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[Rather than a thirteenth century “Transitus” do a 21st century/modern one. All those present 

are mourners at Francis’ death and vocally engaged at certain points.] 

Scene:  4–6 “mourners” (male & female) surround Francis on his “deathbed”.  Mourners wear 

their own clothes.  Francis on his deathbed: (suggestion)  3 milk crates with 2 or 3 bed pillows 

covered with a blanket (no real corpus).   St. Francis: out of sight, a friar or male Secular (via a 

microphone, if needed) is Francis voice. 

 

1. ANNOUNCER gives a short INTRO: “This is not a traditional “Transitus” but a modern 

one.  We are using the Traditional format but everyone present is a mourner at Francis’ 

death.” 
 

2. Follow the traditional event with pertinent dialog – within time limits.  Perhaps everyone 

present, or just the cast mourners recite the “brothers’ song”/ The Praises of God. ( on 

handout distributed just prior to the event start) 
 

3. (If time permits, Francis gives his “Testament”.  This could also be on the handout as a 

future reference for the “mourners”)  As Francis draws closer to death, each of the cast 

members silently say their “goodbyes” to Francis.  ANNOUNCER asks the audience to 

close their eyes & in their hearts say their “goodbyes” to Francis.  

  

4. CAST MEMBER 1: When cast is finished with their goodbyes, (s)he faces the audience & 

says, “Francis has prayed that Christ show us “what is ours to do”.  “Do you have any 

suggestions to offer about what might be yours to do?  How has St. Francis inspired 

you?” 

 

 

5. CAST MEMBER 2:  Steps forward & asks the audience, Perhaps, as we arise each 

morning, we should pray not only for Christ to show us what is ours to do but also that we 

be open to His guidance on what is ours to do today.” 
 

6. CAST MEMBER 3:  Let us recall Francis’ final words, “I have done what was mine to do.  

May Christ teach you what is yours to do.”  Please take time each day to discern what is 

mine to do today; then ask God to guide & strengthen you to carry out this discernment. 

 

7. ANNOUNCER advises Francis has left us for his eternal reward. “Please join me in 

reciting the prayer The Seed for Eternal Life especially prepared for this centenary.  It may 

be found on the sheet you received as you entered.” 
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THE SEED FOR ETERNAL LIFE 

Lord Jesus Christ, thank You for the seed of eternal life that You planted in Francis.             

Thank You because that seed continues to germinate, from generation to generation.              

May it also bear fruit in each of us: mercy towards the poor, love for You crucified,             

fidelity to the Church, love for the Eucharist, fraternity without power, the witness of peace. 

Help us to live “according to the form of the Holy Gospel”                                                           

wherever we are and whatever we do.                                                                                                 

May the Spirit make us passionate Christians, citizens of these times,                                                

capable of facing real problems and seeking a more just and fraternal world.                             

And remind us that we are pilgrims of hope, on our way to the Definitive City,                       

where God, Your Father and our Father, will be all in all. Amen. 
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          we are not paid for our work, let us have recourse to the table of the Lord, begging alms from door to door. 
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