 

problems (GC 61.1, 73c, 93.3, 93.5) 

procedures/norms (NS 3.3) 

profession [see under “formation”] 

promote justice (R 15) 

promotion & support of OFS: (CCL 298; OFM GC 60; GC 45) 

property (GC 54, 94.3; NS 4, 18.11) 

Provincial Minister/Prov. Spir. Asst. (SSA 5-7, 10 & 11; GC 85.2, 86, 88; NS 18.4)    
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public  

life (R 15; GC 20.2, 22.1) 

relations/ mass media (GC 52.2c) 

purity of heart (R 12; GC 15.4) 

 

Q 

qualifications for elected office (GC 31.3, 77.3; NS 11.2, 11.3) 

qualified majority = 2/3 (IS 10.4) 

Quorum = # voters needed: (GC 77.4; NS 9.1, 18.6) 

 

R 

readmission to fraternity after temporary withdrawal or suspension (GC 57) 

“ready & willing spirit” (R 21) 

real estate (GC 54, 62.2j, 66.2i; NS 4.4, 18.11, 25) 

“real fraternity” (NS 16.2) 

“rebuild the Church” (R 6; GC 100.1) 

Reconciliation 

“fruit of …” (R 19; GC 23.1, 32.1) 

Sacrament (R 7; GC 13.1; NS 5.5e) 

recording / records / registers 

Admission (GC 39.4, 46.2) 

decree of dismissal (GC 58.4) 

decree of fraternity’s canonical establishment (GC 46.2) 

definitive withdrawal (GC 58.1) 

Profession (GC 42.5, 46.2) 

reviewed during visitation (GC 93.2, 94.3, 94.4, 95.2) 

secretary duties (GC 52.2; IS 19.3; NS 6.3) 

suspension (GC 56.3)  

voluntary withdrawal (GC 56.3) 

recreation (GC 21.2) 

“reduce personal needs” (GC 15.3, 30.3) 

Regional  

Chapter (GC 64) 

Council (GC 61.3, 62, 63.1, 63.2a, 66.2e) 

Fraternity (R 20; GC 6.3, 61 - 64, 65.1, 90.3c; NS 16.2, 21) 

 animation & organization (R 21; GC 61.3, 62.1, 63.1; NS 21.2) 

 boundaries (GC 61.1; NS 3.7a) 

 Chapter of Elections (R 21; GC 62.2, 63.2a; NS 23.4) 
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 commissions & committees (NS 23.5) 

 composition (GC 61.2; NS 22.1, 23.2) 

 duties (GC 62, 91.2c; NS 22.2, 22.4, 24) 

 financial responsibilities (GC 62.2g, 62.2i, 62.2j; NS 3.7b, 25.2, 25.3, 26.2) 

 Fraternal/Pastoral Visits (GC 63.2g, 92-95; NS 26; SSA 14) 

 governing bodies: 

  Reg. Executive Council (REC) (GC 52.5, 62.1; NS 5.5f, 18.4a, 21.2, 23 -26) 

  Reg. Fraternal Council (RFC) (GC 37.4, 62.2; NS 5.5e, 21.2, 22) 

 meetings (GC 63.2a, 64; NS 22.3, 23.7) 

 property control (GC 54; NS 4, 25.1) 

Guidelines (GC 61.3; NS 22.2) 

Minister (GC 63; NS 3.1, 7.5, 8.2, 8.3, 24.1) 

Spir. Asst. (R 26; GC 63.2b, 76, 90-93, 95; SSA 5-7, 10.3, 12-16, 21, 22;    

 NS 18.4, 21.3, 22.1) 

Conference of (SSA 21.3; GC 76.2, 90.3, 93.1-2, NS 22.1) 

 Statutes (GC 6.3, 61.3) 

regular & frequent meetings (R 24; GC 53.1-53.3; NS 16.2, 18.9, 18.10) 

relating to others (R 13) 

relationship with the friars (GC 85.1) 

“relative majority” = simple majority (NS 9.2) 

religious Orders, other (GC 2.1) 

remote Initial Formation (NS 19.6) 

“removal for cause” from office (CCL 318; GC 84; IS 8.3; NS 15.3, 15.4, 24.3) 

renewal, personal & communal (GC 13.2) 

renunciation of violence vs. renunciation of action (GC 22.3) 

replacement of officers (GC 81, 83; NS 15.1, 15.2, 28) 

reporting members (NS 18.7) 

requesting spiritual assistance/a spiritual assistant [see “spiritual assistance”, “spiritual  

 assistant”] 

resignation from office  

 Minister (GC 83.1; IS 8.1; NS 15.1, 24.3) 

other Council Members (GC 83.2; IS 8.2; NS 15.2, 24.3) 

resolve urgent problems (GC 73c; IS 13.1I-j; 5.5d-e; NS 5.5d, 5.5e) 

respect for  

creation (R 18) 

life (R 17; GC 24.1, 24.3) 

occupation (R 16; GC 21.1) 

responsibilities [ see “members”, various levels of fraternity, “spiritual assistance”] 
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retreats (13.1) 

revival of fraternity (GC 48.2) 

right  

to designate procedures (GC 29; NS 3.3) 

right of Secular Franciscans to animate, guide & coordinate own fraternities (SSA 13.2) 

Rite of  

Admission (SFO Ritual) 

Profession (SFO Ritual) 

Ritual [OFS] (GC 4.1, 14.4, 39.4, 42.3, 78.4, 96.4; NS 1.3, 19.2a, 19.2b) 

Roberts Rules of Order (NS 9.3) 

role of “Minister”, “Spiritual Assistant”, etc. [see specific office for level of fraternity] 

Rome (GC 69.2; IS 1.4) 

Rule [/OFS/SFO] (R 2-4, 20; GC 4, 5.1, 8.2, 24.1, 31.1, 35.2, 40.2, 42.1, 68.1, 92.1, 96.3) 

 approval (GC 99.2) 

establishes nature, purpose, etc. of OFS (GC 4.2) 

 interpretation (R 3; GC 5.1) 

 observance of (GC 91.2, 93.1, 95.1) 

 opposition to (GC 56.2) 

 

S 

Sacrament of  

all (GC 14.3) 

Eucharist (R 8; GC 14.2) 

Matrimony (R 17; GC 24.1, 24.2) 

Reconciliation (R7)  

salvation = Church (GC 14.1, 17.1) 

Sacred  

ministers (GC 17.3) 

Scripture/Gospel/Word of God (R 2, 4, 5, 7; GC 9.2, 13.1, 17.3, 24.1, 40.2, 44.3) 

salvific plan (R 8; GC 12.3) 

sanctification (GC 17.4) 

scrutineers/tellers of election (GC 76.4) 

secret written ballot (GC 41.1, 56.2, 78.1, 84.3; NS 10.6) 

Secretary (GC 52.2; IS 19; NS 6.3, 24.2) 

of Elections & Tellers (CCL 173.2; GC 76.4, 78.4) 

Sections or Cells (GC 34, 50.2d; NS 18.5) 

secular  

clergy (GC 2.2, 3.2, 35) 
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institutes (GC 98.1) 

Franciscan as spiritual assistant (NS 18.3) 

Franciscan Order 

animation & guidance (GC 4, 11) 

co-responsibility of members (See various fraternity levels) 

description (R 2 & 3; GC 1.5, 2-4, 99; IS Intro.) 

dismissal from (GC 58.2-58.4; N 5.5f, 20) 

entrusted to First Order & TOR (CCL 303; GC 1.4, 60, 85.2; SSA 1.1) 

Form of Life (GC 8-16) 

mission (GC 99.2) 

“open to all” (GC 2.2) 

organization according to (GC 29.1) 

origin (GC 1.3, 28.1) 

“priorities” (GC 12, 17.4) 

Spirituality (R 4-19; GC 9, 3.1, 8 - 16) 

suspension (GC 56.2, 56.3) 

traditions (GC 71.1c) 

withdrawal (R 23; GC 56.1, 56.3, 58.1) 

Orders, other than Franciscan (GC 2.1) 

           state (R 10, 16, 17; GC 3.1, 3.2) 

self-defense (GC 23.2) 

serenity (R 19; GC 27) 

service (GC 3.2, 17-27, 40.1, 100.2) 

 as OFS leaders (R 21; GC 32.2) 

SFO = Secular Franciscan Order (in USA) -revised 2018 to OFS 

shared  

experiences (GC 24.2) 

responsibility (GC 18.1, 26.2, 27.2, 30, 31.4) 

simple majority (NS 9.2) 

Sister Death (R 19, 24; GC 23.3, 27) 

slate of nominees (NS 11.1) 

social justice involvement (R 4, 13 - 18; GC 8.2, 12.1, 15, 17.4, 20.2, 18-23, 28.2, 44.1,   

 71.1d) 

special/common interest groups (GC 34, N 18.4) 

spirit of  

detachment from temporal goods (R 11; GC 15) 

“ministry & service” (R 14, 21; GC 28.2, 32.2, 73c; NS 5.1, 11.3) 

minority (R 13; GC 19.2) 
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welcome (R 13; GC 18.2, 26.2) 

spiritual  

adviser (GC 13.1) 

assistance / pastoral care (GC 1.4, 61.2, 85-91, 95.3, 96.6) 

altius moderamen (SSA 2, 8; GC 85.2, 87.1; NS 18.4) 

appoint Spiritual Asst. (SSA 11.2; R 26; GC 50.2g, 89, 91.3; NS 18.3) 

assurance of (R 1, 2, 26; GC 85.2, 88.1, 88.4, 89.1; SSA 1-4, 5.1, 7, 12-16) 

collaboration, communion & co-responsibility between OFS &    

  First Orders/TOR (SSA 1.3, 2.3, 3, 6.3; GC 85.1,86.2, 89.1; IS 13.1b; NS 6.6,  

  16.2, 18.3) 

collegial spiritual assistance (SSA 3.2, 8, 10.2; GC 87, 88.4, 88.5; NS 6.6b) 

Conference of General Ministers of the First Order and TOR:     

  duties (SSA 4.2, 8 & 9; GC 76.2, 83.1, 87, 91.2-.3;) 

delegation of Spiritual Asst. (SSA 5.2; GC 86.1, 89, 91) 

Ecclesial Witness of OFS Elections (SSA 17.3; GC 76.2; NS 11.6b) 

entrusted to (GC 1.4, 85.2) 

establishment of local fraternities  (CCL 313; GC 46, 47; SSA 5.2, 6.1, 11.2;   

  NS 18.2) 

General Ministers/Provincial Ministers duties (R 26; GC 85.2, 86.1, 87.3, 88,   

  89.5, 91.2; SSA 5-7; 10, 11) 

major superiors/provincial ministers: 

duties (GC 88, 89, 91.3; SSA 5-7) 

guaranteed spiritual assistance (SSA 10, 11; GC 88.1, 91.3) 

responsible to local fraternities (GC 88.3 & 88.4) 

minister/council responsibility (GC 86.2) 

purpose of  (SSA 2.3) 

transfer of  (GC 47.2; SSA 6.2; NS 18.4) 

       to youth (GC 88.2, 89.2, 96.6; SSA 11.2, 12.1) 

       types of 

altius moderamen (GC 85.2, 87.1; SSA 2, 3, 8.1) 

Pastoral Visit  (R 26; GC 86.1, 88.2, 94, 95; SSA 5.2, 6.3, 14) 

preferred  (GC 89.3; SSA 12.2)  

other (GC 89.4) 

spiritual assistant (SSA 12 - 24)  

appointed by (R 26; GC 89, 91.3; SSA 12.1, 12.2, 15)  

 non- member of First Order or TOR (SSA 15.4; GC 89.4) 

 designated by (R 26; GC 89.2; SSA 12.1) 

for limited time (SSA 15.3) 
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formation of (SSA 5.4, 14.2; GC 87.3, 95.3; IS 13.1b)  

liturgical activity (SSA 13.3) 

priority of (R 26; GC 88; SSA 15.4) 

purpose of spiritual assistance (SSA 2.3) 

requesting authority (R 26; GC 50.2g, 91; IS 13.1o) 

role  (R 26; CCL 312; GC 37.2, 49.1, 89.3, 90; SSA 12-16)  

role in OFS formation (SSA 2.3, 13.1, 17.3, 19.3, 21.3, 24.1) 

Secular Franciscan as (GC 89.4b; NS 18.3) 

types of: 

General Spiritual Asst.  (SSA 12-16, 17 & 18; GC 90.3a, 91.2a, 92.2) 

 Conference of (SSA 17.3; GC 76.2, 92.2) 

Local (SSA 12-16, 23 & 24; GC 37, 41, 56, 58 & 91; NS 18.3) 

Provincial Minister/Prov. Spir. Asst. (SSA 5-7, 10 & 11; GC 85.2, 86, 88) 

Regional Spiritual Asst. (R 26; GC 76, 90-93, 90.3c, 91.2c, 95; NS 18.4, 21.3, 22.1;  

  SSA 5-7, 10.3, 12-16, 21, 22)    

Conference of (SSA 21.3; GC 76.2, 90.3, 93.1-2) 

Major Superiors (SSA 5 - 11) 

National Spiritual Asst.  (SSA 10.3, 12-16, 19 & 20; GC 90.3b, 91.2b) 

Conference of (SSA 19.3; GC 76.2, 93; NS 2.2, 6.6)   

 with fraternity council (SSA 3.1, 13.2, 13.3) 

voting rights (SSA 12.3, 13.3; GC 77.1, 77.2, 90.2; NS 6.6c, 8.1, 18.3, 22.3) 

spirituality, Secular Franciscan (R 4-19; GC 3, 8-16, 17-27) 

“statement of purposes” (GC 54.2; NS 18.12, 25.4) 

Statutes 

amendment of /revision of (CCL 314; IS 24.2; NS 29) 

approval (CCL 314; GC 6.1; IS 13.1g; 24.1; NS 29.2) 

need for (CCL 304; R 3, 20, 21, 23, 26) 

types 

 International, OFS (GC 6.1) 

 National, OFS (GC 6.2) 

 personal fraternities (GC 35.2, 36.2, 36.3) 

 Regional (GC 6.3, 61.3) 

Spiritual & Pastoral Assistance to OFS (GC 91.3) 

stewardship (R 11, 18, 22, 24, 25; GC 3, 15.3, 17.4, 18-20, 30; NS 18.7-10) 

stipend (NS 5.5h, 18.8, 25.2, 26.2) 

“Structure for Property Control” (GC 54; NS 4, 18.11, 25, 28) 

“subject to the local Ordinary”/Bishop (GC 101; NS 16.3) 

subsidiarity [allowing “lower” levels of fraternity to do what they can] (GC 33.2) 
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substitutes/delegates (NS 8.3, 10.4) 

suffering (R 10; GC 10, 12.1, 24.2, 26, 27) 

suspension from local fraternity (R 23; GC 50.2c, 56.2, 56.3, 57; NS 20; SSA 24.2) 

  

T 

tallying votes (GC78; NS 10.6) 

Tau (GC 43; NS 16.4) 

telephone, business by (NS 5.6, 23.6) 

Tellers of Elections (CCL 173.2; GC 76.4, 78.4) 

temporal activities (GC 3.2, 20.1) 

temporary  

profession (GC 42.2; NS 19.3b) 

service (R 21; GC 32.2) 

Voluntary Withdrawal from local fraternity (R 23; GC 50.2c, 56.1, 56.3, 57; NS 20) 

term of office (GC 79; NS 4.5, 13) 

theological fields (GC 71.1c) 

third  

ballot, if needed (GC 78.1; IS 12.3) 

“third & final successive election as  

Councilor” (GC 79.3; NS 13.2) 

Minister or Vice Minister (GC 79.1) 

“third orders”, definition (CCL 303) 

term (NS 13.2) 

“Those who do/do not do Penance” (R Prologue) 

time frames 

 2 mo. (IS 23.3) 

3 mo.  (NS 19.1b) 

 6 mo.  (NS 19.2a) 

 18 mo.  (NS 19.2b) 

 36 mo. / 3 years (GC 42.2, 51.2a, 51.2d, 63.2a, 63.2g, 67.2a, 79.1, 79.3, 92.2a;    

  IS 5.4, 10.1j, 21.1a; NS 3.5, 4.5, 7.3, 13.1a, 19.2b, 22.3) 

 1 yr. (R 23; GC 40.1, 41.2, 41.3) 

 5 yr. (NS 7.4) 

 6 years (GC 70.4, 79.1, 92.2b, 92.2c; IS 10.1c, 12.6) 

 18 yrs.  (GC 43; NS 19.3b) 

 21 yrs.  (NS 19.3a) 

TOR= Third Order Regular (priests, brothers, sisters living in community) 
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transfer request of 

member (R 23; GC 52.2b, 55; NS 20) 

pastoral assistance/altius moderamen (GC 47.2; NS 18.4; SSA 6.2) 

“transforming power of love & pardon” (R 19) 

translation of official OFS documents (IS 13.1n) 

Treasurer:  (GC 52.4, 52.5; IS 20, 21; NS 6.4, 24.2) 

two-thirds  

majority on 1st ballot (NS 13.2) 

vote (NS 29.1) 

 

U 

unable to attend meetings (R 23; NS 18.7b, 18.10) 

understanding, mutual (GC 26.2) 

unity  

& harmony through dialog (R 19) 

of Order (GC 1.3, 29, 61, 71.1b; IS 10.1g, 13.1i-j, 17.1; NS 5.5d-5.5f) 

universal  

church (R 20; GC 28.2) 

kinship (R 13; GC 18, 26.1) 

 

V 

vacant offices 

 Minister (GC 81.1, 83.1; IS 16.1; NS 5.2, 15.1) 

 Vice Minister (GC 81.2; IS 16.2; NS 15.1) 

 Councilors (GC 81.3; IS 8.1; IS 16.3; NS 15.2) 

 “removal for cause” (GC 84; IS 8.3, 16.4, 16.5; NS 15.3, 15.4) 

Vice Minister:  (GC 52.1, 78.2, 81.1; IS 11.1, 18; NS 5.2, 6.2, 15.1, 23.2, 24.2) 

violence (R 10, 12, 19; GC 22.3) 

Visits (Pastoral & Fraternal) (R 26; GC 92-95; IS 23; NS 5.5h, 17) [see “Fraternal” &   

  “Pastoral Visits”] 

vitality of fraternity (GC 45.1, 93.1) 

Vocation(s)  (R 1, 2, 7, 12; GC 2.1, 3.2, 3.3, 11, 13.1, 16.1, 20.1, 24.1, 37.3, 39.2, 44.2, 45,   

  96.2, 99.1, 100.1; NS 16.1) 

 as grace (GC 45.1) 

 of children (R 17; GC 25, 96) 

 discernment (R 23; GC 38.1) 

 promotion of (GC 45, 62.2b, 66.2b, 71.1a) 

Voluntary Temporary Withdrawal from local fraternity (R 23; GC 56.1, 56.3, 57; NS 20) 
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Voting Rights 

“active voice” = can elect (GC 77.1, 77.2) 

“cast one ballot” (CCL 168; NS 8.5) 

general (GC 56.3; NS 8 - 12, 22.1, 23.3) 

of Spiritual Assts. (GC 77.1-.2, 90.2; NS 6.6c, 8.1, 18.3, 22.1; SSA 12.3, 13.3) 

“passive voice” = can be elected (GC 77.1, 77.2) 

procedure (GC 76, 78; NS 13.2, 14) 

two-thirds vote (NS 29.1) 

vows, private (GC 36) 

 

W 

“Way of Life” (R Ch.2) 

wealth (R 11; GC 15) 

welcome, spirit of (R 13, 14; GC 18.2, 26.2, 37.3, 102, 103) 

will, last (R 19, GC 23.3) 

withdrawal: 

definitive & permanent from OFS (R 23; GC 50.2c, 52.2b, 58.1, 58-60; NS 5.5f, 20;   

  SSA 24.2) 

voluntary & temporary from local fraternity (R 23; GC 50.2c, 52.2b, 56.1, 56.3, 57;   

  NS 20; SSA 24.2)  

witness(ing) (R 17; GC 24, 30.2, 31.4, 45.2, 50.1, 89.3) 

“witnesses & instruments of Church’s mission” (R 6, 17; GC 17.1, 19.1) 

witnessing elections (NS 5.5h, 18.8, 26.2) 

work (R 16; GC 12.1, 15.2, 18.3, 20.2, 21.1, 21.2, 53.3; NS 18.7b) 

“work of justice” (R19; GC 23.1) 

 

X 

 

Y 

youth (R 17; GC 25, 96, 97; IS 3, 6, 11.1; NS 27)  

 Franciscan [YouFra] (GC 70.1, 72.1, 77.2, 96, 97) 

role of OFS (R 24; GC 96, 97; IS 6, 7.2, 14.4; NS 27; SSA 11.2, 16.1, 18) 

spiritual assistance to (GC 96.6; SSA 11.2, 19, 20, 21) 

 

Z 

 


