🌿 An Introduction Letter to Regional Ministers

Dear Regional Ministers,
Peace and all good.

I write to greet you fraternally and to introduce myself as I step into the ministry previously exercised by Fr. Jerome. I am grateful for the trust placed in me, and I look forward to continuing the beautiful collaboration between our Franciscan families.
My name is Fr. Cidouane Joseph, OFM, though most people simply call me Fr. Cid, and I happily answer to both. I was born and raised in Haiti. I arrived in the United States in 2002 and began my Franciscan journey soon after. I made my first vows in Wilmington, Delaware in 2006, and my solemn vows at St. Francis of Assisi Church on 31st Street in New York in 2009. I was ordained a deacon at the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC in 2010, and a priest at Holy Name of Jesus Church in New York in 2011.
My experience with the Secular Franciscan Order began even earlier, at Holy Name of Jesus Church on 96th Street and Broadway, where I first encountered the Seculars and felt drawn to their spirit and dedication. I later began serving officially as local Spiritual Assistant to the Rosa Mystica Fraternity and then as Regional Spiritual Assistant to Solanus Casey Region. Over the years, I have served at various levels - local SA, regional, and provincial, each step has deepened my appreciation for the Secular vocation.
I am humbled and happy to receive this new obedience as Provincial Animator (SA) and National SA, and I look forward to continuing this journey with you. Working with the Seculars has strengthened my own life as a friar; it has reminded me again and again of the beauty of our shared charism and the vitality of our Franciscan family.
Please know that I am here to support you in any way I can, especially the fraternities bonded to Our Lady of Guadalupe Province. I am aware that accompanying the entire United States is a real challenge, but with your collaboration and fraternity, I am ready to give it my best.
The best way to reach me is at cjoseph@friars.us.
Thank you for your “yes” - your service gives me the courage to add my own “yes”. Thank you for all you are doing to strengthen the bond between our Orders and to keep our vital reciprocity alive and fruitful. I look forward to working alongside you and to seeing many of you at the Q in July.
With gratitude and fraternal peace,

Fr. Cid Joseph, OFM
Provincial and National Spiritual Assistant
