
PENTECOST YEAR A 2026
	Pentecost Sunday is a celebration where the Church almost has too much to say.  The Spirit comes among the people of God in wind, breath, fire, water, speech, peace, and presence -- a celebration of God refusing to remain distant.  So, what does it actually feel like when God becomes present among us?
	One important thing to notice is that today’s Scriptures take place in moments of transition.
In the Acts of the Apostles, the disciples are waiting; Jesus has ascended; promises have been made, but nothing has happened yet.  The Church exists only as a frightened and uncertain community gathered in a room together.
In the Gospel, the disciples are also gathered behind locked doors after the resurrection; fear still shapes the room; the wounds of crucifixion are still visible.  And into that fear Jesus breathes peace and Spirit. 
These two texts stand at the edge of something new.  Pentecost itself becomes a threshold moment.  The disciples cannot remain locked away forever.  The Church cannot remain only a memory of Jesus.  Faith cannot remain merely internal or private.  Something must move forward. 
Reflecting on these texts reveals how physical these texts are.  We have been taught about the Spirit in abstract terms.  We reduce the Spirit to a doctrine, an emotion, or as an invisible force.  Pentecost refuses abstract imagery.  Pentecost is tangible and physical.  The Spirit sounds like wind, looks like fire, feels like breath, flows like water, speaks in human language, felt in bodies and communities.  It is never static.  The Spirit moves and flows, disrupts and gives life.  This is the tension Pentecost places before us every year.  The next best step is to focus on how the Spirit moves us.  A possible direction is that the Spirit moves us toward understanding.
The Spirit does not erase differences.  The Spirit speaks through difference.  Pentecost is not uniformity, but aids us in understanding.  An important reminder for us to hear right now, because so much of modern life, as we know it, is shaped by fragmentation and suspicion.  People speak past one another.  Communities divide into ideological camps.  We struggle to imagine unity without conformity.
But Pentecost shows us that the Spirit does not create community by erasing identity.  The Spirit creates communion by making understanding possible.  Jesus does not wait for spiritually complete people to come to Him.  The Spirit of Christ moves toward people who live in fear and confusion, in grief, uncertainty and longing.  Pentecost does not promise that every conflict disappears, or that every person suddenly agrees.  The miracle is not conformity.  It is understanding.
For one brief moment, in our first reading, people from every corner of the world discover that they are not isolated from one another as they feared.  The Spirit allows them to hear good news in the voice they recognize.



And “with a gentle and courteous spirit accept all people as a gift of the Lord” (Rule 13), not to speak louder into the noise, not to win arguments, not to demand ideological purity from one another, but to become a people who listens “mindfully.”
If Pentecost reveals anything, it is this: the Spirit of the Living God is always moving toward fraternity, calling us “to build a more fraternal and evangelical world, so that the Kingdom of God may be brought about more effectively” (Rule 14).  
For us Franciscans, the event of grace at Pentecost bears its fruits, everywhere instilling apostolic zeal, a desire for contemplation, the commitment to live and serve God and our sisters and brothers with dedication.  The Spirit also sustains great and small acts of forgiveness.
St Paul, to the Romans, writes: “All who are led by the Spirit of God are sons and daughters of God.”  Here is a further way of understanding the action of the Spirit.  This opens for us a path to reach human hearts.  The Spirit, whom the Church calls upon to give “light to the senses,” visits the person inwardly, and touches the depths of his being.
Veni, Sancte Spiritus!  Gathered in the Upper Room, we pray with Mary, sanctuary of the Holy Spirit, a most precious dwelling-place of Christ among us, she knows that she must leave the Upper Room and travel the pavements of the world, meeting us and helping us to be living temples of the Spirit, tireless witnesses of the Gospel. 
