
MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
By Jan Parker OFS 

MY STORY, OUR STORY, THE STORY 

Each of  us, as we follow God's path for us, find 
ourselves in places we never dreamed we would 
be, doing things we never thought we would do. I 
was thinking about this as I returned from Guam 
earlier this year. On this long flight, I sat in a state 
of  wonder. I had traveled half-way around the 
world over the vast Pacific Ocean to this tiny 
island. Never in my life did I think I would go to 
Guam even once, let alone twice. Yet this is where 
God led me.  

Now, three months after my return from Guam, 
the world is dealing with a corona virus 
pandemic. Life has dramatically changed for all 
of  us. We find ourselves in uncharted waters 
dealing with unbelievable physical and emotional 
challenges. Who would have imagined anything 
like this ever happening? Life is certainly a 
mystery, with all its twists and turns. We trust that 
we are being guided but find ourselves 

questioning. Where is it all leading? What is the 
meaning of  it all? 

Years ago, at a workshop on Christian initiation, I 
was introduced to a rainbow shaped diagram like 
the one pictured below. At the bottom were the 
words “My Story.” On the half  circle band above 
it were the words, “Our Story”; and at the top, in 
an overarching band, were the words “The 
Story”. Kathy, our facilitator, explained the 
diagram this way: “We each have our own unique 
story – let’s call it My Story. My Story, as 
important as it is, is part of  something bigger. 
Let’s call this Our Story. Our Story is the story we 
share with our families and friends in our homes 
and workplaces. It’s the story of  our faith 
community and the wider Church, and it is even 
more. Our Story is the story of  all people, the 
story of  our world and all creation. But above all 
that, there is something even greater. Let’s call it 
The Story. What is The Story? It’s a story written 
by and known only to God.” This simple 
diagram gave me a way to see how it all fits 
together. 

My Story 
Each of  us has a unique story, and a unique 
experience of  God. At some point, whether 
suddenly or gradually, we recognize God calling 
us to himself. This realization of  God’s presence 
in our lives is deep, real, and personal. It 
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profoundly impacts our lives and set us on a 
particular path. This is “My Story,” and it 
continues to unfold in our lives. My Story is no 
small thing to me, or to God. Nevertheless, it is 
part of  something bigger. 

Our Story 
My Story is part of  Our Story. We are intricately 
connected with each other and our world. God 
leads each of  us to play our part in Our Story, to 
care for each other and for all creation. What we 
do, or what we refuse to do, makes a difference in 
our worldwide community and to our planet. Old 
or young, believer or non-believer, liberal or 
conservative, we are all in the same boat. 
Ignoring others in the boat and leaning our own 
way will cause the boat to tilt and eventually sink. 
We cannot make it on our own. We live our best 
lives when we lean on each other, work together, 
and learn from each other. 

The Story 
As people of  faith, we know we are also part of  
“The Story,” the story written by and known only 
to God. We will not know the fullness of  The 
Story until we reach heaven, but faith tells us that 
God is ordering all things to bring The Story to 
fulfillment. In our daily lives, as we walk in that 
faith, we play our part in The Story.  

Bishop Robert Barron talks about faith, stating, 
“We have an adventurous God, and faith is the proper 
response to such a God…. Faith is an attitude of  trust in 
the God who is always holding out new possibilities to 
us.” Those possibilities may seem impossible to 
us, but they are not impossible to God. He may 
call us to something we are not sure we can do or 
ask us to accept a situation we would rather 
change. God’s ways simply do not always make 
sense to us. This is where our faith in God, and 
our belief  in a greater story, comes in. God is 
with us and is guiding us. His guidance may be 

unseen, but it is not unfelt. Empowered by grace, 
we can follow God’s call and play our part in The 
Story. We trust in divine providence, for “God’s 
love for man will never rest until he has raised our 
earthbound nature from glory to glory and made it one with 
his own in heaven.”   1

When we look at the events of  our lives through 
the eyes of  faith, we understand that My Story 
and Our Story ultimately only have meaning 
within The Story. God has called each of  us for a 
time and a purpose. When it comes to the big 
questions in life, all we need do is look up in faith. 
“[God] has revealed himself  and given himself  to man. 
He has thus provided the definitive, super-abundant answer 
to the questions man asks himself  about the meaning and 
purpose of  his life.”  Our belief  that God is using us 2

to write The Story gives our lives great meaning, 
beyond what we can know. This faith bolsters our 
determination to follow the Holy Spirit’s lead, 
even into the unknown. This faith gives meaning 
especially to our suffering. No matter how 
difficult, no matter the missteps along the way, 
God’s providence is there for us. We get up again, 
turn to God, and keep going. All this because 
“God, who is rich in mercy,…made us alive 
together with Christ…”  Alive together, yes, for 3

The Story is ultimately the story of  Resurrection, 
a story of  hope and joy as we celebrate and live 
within the Paschal Mystery. 

 St. Andrew of  Crete, Office of  Readings for Palm Sunday1

 Catechism of  the Catholic Church, 682

 Ephesians 2:4-53

“The heavens proclaim the glory of  God 
and the firmament shows forth the work of  his hands. Day unto day 
takes up the story and night unto night makes known the message.” 

(Psalm 19)
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Does looking at all this have an impact on us as 
Franciscans? For sure, it does. My own Story 
started long before I became a Franciscan. My 
Story is rooted in Christ, and my Franciscan 
vocation stems from that initial encounter. I am 
not in the Order only to learn about Francis and 
be enamored by his life, but to live the Gospel. 
Francis himself  said, “I have done what was mine 
to do, may Christ teach you what is yours.” 
Those around me may well see Francis or Clare 
reflected in my life, but ultimately it must be 
Christ that I proclaim as I live the Gospel. 

When it comes to Our Story, that’s easy. For 
Franciscans it’s all about fraternity and universal 
kinship. We are keenly aware of  a story beyond 
ourselves. We are called to identify with the lowly 
and lift them up to their true dignity. We care for 
all of  creation. Within the Order, the bonds of  
fraternity help us live our professions, conform 
our lives to Christ, and pour ourselves out as 
Christ did upon the Cross. When we stumble and 
fall, we know sisters and brothers understand and 
are there to help. Our fraternities depend on each 
of  us to be active members of  the Order at every 
level – local, regional, national and international. 
We cannot sit still. We need to keep moving 
forward, striving for ongoing daily conversion. 
Only in this way do we contribute to Our Story.  

Finally, we look to “Our Franciscan Story” as 
part of  The Story. It was God who inspired 
Francis, and God led others to follow him. God 
continues to guide and help us as an Order. 
Grace comes when we most need it, at times 
unbidden and unexpected, giving us the impetus 
to move forward as an Order. Whether 
Franciscans are journeying halfway around the 
world or standing together (six feet apart) facing 
the challenges of  a pandemic, we know our 
witness is part of  The Story —something greater 
and far beyond us, embracing all. St. Francis 
encourages us to “follow the Lord’s most holy 

commands to the very end”  as we look towards 4

the Son of  Man’s coming in glory. In that 
moment, we will know the fullness of  The Story, 
a s we hear Chr i s t say ing to a l l who 
“acknowledged, adored and served him in sincere 
repentance: ‘Come, blessed of  my Father, take possession 
of  the kingdom prepared for you from the beginning of  the 
world.’”  5

More on “Our Story” 
The “Q” Tee Shirt Blanket 

With your help, the Q Committee has created a 
special tee shirt blanket for the 2021 
Quinquennial Congress (the “Q”.) When I first 
laid eyes on it, I was filled with delight! How 
amazing to think that each donated tee shirt was 
worn by a fellow Franciscan somewhere across 
our country, or perhaps by someone beyond our 
borders. Look at “us”, all stitched together. Truly 
this is “fraternity in a blanket” – a great image of  
“Our Story.” The eventual winner of  this blanket 
is known only to God, but what a gift it will be! 
Details about the 2021 Q, and how to win this 
blanket, will be posted on our OFS-USA website 
(secularfranciscansusa.org) starting in August 
2021. (By the way, my shirt is the yellow one, 
bottom row, in the center.)  

 Peace and all good! 
Jan

 Office of  the Passion of  St. Francis of  Assisi, Psalm 154

 Mt. 25:34, cf  TOR Rule, Art. 25
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Sharing the Vision 
NEWS FROM THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

Greetings of  peace, Franciscan 
Brothers and Sisters, 
Due to the coronavirus pandemic many of  our 
Franciscan gatherings have been cancelled. While we 
must follow our local, state and national officials 
regarding distancing, we encourage you to remain in 
touch with your fraternity brothers and sisters. 
Consider conference calls and video meetings where 
possible. Those who do not use a computer will 
welcome a phone call. The NEC is with you in prayer. 
With God’s grace we will weather this storm.  

Formation Visioning Update 
A message from Diane Menditto, National Formation 
Commission Chair 

Since Chapter, exciting things have been happening 
with the National  Formation Commission and with 
our formation Visioning Team. In October, I reported 
to the National Executive Council that we were in the 
process of  choosing writers for  the new formation 
materials. Since then, the writers have been contacted 
and have begun their work. At the end of  February, 
they submitted the first drafts of  their chapters.  

Along with the topics covered in For Up to Now, we are 
including  new material. There will be chapters on 
“First Steps,” Prayer, Scripture, Early Franciscan 
Sources, Servant Leadership, and Youth,  and two 
guides for days of  reflection—one before Admission 
and one before Profession. A failitators’ edition will 
accompany the formation texts.  

The Visioning Team plans to review the second drafts 
of  chapters by the end of  June and to discuss the 
layout of  the books. As you can see, we are making 
progress, and we are excited! 

The National  Formation Commission is also 
preparing our Regional Formation Directors 
workshop, which will be held August 20-23, 2020. We 
plan to utilize teleconferencing for this event, as travel 
may still be unwise at that time. We are hoping that 
every Regional Fraternity will be represented at the 
workshop. 

What’s New on the National Website? 
Our OFS-USA website is a treasure chest with new 
items posted every week. Currently on the home page 
you can find our Minister General’s letter on the 

coronavirus pandemic, his Easter reflection, and a link 
to a selection of  formation resources on our National 
Priority of  Fraternity. On the Guidelines, Forms and 
Other Resources tab are the Transfer Form, Vocations 
Tool Kit, “Come and See Brochure,” the Digests, and 
“How to apply for a Duns Scotus Formation Fund 
(DSFF) Grant.” We continue to receive inquiries from 
the “Contact Us” tab on the website. Terri Leone, 
OFS, former Minister of  Saint Katharine Drexel 
Regional Fraternity, assists us in responding to these 
emails and also returns calls received on our 1-800-
FRANCIS phone line. 

International and National OFS 
Statutes 

The International Council of  the OFS (CIOFS) is in 
the process of  revising and adding to the International 
Statutes, increasing the number of  articles from the 
current 24 to 83. The NEC is reviewing the current 
draft. Approval is scheduled for the CIOFS Elective 
Chapter in November 2020. If  you would like a copy 
of  the draft International Statutes, send a request to 
nec.ofs.usa@gmail.com.  

The NEC’s work on the revision of  our own National 
Statutes continues. New sections will include the 
process of  canonical establishment and deactivation 
of  local fraternities. Election procedures and voting 
norms for OFS Spiritual Assistants will also be 
addressed. We will keep you updated. 

Spanish and Korean Presentations at 
the 2021 Quinquennial Congress 

Our 2021 Quinquennial Congress will feature several 
presentations for our Spanish- and Korean- speaking 
sisters and brothers. We look forward to the 2021 Q 
being the largest gathering of  Secular Franciscans in 
recent memory. For registration information please see 
page 28 in this issue of  TAU-USA. 

Summer Seminar at Franciscan 
University 

The Summer Seminar planned for this July at the 
Franciscan University in Loretto, PA has been 
postponed until the summer of  2021. 

7


