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  Why Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC)?
Simply put, it’s the Secular Franciscan Rule in action. Like its 

predecessor Apostolic Commissions (Work, Family, Peace & Justice, Ecology), 
it challenges Secular Franciscans to live the Rule. Or put another way, to live the 
Gospel. Whether it’s feeding the hungry in a soup kitchen, advocating for the dignity 
of immigrant workers in a garment factory, promoting reconciliation in the 
neighborhood, doing one’s small part to sustain the environment, or other ways 
helping those in need, especially the poorest of the poor -- it’s what Franciscans do.

“JPIC is part of our life…It’s the DNA of our Franciscan life, of our Franciscan spirituality.”
That’s how Fr. Pio Jackson, OFM, put it in his keynote talk to some 40 participants from 21 regions 

at the first national JPIC Rally, held April 12-15, 2012, at Our Lady of the Snows Shrine in Belleville, Ill. 

First JPIC Rally Tackles 

‘DNA of Our Franciscan Life’

By BoB & Mary Stronach, oFS
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outside the conference center 
at Our Lady of the Snows 
Shrine in Illinois, and (above) 
wave to the camera.
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Father Pio, St. Clare Region spiritual assistant, is a Milwaukee native 
who worked with Mother Teresa’s Sisters of Charity in India before be-
coming a friar.

He said his topic, the Spirituality of JPIC, is not a new concept.
“It’s been in the Franciscan family for some 800 years.”
He said JPIC is “not about running around with picket signs 

(although that could happen).
“It has to be based on, and then bubble up from, the Gospel…We are 

people of the Spirit, so our Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation is a 
spirituality.”

He stressed, “Our lives are Gospel-centered.” That means, he said, 
“Franciscans are pro-life. I’m talking about reverence for all of creation.”

Father Pio said it is better “to love than to be right” because “our 
vocation, our calling, is to reconciliation.”

Another way of looking at it: “We are instruments of bringing about 
the kingdom of heaven…That’s what we mean about Justice, Peace and 
Integrity of Creation.”

Thus, he said, “as long as there is a Secular Franciscan, as long as 
there is a Poor Clare, as long as there’s a Franciscan, there will be joy in 
the church. That’s what I mean about our spirituality…We’re not out to 
touch heads, but to touch the hearts and souls of others.”

Seeing the Franciscan fraternity like the bond of love and joy between 
Jesus and his disciples, Father Pio noted, “Our gift to the world is frater-
nity,” with a power of love that brings reconciliation.

Noting that “we want the spirit of Assisi to flourish everywhere,” 
he described “our gift to the world” another way — “to be a light that 
shines in the darkness.”

JPIC, he concluded, “proceeds from the Spirit…It’s Gospel-cen-
tered…We’re not against something. We’re for love, for peace, for joy.”

The JPIC Rally also featured three facilitators, who discussed a vision 
of moving the JPIC Commission beyond a “learn and pray” mode to one 

Fr. Pio Jackson, OFM, keynote speaker

jpic rally faces

Arturo Villareal, national councilor

Andy Buchleitner and Barbara Elkins

Jan Parker and Carolyn Townes

Jean Haddad and Elenita Lesperance

Maureen Gray and Rhett Engelking

Selma Thompson and Kathleen Tominc
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that is more action-oriented. For the past couple of years, noted JPIC 
Chair Kent Ferris, the commission has focused on sharing information 
and coordinating webinars with Catholic Relief Services (on its 
campaign to end global poverty). While the commission will continue 
to do those kinds of things, and continue to build a network of local and 
regional fraternity JPIC “point persons,” Ferris said, the vision is to have 
JPIC be a vehicle for Secular Franciscan action — from working in local 
communities to tackling issues on state and national levels.

A step toward taking action, in addition to praying and learning, can 
be made with a relationship-building tool referred to as “one-to-one” 
by the other two facilitators, Christine Elliott and Lonnie Ellis. Both 
are on staff at Franciscan Action Network (FAN), the national advocacy 
arm for some 60 Franciscan orders and groups. The U.S. Secular 
Franciscan Order, with 14,000 members, is a major player in FAN. 
Both Elliott and Ellis are Franciscans -- Christine is a postulant with 
the Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist in Connecticut, and Lonnie is a 
Secular Franciscan candidate with St. Anthony of Nagasaki Fraternity 
in Washington, D.C. 

Simply put, one-to-one is a conversation between two people. It 
should last 30 to 45 minutes in order to discover common interests and 
get a deeper appreciation of one another.

Using this one-to-one method can:
• deepen relationships within fraternities;
• build relationships within regions;
• foster relationships with outside groups and individuals.
Relationships, they stressed, cultivate possibilities. As a handout 

they provided put it: “When people are in relationship, they can share, 
plan, dream, create, and accomplish goals. Without relationships, people 
are powerless. People in relationships are more likely to respond to an 
invitation to work together. One-to-ones build networks of relationships 
and build community.”

jpic rally faces

Facilitators: Christine Elliott, Kent Ferris and Lonnie Ellis.
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jPIc rally

Kate Asselin, Teri Egan, Maureen Gray and Dorothy Ann Rowland chat outside Our Lady of the Snows Shrine church.

Christine Elliott, Jan Parker and Carolyn Townes offer a prayerful song to recall attendees from a short break.

Following his keynote talk, Father Pio celebrated mass in a chapel beneath the shrine’s outdoor amphitheater.
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