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The Easter Of Saint FrancisThe Easter Of Saint Francis
A message from Jane DeRose-Bamman, National Minister, OFS-USA

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
It is a true joy to welcome you to the 21st Quinquennial 
Congress of the Secular Franciscan Order in the 
United States. As outlined in our National Statutes 
(Article 7.5), the National Fraternity gathers for a 
National Congress at least once every five years—   
a grand family reunion  in every sense.

This year marks the 800th anniversary of St. Francis’ 
passing. Earlier, Pope Leo XIV declared the Year of St. 
Francis, commemorating eight centuries of the profound 
impact of the Franciscan Way. While it may seem unusual to 
celebrate the death of someone, in reflecting on St. Francis’ passing, we are truly 
celebrating his life. This gathering offers us a chance to connect with our Franciscan 
family, discover new ways to share the Gospel, and live out our OFS Rule. And, as 
with any family reunion, there will be plenty of moments of celebration.

The Centenary Celebrations began in 2023, immersing us in remembrance and 
celebration of St. Francis and his love for Jesus. Let us use these days to be 
energized by both his life and his death. May we become inspiring examples of the 
Gospel to everyone we meet — whether a leper or a sultan, a blood relative or a 
bishop, a fraternity member or a coworker, a close friend or a stranger. How exciting 
it is to witness God’s will unfolding in our lives.

At the moment of Francis’ passing into eternal life, he challenged his brothers to 
discern what was theirs to do. Let us use this time wisely, bringing urgency to our 
efforts to spread the Gospel. Whether we are 16, 44, or 93, there is work to be 
done. During this Congress, take inspiration from Francis: listen and pray for God’s 
lead, so we may “prepare for the end of our pilgrimage and enter the presence of 
God.”

St. Francis pray for us.

Your sister,
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St. Claire

MY GOD MY ALL
We gratefully thank St. Clare Hospital for their generous MY GOD MY ALL 

sponsorship of $10,000. This support provided scholarships for the 
21st Quinquennial Congress, making attendance possible for many 

of our members and strengthening our mission to serve the poor 
of the world - walking in the footsteps of St. Francis of Assisi. 

Gospel to Life - Life to Gospel.

With sincere appreciation
Members of the Secular Franciscan Order-USA
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St. Francis of assisi Fraternity #137 • Hackensack, NJ  
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We, the Secular Franciscans of Franciscans of the Prairie Regional Fraternity, are 
called by the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation to holiness. We are 
committed by profession to living the Gospel values of our Lord Jesus Christ in our 
time according to the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi for the rebuilding of the Church. 
With the Holy Spirit as our guide, and by following the simple example of St. Francis 
of Assisi, we intend to spread, like the prairie fire of old, cleansing the earth and 
nourishing the land with His Word. The Regional Fraternity Council will provide 
direction and resources to local Fraternities for understanding and implementing the 
Rule, the General Constitutions, and the National Statutes of the Secular Franciscan 
Order. 

Our Mission statement is a reminder to us as in the past with Prairie fires – to spread the good news with ferver. 
Franciscans of the Prairie was established October 20, 1994. The name was chosen for our geographic location 
within the Prairie State. Our Logo was created by a Secular Franciscan in our Region years ago. We are a small 
Region now with five Fraternities and approximately 108 members. While we are small we are Fraternity! 
Many of our Fraternities have members from multiple Parishes. We are now at 5 Fraternities (and a Cell) and 
located in 4 Dioceses. Our Fraternities are very spread out from each other and encompass relatively large areas 
(many members travel over an hour to gatherings). We are also small in numbers in comparison to some regions, 
but we also recognize the advantages to this. Regardless, being small and spread out has strengthened the 
bonds of our local fraternities through many years of change and we interact more like one local Fraternity . We 
chose Blessed Contardo Ferrini, who was a Third Order Member as our Regional Patron Saint.
May this 2026 Quinquennial unite the fire within all our hearts to also go forth and spread the Good News of the 
Gospel to all.

FRANCISCANS OF THE PRAIRIE
OUR REGIONAL MISSION STATEMENT
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Blessings

from the 

Brothers and

Sisters of

St. Francis

Region

Alabama

Georgia

North

Carolina

South

Carolina

Tennessee
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Peace and All Good,
Sisters and Brothers!

in Hilton, NY invites you to visit. 
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2026

Congratulations
on the

21st Quinquennial Congress

“The Easter of  St. Francis:
Rekindle the flame”

From

Most Holy Name of  Jesus
Secular Franciscan Fraternity

Little Falls, NJ

Instituted September 19, 1926
Celebrating 100 years of  Fraternitas
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Traveling Storytelling
Museum

See Christianity as a vibrant, living, healing faith when you visit the 
museum in the Gri�n Gate parking lot - Friday 10:00 am – 5:00 pm.
 
Sign up at the Information table to reserve your time slot and receive 
information on this amazing ministry.
www.peopleofhope.us
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Share your Q Photos with everyone !
One of the joys of the Q and the days that follow is looking back at 
photos filled with smiles and laughter, remembering your brothers and 
sisters, and reliving all the special moments.

Simply open your camera app, point it at the QR code, and follow 
the link to join the shared album and add your photos.

We hope you will take a few minutes before you leave or shortly after 
you return home from the "Q" to give us feedback about your 
experience.

Scan the QR code below with your camera app to open the 
evaluation survey and begin.

‘Q’ EVALUATION
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