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Journey to the Light
	Today’s Gospel story is not about a random sighting of a man who is physically blind.  In this one man Jesus sees the essential human condition He has been sent to alleviate.  “Blind from birth” is a “not seeing” that afflicts everyone, a characteristic of creation.  Yes, not all people are born physically blind.  So, this one’s person physical blindness as impenetrable light.
	At the story’s beginning, the man is quickly cured, a sign on the physical level of the spiritual need to move from darkness to light, a contrast between the formerly blind man and the Pharisees.  The now cured man will learn to follow the sign of his own physical healing into spiritual sight.  Of course, the Pharisees will not allow the sign to heal them.  They will do all in their power to discredit the sign, and Jesus eventually.  The man who was formerly blind becomes illumined, the Pharisees exist in intellectual, moral, and social darkness.
	The man’s blindness is an occasion for the works of God to become manifest.  Since the first day of creation to the present, the work of God is to bring light out of darkness.  Jesus and the disciples have been sent to do just that -- and to complete and accomplish this.  Since this is Jesus’ essence, “I am the light of the world,” He must be about “bringing light to the world.”  There is urgency and eagerness for Jesus to do this.
The man born blind is sent to a pool called “Sent.”  The word evokes a deep connection.  Jesus has just done the work He was sent to do, and that He will send the disciples to do, by opening spiritual eyes to see and respond to the Divine Source.  After the man has washed in the pool called “Sent,” the man himself becomes “Sent.”  He becomes a witness a witness -- not only to what happened to him on the physical level, but also, he eventually witnesses to the spiritual truth that was manifested in his physical healing -- the truth about the One who opened his eyes.
	The formerly blind man was becoming a new creation, not a different man, not a different person.  It’s the same person with a different consciousness. He might be characterized as having the experience but missing the meaning.  He comes to understand that it is not just a man called Jesus, but a prophet who has opened his eyes.  The irony is the Pharisees flounder in the darkness, unwittingly helping the man who was formerly blind move toward the light.  The emphasis is on seeing the spiritual, in-and-through the material, perceiving the infinite grounding of the finite world, sensing the Eternal Now in the movement of temporal change.  It’s about consciousness, an awareness of heaven and earth as interpenetrating realities.   Heaven and earth -- at Mass and at the Cross -- “Heaven and earth are full of God’s glory.”
	At the beginning of the story, Jesus saw the man, and moved toward him.  The man did not cry out for mercy, he not attract any kind of attention.  The initiative was entirely Jesus’.  Now, at the end of the story, Jesus seeks him out again.  What Jesus began, He now will finish.



	Opening his physical eyes, if followed, would lead to spiritual insight.  The sign was his, and he held on to it faithfully.  His spiritual eyes opened gradually through the rough-and-tumble relationship with his neighbors and the Pharisees.  At first, all the man could see was “a man called Jesus” Then to greater clarity, this man was a “prophet, who did God’s will, to whom God listened.”  The final movement to spiritual truth from blindness to sight, Jesus offers it to him in the symbolic statement, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”  He answered, who is He, sir, that I may believe in Him.  Jesus said to him, “You have seen Him, and the One speaking with you is He.”  The man said, Lord, I believe.”
	The phrase, “Son of Man” is unknown to him.  He is ready to believe, but in order to do so, he seeks understanding, and he is about to receive it.  Jesus opened his physical eyes at the beginning of the story, Jesus now opens his spiritual eyes.  The words of Jesus shine into his darkness.  It brings him to full illumination.  He sees clearly, and belief flows him in words and actions.
For us, the movement from belief to consciousness flows.  When I believe something, I try to personally experience it.  Faith seeks understanding.  Faith is not an end, but an invitation into understanding.  Understanding entails awareness, consciousness of the God-world connection.  So, faith by its very nature, encourages us toward seeing, and points us toward the task of spiritual development.  All that matters is that we eventually become aware, deep within ourselves, of ultimate communion.














